
SENATE.....No. 169.

The Standing Committee on Towns, to whom was committed
the Petition of R. L. Barstow and others, of Rochester, praying
for a division of the Town of Rochester, and the incorporation
therefrom of a new Town, report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

E. R. SAWIN.

Commomumltl) of illaosacljusctts.

In Senate, April SO, 1857.
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n tlic Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Seven.

AN ACT

To incorporate the Town of Mattapoisett.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. All that part of the town of Rochester,
2 in the county of Plymouth, lying southerly of a line
3 beginning at a stone post in the division lure between
4 the towns of Fairhaven and Rochester aforesaid,
5 standing on the north side of, and about one rod Rom,
6 the public highway leading from the dwelling-house
7 of William Ellis, in said Rochester, to the dwelling-
-8 house of Martin Gammons, in Fairhaven; thence
9 from said stone post east, five degrees south, running

10 south of the barn of John H. Clark to Mattapoisett
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11 River; thence northerly in the thread of said river,
12 to a stake and stones standing west, two degrees
13 north, from the Cedar Swamp Brook Bridge; thence
14 from said stake and stones east, two degrees south, to
15 the division line between Rochester and Marion, is
16 hereby incorporated into a separate town by the name
17 of Mattapoisett; and the said town of Mattapoisett
18 is hereby vested with all the powers and privileges,
19 rights and immunities, and shall be subject to all the
20 duties and requisitions, to which other towns are
21 entitled and subjected by the constitution and laws of
22 this Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 2. The inhabitants of said town of Matta-
-2 poisett shall be holden to pay all arrearages of taxes
3 legally assessed upon them before this act takes
4 effect, and also their proportion of such state and
5 county taxes as may be assessed upon them before the
6 taking of the next State valuation; said proportion
7 to be ascertained and determined by the last decen-
-8 nial valuation of the town of Rochester: provided,

9 however , that the town of Rochester shall he anthor-
-10 ized to collect the tax assessed by virtue of law, on
11 the first day of May, this current year, upon the
12 inhabitants - and owners of property in said town of
13 Mattapoisett; and the said town of Rochester, after
14 deducting the reasonable expenses of collecting the
15 same, shall account with, and pay over the same to,
16 the town treasurer of said Mattapoisett; and the said
17 town of Rochester may employ, for the collection of
18 the taxes assessed on the first of May of this current
19 year, and for the collection of all arrears of taxes
20 heretofore legally assessed by the said town of Roches-
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21 ter, both in Rochester and Mattapoisett, the collector
22 chosen at the last annual meeting, who shall have all
23 the powers, and perform all the duties, incident to
24 the office of town collector, in both towns, any thing
25 in his place of residence to the contrary notwithstand-
-26 ing.

»

1 Sect. 3. The said towns of Rochester and Matta-
-2 poisett shall be respectively liable for the support of
3 all persons who are now receiving relief from Roches-
-4 ter as paupers, according to the last decennial valua-
-5 tion of property within their respective limits. And
6 the said towns of Rochester and Mattapoisett shall
7 be respectively liable for the support of all persons
8 who may hereafter stand in need of relief as paupers,
9 whose settlement was gained by, or derived from, a

10 settlement gained or derived within their respective
11 limits.

1 Sect. 4. The town-house and Sprague legacy
2 shall be the exclusive property of Rochester. And
3 Mattapoisett shall pay to Rochester their proportion
4 of twelve hundred dollars for the interest they have
5 in the fire department; and Rochester shall relin-
-6 quish all right and claim in said fire department to
7 Mattapoisett.

