
SENATE....No. 121.

The Joint Standing Committee on Education, to whom was
committed the Petition of the Selectmen of the Town of
Southwick, praying for an alteration of the School Laws, so
that said town may receive its share of the income of the
School Fund,

That the circumstances under which said town petitions for
relief, are as follows:—In 1850, the town contained 1,120 in-
habitants ; its valuation is over $525,000 ; the number of chil-
dren between the ages of five and fifteen years, is 246. By the
last will and testament of Richard Dickinson, deceased, the town
came into the possession, in 1824, of a legacy of about $15,600,
the interest of which is, by the conditions of said will, annually
applied to the support of schools in said town ; an amount not
exceeding one-half of the whole interest, to the support of a
grammar school, and other necessary schools in the Centre
District, and the remainder to the support of the other schools
in the town, in proportion to the number of scholars in each
district between the ages of four and eighteen years.
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The annual interest arising from said fund, is $936. One-
half of this sum is expended in the Centre District, and the
other half, to which there is added from other sources, about
$75, is divided among the other districts. No money is raised
by taxation for school purposes, and therefore, by the existing
law, the town is not entitled to receive any part of the income
of the State School Fund. Of this the petitioners complain.
They insist that, inasmuch as the town expends annually, in
the manner above described, upon its public schools more money
by the scholar than would be sufficient, if raised by taxation, to
entitle them to share in the income of the State Fund; and
inasmuch as said fund is the common property of all the citi-
zens of the State, it is unjust to deprive the town of any benefit
therefrom, notwithstanding its failure to comply with the con-
ditions on which it is distributed; and they ask for such an
alteration in the law as shall entitle those towns which raise the
required amount, whether by taxation or otherwise, to the ben-
efit of the fund.

With this view of the case the Committee do not coincide.
In their opinion, it is entirely competent for the State to set
apart any portion of its funds, however derived, for the promo-
tion ofany common interests, and to make the distribution of
its proceeds dependent upon such conditions precedent, as shall
be promotive of said interests. Such is the School Fund. The
conditions on which the distribution of its proceeds depend are,
that the towns raise an annual tax for the support of schools,
equal to $1.50 for each child between the ages of five and fifteen
years, in said towns, and make certain prescribed returns with
reference to said tax, and other matters pertaining to the schools.

It has ever been the policy of Massachusetts to encourage the
towns to support their schools by taxation, from the well-
grounded conviction that the schools thus maintained will
better answer their end than if supported in any other mode.
The petitioners ask for such a modification of the law as will
change this policy. The Committee believe it would be unwise
to change it, and therefore recommend that the petitioners have
leave to withdraw. »

J. WHITE, Chairman.


