
SENATE....No. 104.

The Joint Committee on Education, to whom was committed
the Petition of D. B. Hagar and others, President and Direct-
ors of the Massachusetts State Teachers’ Association, praying
for an appropriation in aid of the “ Massachusetts Teacher,”
having considered the same,

The “ Massachusetts Teacher ” was established in 1848, as
the organ of the “ Massachusetts State Teachers’ Association,”
and was the first educational journal of its kind published in
this country. Prom its establishment to the present time, it
has been gratuitously edited by practical teachers of the State.

Until recently its financial interests were in the hands of a
private individual; but the association, believing that teachers
would become more interested in the “ Teacher,” if it were in
all respects their property, purchased, during the last year, the
legal title to the same, and it is now exclusively the property of
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the “ State Teachers’ Association.” In order to render it more
worthy of general support, its size has been increased from
thirty-two pages to forty-eight, thus making its contents more
ample than those of any similar monthly periodical in the
country, (except the “ New York Teacher,” which is of equal
size,) without any increase of the subscription price, which is
one dollar a year. The directors of the Massachusetts Teachers’
Association ask the State to make such appropriation as will
enable them to send a copy of the “ Massachusetts Teacher ” to
the school committee of each town and city in the Common-
wealth. From the evidence educed, your Committee believe
that the “ Teacher ” represents, to a very great extent, all the
interests of the Massachusetts School System. This appears
evident from the composition of its board of editors, which, for
the present year, includes one member of the Board of Educa-
tion, one Principal of a State Normal School, two Professors in
the State Teachers’ Institutes, one Principal of an incorporated
Academy, four Principals of High Schools, two Masters of
Grammar Schools, one (late) Master of a Primary School, and
one Master of a Private School. This periodical being under
the control of gentlemen so eminently qualified to impart valu-
able information relative to popular education to the numerous
persons who have in charge the oversight and instruction of
Massachusetts Schools, your Committee feel assured that by
granting the aid asked for by the petitioners, a channel of com-
munication will be opened, through which the committees of
the several towns will be made acquainted with the educational
doings in other States, and in the different portions of our own

State. Through this means they may be made acquainted
with the discussions of great practical importance in regard to

the management of schools ; with the opinions entertained of
the numerous text books now before the public ; with the im-

provements in school buildings, furniture, and the best manner

of bringing to bear the various appliances connected with edu-
cation, in order to produce the most favorable results.

This aid will further benefit school committees by exciting an

honorable emulation among the boards of the several towns;

by furnishing them with the names of teachers who desire to
obtain situations, and also with the means of notifying teachers
of vacancies that occur; by giving them, in fine, a large
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amount of useful information which cannot he obtained in any
other way than through the “ Massachusetts Teacher.”

This aid, it is believed, will have a beneficial effect on
teachers, since committee men will doubtless call their attention
to the publication, the reading of which would enable them to
discharge their duties more and to enfertain
a fuller appreciation of the responsibilities which rest upon
them ; and whatever accomplishes this must be of the greatest
consequence to the schools, and therefore to the State.

Massachusetts has cause to be proud of the high position she
sustains among her sister States in regard to the education of
her people, but in furnishing aid to educational journals in
order to secure their circulation among the several school dis-
tricts in the State, she is behind several competitors.

Ohio sends one copy of the “ Ohio School Journal” to each
school board. Connecticut appropropriates $250 for two hun-
dred and twenty copies of the “ Connecticut School Journal,”
which is but two-thirds the size of the “ Massachusetts Teacher.”
New York appropriates $l,OOO. Pennsylvania $1,700. Michi-
gan and Wisconsin each sends a copy of its Journal to every
school district. Upper Canada appropriates to the same end
about $l,BOO. In Rhode Island, Indiana and Illinois, proposi-
tions for like expenditures are now before the legislatures. The
States enumerated are the only northern States save one in
which periodicals devoted to school interests have been estab-
lished.

Prom the foregoing considerations and from many others
which might be adduced if it were deemed necessary, your
Committee unanimously agree to report the accompanying -

Resolve.

For the Committee,

JOHN BATCHELDER.
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Resolved ,
That there be allowed and paid, out of the treasury

of this Commonwealth, to the Massachusetts State Teachers’
Association, the sum of nine hundred dollars, in three annual
instalments of three hundred dollars each, on condition that
the said association will furnish a copy of the “ Massachusetts
Teacher ” to each school committee in the several cities and
towns in the State for the term of three years, for the benefit of
present and future school committees ; and that the governor
draw his warrants accordingly.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-Seven.

Commomucaltl) of illnssacljusctts.

RESOLVE

in favor of the Massachusetts State Teachers’ Association.


