
SENATE....No. 129.

The Joint Committee on Public Charitable Institutions, to whom
was committed the Annual Report of the Inspectors and
Superintendent of the State Almshouse at Monson,

By a law passed in 1855 (chapter 412) it was provided that
all pauper children, between five and sixteen years of age, then
residing in the several State almshouses, together with all who
should thereafter become chargeable to the State, should be
sent to the State almshouse at Monson, and that institution
was by the same act, “ set apart for the purposes of a State
pauper school.” Under the provisions of that act the children
thus selected were sent from the other State almshouses, and
the school at Monson was commenced. The experiment of
providing a separate educational establishment for the pauper
children of the State, where particular attention should be paid
to their intellectual and moral culture, and where they might
enjoy those advantages which would tend to fit them for useful-
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ness in after life, and prepare them to become independent and
self-supporting citizens, met with very general favor.

No one who has visited the school thus established, can fail
to be impressed with the manifest advantages of providing some
such educational facilities for the unfortunate children of
poverty who are thrown upon the charity of the State. Sep-
arated, to a great extent, from the contaminating influences of
older and more vicious inmates of our almshouses, and removed
from the neighborhood of our large cities and towns, where
many of them wore receiving the worst example from the class
by which they were naturally surrounded, they found in the
institution thus provided by the bounty of the State an asylum
where they received the protection and care which their help-
lessness and ignorance demands.

Unfortunately, however, under the provisions of the law
alluded to, certain cases of hardship arose from the arbitrary
separation of children from their parents, and much practical
inconvenience was found to result, from the mode in which it
became necessary to send paupers from the several towns to
the almshouses. It was thought, moreover, that the scheme
involved an increased expense for the support of our State
paupers, inasmuch as it became necessary to transport them
often from one extremity of the State to the other.

For these and various other reasons the law of 1855 was
repealed at the next session of the legislature, and the school
at Monson is thus left to become gradually bereft of its pupils,
and will soon cease entirely to fill the place which it was
designed to occupy, unless some provision is made to secure to
it the number of children which it ought to contain for the
purposes for which it was founded.

Your Committee, therefore, recommend the passage of the
accompanying Bill, which it is confidently believed by them will
obviate the objections made to the former Act, and restore the
school at Monson to its originally designed position as an edu-
cational institution for the pauper children of the Common-
wealth.

For the Committee,

0. WARNER, Chairman.



31857.] SENATE—No. 129.

Seven.

AN ACT
Providing for the Classification of State Paupers.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. All children between the ages of six and
2 sixteen years, except those who are permanently dis-

-3 eased or idiotic, who are now, or may hereafter be-
-4 come inmates of the State almshouses at Tewksbury,
5 Bridgewater, or Rainsford Island, shall be sent to the
5 State almshouse at Monson.

1 Sect. 2. Whenever the removal of such children
2 as are specified in this act would cause a separation
3 of children of the same family, or of children from
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4 their parents, all the children of such families,
5 together with their parents, shall be sent, without re-
-6 gard to then- ages, to the State almshouse at Monson,
7 except such parents as are not of suitable character
8 to have the care of their children.

1 Sect. 3. Each superintendent of the several State
2 almshouses at Tewksbury, Bridgewater and Rainsford
3 Island, shall furnish the board of inspectors of the
4 almshouse which he superintends, with a list of the
5 names of such children and parents as are specified
6 in the first and second sections of this act, at each
7 monthly meeting of said inspectors; and said inspec-
-8 tors shall cause the removal of such persons to the
9 State almshouse at Monson during the first week of

10 the month following that in which said monthly
11 meeting is held.

1 Sect. 4. Whenever any person who is permanently
2 diseased, idiotic, insane, or vicious, shall become an
3 inmate of the State almshouse at Monson, and the
4 same shall appear to the inspectors of said State
5 almshouse injurious to the health, morals or discipline
6 of the children, the said inspectors shall have power

?

7 and are hereby authorized, to send such persons to
8 one of the other State almshouses having the least
9 number of inmates at the time.

1 Sect. 5. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent
2 with the provisions of this act, are hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 6. This act shall take effect on and after
2 its passage.

4 CLASSIFICATION OF STATE PAUPERS. [Apr. ’57


