
SENATE....No. 133.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was committed
the House Bill in relation to Billiard Tables and Bowling
Alleys, also the Petitions of Joshua Sylvester and others, and
E. S. Waldron and others, having duly considered the same,
report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

K. I. BURBANK.

<£ommomu£flltl) of ittnssadjuectts.

In Senate, April 13, 1857.
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. If any person, not licensed as hereinafter
2 provided, shall keep or suffer to be kept, in any house.,
3 building, yard or dependency thereof, by him actually
4 occupied, any table for the purpose of playing at
5 billiards, or any bowling alley for the purpose of play-
-6 ing at bowls, for hire, gain or reward, or shall for hire,
7 gain orreward suffer any person to resort to the same
8 for the purpose of playing at billiards or bowls, he
9 shall forfeit, for every such offence, a sum not excced-

10 ing one hundred dollars, to the use of the city or town
11 where the offence shall have been committed.
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1 Sect. 2. The board of aldermen of the city of
2 Boston, the hoard of mayor and aldermen of any
3 other city, and the selectmen of any town may, within
4 their respective cities and towns, grant a license to
5 any person to keep a billiard table or bowling alley,
6 for hire, gain or reward, upon such terms and condi-
T tions as they may deem proper, to be used for amuse-
-8 ment merely, but not for the purpose of gaming for
9 money or other property. And such license may be

10 revoked at the pleasure of the authority granting the
11 same.

1 Sect. 3. If any person shall use or take part in
2 using any table or alley aforesaid, for the purpose of
3 gaming for money or other property, he shall forfeit,
4 for every such offence, a sum not exceeding fifty dol-
-5 lars to the use of the city or town where the offence
6 shall have been committed.

1 Sect. 4. If any person shall make oath before any
2 justice of the peace or any police court, that he sus-
-3 pects, or has probable cause to suspect that any house
4 or other building is unlawfully used as and for a
6 common gaming house, for the purpose of gaming for
6 money or other property, and that idle and dissolute
7 persons resort to the same for that purpose, such
8 justice or police court, whether the names of such
9 persons last mentioned are known to the complainant

10 or not, shall issue a warrant commanding the sheriff
11 or his deputy, or any constable, to enter into such
12 house or building, and there to arrest all persons who
13 shall be there found playing for money or otherwise,
14 or aiding or abetting those playing for money or other-



15 wise, and also the keepers of the same, and to take
16 into their custody all the implements of gaming as
17 aforesaid, and to keep the said persons and imple-
-18 ments so that they may he forthcoming before such
19 justice or police court, to be dealt with according to
20 law. And any person who shall be there found play-
-21 ing for money or otherwise, or aiding or abetting those
22 playing for money or otherwise, shall forfeit, for every
23 such offence, a sum not exceeding fifty dollars, to the
24 use of the city or town where the offence shall have
25 been committed.

1 Sect. 5. Justices of the peace and police courts
2 shall have jurisdiction of the offences mentioned in
3 this act, saving to the accused the right of appeal.
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