1 Sect. 5. The alewife fisheries of Mattapoisett
2 River, and the town mills situate on said river, shall
3 remain the property and privilege of all the inhabi-
-4 tauts of the towns of Rochester, Marion and Matta-
-5 poisett; and said alcwives shall be sold, as now, to
6 each and every family residing in either of said towns,
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7 at such price per one hundred as the majority of the
8 legal voters of the said towns of Rochester, Marion
9 and Mattapoisett may, from time to time, determine;

10 and in case said towns shall fail to fix a price as afore-
-11 said, then it shall be the duty of the three inspectors,
12 hereinafter provided for, to sell said alewives at such
13 rates as they, or a majority of them, shall determine.
14 The net yearly profits of said alcwifc fisheries, and
15 the net yearly earnings of said town mills, shall be
16 appropriated, as now, as a sinking fund to pay the
17 debts incurred on account of the said mills and fish-
-18 eries, until said debts shall be thus or otherwise
19 liquidated. After the payment of the debts afore-

-20 said, the mills may be sold whenever the said towns
21 of Rochester, Marion and Mattapoisett shall so deter-
-22 mine by concurrent vote; and the net yearly rents of
23 said mills, (until sold,) and the net proceeds of such
24 sales, and also the net yearly profits from sales of said
25 alewives, shall be apportioned and paid into the
26 treasury of said towns of Rochester, Marion and
27 Mattapoisett, according to the valuation of each of
28 said towns as ascertained and determined by their
29 next preceding town valuations, respectively.
30 The manner of taking said alewives, and the whole
31 management of said fisheries, as also the letting and
32 management of said town mills, (until disposed of,)
33 shall be with three inspectors, to be chosen annually,
34 as follows; One from each of the three towns of
35 Rochester, Marion and Mattapoisett.

1 Sect. 6. The towns of Rochester and Mattapoisett
2 shall be holden to pay their just and equitable pro-
-3 portions of all debts and liabilities for which the town
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4 of Rochester may he liable when this act takes effect;
5 and said town of Mattapoisett shall* be entitled to
6 receive its just and equitable proportion of the value
7 of all property, both real and personal, and of all
8 annuities, funds in trust, or assets, now owned or held
9 by the said town of Rochester, the disposition of which

10 is not provided for in sections four and five.

m
1 Sect. 7. All the privileges which the citizens of
2 Rochester and Mattapoisett had before this act takes
3 effect, to take shell and scale fish from the shores or
4 fiats and waters within the towns of Rochester and
5 Mattapoisett, shall remain the same as if this act had
6 not passed.

1 Sect. 8. The town of Mattapoisett shall pay their
2 just and equitable proportion of the surplus revenue,
3 whenever called for by the government of the United

J O

4 States.

1 Sect. 9. Said town of Mattapoisett shall remain
2 a part of the town of Rochester for the purpose of
3 electing State officers, senators and representatives to
4 general court, representatives to congress, and electors
5 of president and vice-president of the United States,
6 until the next decennial census shall be taken, or

7 until another apportionment of representatives to
8 general court shall be made. The meetings for the
9 choice of said officers shall be called by the selectmen

10 of Rochester; and the selectmen of Mattapoisett shall
11 make a true list of persons belonging to said town ot
12 Mattapoisett, qualified to vote at every such election,
13 and shall post up the same in the said town of Matta-
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14 poisett, and shall correct the same as required by
15 law, and shall deliver th# same to the selectmen of
16 Rochester before any such election; and the same
17 shall be taken and used by the selectmen of Roches-
-18 ter for such election, in the same manner as if it had
19 been prepared by themselves.

1 Sect. 10. Any justice of the peace, for the county
2 of Plymouth, may issue his warrants, directed to any
3 principal inhabitant of said town of Mattapoisett,
4 requiring him to notify the inhabitants thereof, quali-
-5 ficd to vote in town affairs, to meet at the time and
6 place therein appointed, for the purpose of choosing
7 all such town officers as towns arc by law authorized
8 and required to choose at their annual meetings ; and
9 said warrant shall he served by posting up copies

10 thereof, attested by the person to whom the same is
11 directed, in four public places in said town, fourteen
12 days at least, before the time of meeting. The select-
-13 men of Rochester shall, before said meeting, prepare
14 a list of voters in said town of Mattapoisett, qualified
15 to vote at said meeting, and shall deliver the same to
16 the person presiding at said meeting, before the choice
17 of thereof.

1 Sect. 11. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.




