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The Joint Committee on Roads and Bridges, to whom was
committed the Petition of Otis Holmes and others, praying that
a charter may be granted them to build a bridge across Con-
necticut River, between the town of Holyoke and the village of
Willimansett in the town of Chicopee, report the accompanying
Bill.

G. W. MESSINGER, Chairman

dmnmonrocaltl) of illassacljusctto.

In Senate, March 23,1857.



[Mar.2 HOLYOKE AND WILLIMANSETT BRIDGE.

AN ACT

To incorporate the Proprietors of the Holyoke and
Willimansett Bridge.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. Otis Holmes, Jones S. Davis, Reuben A.
2 Chapman, Charles McClellan, their associates, succes-
-3 sors and assigns, are hereby made a corporation by
4 the name of the Proprietors of Holyoke and Willi-
-5 mansett Bridge, with all the powers and privileges,
6 and subject to all the duties, restrictions and liabilities,
7 set forth in the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised
8 Statutes.

tfommonroealtt) of ittassadjusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Seven.
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1 Sect. 2. The said corporation is hereby authorized
2 and empowered to erect a bridge over Connecticut
3 River between the town of Holyoke and the village
4 of Willimansett, in the town of Chicopee, below the
5 bridge of the Connecticut River Railroad, and at least
6 one hundred and sixty feet distant from the same, the
7 location to be fixed by the county commissioners of
8 the county of Hampden, and to purchase and hold
9 such real and personal estate as may be proper for

10 that purpose, not exceeding in value the sum of fifty
11 thousand dollar's: provided , that no shares in the
12 capital stock of said corporation shall be issued for a
13 less sum or amount, to he actually paid in on each,
14 than the par value of the shares which shall be first
15 issued ; and said bridge shall be well built of suitable
16 materials, at least eighteen feet wide, exclusive of a
17 sidewalk, and covered with planks, with sufficient
18 rails on each side for the protection of passengers
19 travelling thereon, and shall be kept in good repair
20 at all times; provided, that if said bridge shall be
21 injured by fire coming either from the locomotives of
22 the Connecticut River Railroad, or from its bridge,
23 the said corporation shall have no claim upon the
24 Connecticut Railroad Company for damages.

1 Sect. 3. A toll is hereby granted to said proprie-
-2 tors, and is established at the following rates, viz.:
3 For each foot passenger, two cents; for each horse
4 and rider, five cents; for each gig, sulky, or buggy
5 wagon, twelve cents; for each coach, chariot, or
6 phaeton, drawn by two horses, twenty-five cents, and
7 for each additional horse, four cents; for each cart,
8 wagon, sled, or other carriage of burden, drawn by
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9 one beast, ten cents; for each additional beast, four
10 cents ; for each horse without a rider, four cents; for
11 neat cattle, asses and mules, each three cents; for
12 sheep and swine, each one cent; and one person and
13 no more to each team, shall pass free from toll; and
14 all persons who shall have occasion to pass the said
15 bridge, to perform military duty, shall pass with their
16 necessary horses and carriages, free from.toll.

1 Sect. 4. The said tolls shall commence on the
2 day of the opening of said bridge, and continue for
3 the term of fifty years thereafter; and, at the place
4 of receiving the said tolls, there shall be constantly
5 exposed to view, a sign board, with said rates of toll
6 fairly and legibly painted thereon.

1 Sect. 5. Said corporation, at the time of the open-
-2 ing of said bridge, or as soon as may be thereafter,
3 shall cause a true account of the expenses of building
4 the same, and also at the end of every three years
5 thereafter, a true account of all receipts and disburse-
-6 ments an account of the same, to be returned into the
7 office of the secretary of the Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 6. The said corporation may, if they see
2 cause, commute said rates of toll with any person or
3 persons by taking of him or them, a certain less sum,
4 payable at any stated periods, instead of the toll afore-
-5 said, or by taking of all persons less rates of toll than
6 as before specified; public notice of their intention
7 so to do, being first given, by publishing the same

8 three weeks successively, in any newspaper printed
9 in the county of Hampden.
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1 Sect. 7. The legislature may, at any time here-
-2 after, regulate the tolls on said bridge, as they may
3 deem expedient.

1 Sect. 8. If the said corporation shall neglect, for
2 the space of four years from the passing of this act,
3 to build and finish the said bridge, then this act shall
4 be of no effect.




