
SENATE .No. 23.

In Senate, January 28, 1867.

The Joint Committee on Fisheries, to whom was committed
the Petition of Chapman Seabury and others, praying for the
passage of resolves relative to the proposed repeal of the Cod
Pishing Bounty, report the accompanying Resolves.

For the Committee,

CHARLES F. SWIFT.

of Massachusetts.
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RESOLVES

Concerning the proposed Repeal of the Cod Fishing Bounty.

Whereas, Propositions have been made in both branches of
the Congress of the United States, to repeal the existing law
granting bounties to crews and vessels engaged in the cod fish-
eries; and whereas, the aid which has been extended by govern-
ment to that ill-paid and unremunerative branch of industry,
in the form of a bounty, was designed to encourage youths to
enter on a sea-faring life, so that the commercial marine and
naval service of the country might be provided with men eaxdy
trained and accustomed to the discipline and privations of a life
at sea; therefore,

Resolved, That the wisdom of this policy has been amply
shown by the encouragement it has afforded to large numbers
of energetic young men to enter this service, and who, after a
brief apprenticeship, have many of them passed into the mer-
chant service, and in time of war have carried their country’s
flag in triumph into every portion o/ the globe.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-Seven.

Commcmmcaltl) of iUassncljusctts.

Resolved, That the wants of commerce are such as to de-
mand that government should relax no efforts to supply the
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country with able and experienced seamen, and that no encour-
agement that has heretofore been extended to induce men to
enter upon a sea-faring life, ought now to>be withdrawn.

Resolved, That the withholding of these bounties at this time
would injuriously affect the best interests of commerce, distress
a large number of our most valued and deserving citizens, and
greatly impair our national strength in a point most vital to our
honor and influence among the maritime nations of the earth ;

and that we earnestly protest against any legislation by Con-
gress which shall disturb the existing system, proved by so many
years of trial to be fraught with the most happy results.

Resolved, That his excellency the governor be requested to
forward a copy of the foregoing Preamble and Resolves to each
of our Senators and Representatives in Congress.
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