
SENATE.,..]No. 184.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts:

The undersigned, by order and in behalf of the city govern-
ment of the city of Cambridge, respectfully represents, that in
1846 the legislature granted a charter to the Hancock Free
Bridge corporation, by which authority was given to build a
new bridge across Charles River, from Boston to Cambridge,
provided neither of the then existing bridges could be pur-
chased in the manner therein set forth, but compelling said
corporation to purchase the existing bridges if the proprietors
should consent to sell them, and said corporation was autho-
rized to collect and receive tolls upon said bridge or bridges,
until a sum had been realized sufficient to repay the cost of
building or of purchasing, together with all cost for repairs and
care of the same, leaving a fund of one hundred thousand
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dollars for the future support of the West Boston Bridge, and
fifty thousand dollars for the future support of the Canal Bridge,
should both bridges bo purchased, “ when the bridge or bridges,
together with the fund, should revert to and become the pro-
perty of the Commonwealth, to be maintained from said fund
free of tolls forever after.” That when that charter was
granted, the committee by whom the Bill was reported, refused
to reporta Bill giving any authority to raise money for the sup-
port of any portion of the roads belonging either to the West
Boston Bridge or Canal Bridge Corporations, either in Cam-
bridge, Brighton, or Watertown, but simply for the support of
the bridge or bridges named in the charter,—or by which the
Commonwealth should assume the support of any thing beyond
the mere bridge or bridges lying between Boston and Cambridge.
That by the 9th section of that Act, chapter 14S of the statutes
of 1846 neither the franchise or any portion of the roads be-
longing either to the West Boston Bridge or Canal Bridge Cor-
porations were to revert to or become the property of the Com-
monwealth, but only the bridge or bridges, together with the
fund, which fund was to be applied golely to the maintenance
of the bridge or bridges.

That a Bill is now pending before the legislature, by which
it is proposed to authorize the City of Cambridge, by a vote of
the citizens thereof, to assume the liabilities which the State
agreed to assume, to wit: the support of the bridges between
Boston and Cambridge with a fund of one hundred thousand
dollars, thus without any change in principle or in policy, but
by simply changing the agent, saving the public from an unne-
cessary tax of fifty thousand dollars. That against the passage
of this Bill the inhabitants of Brighton remonstrate, setting
forth that the fund proposed to be raised was intended as much
for the support of the roads leading through Brighton and
Watertown, owned by the West Boston Bridge Corporation, as
for the bridges between Cambridge and Boston; that they
have the plighted faith of the State in the stipulations in the
Act of 1824, under which the turnpike from Cambridge to
Watertown was built, that neither Cambridge, Brighton nor
Watertown should ever be called upon to maintain said turn-
pike without their own consent, and praying that a portion ol
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the fund should be set apart for the maintenance, of said road
lying in Brighton and Watertown.

Against any such appropriation of the fund your memorialists
respectfully remonstrate.

First, because by the Act incorporating the Hancock Free
Bridge Corporation the legislature deliberately and intentionally
refused to permit a fund to he raised for the support of the
roads leading to said bridges, either in Cambridge, Brighton or
Watertown, strictly guarding in said Act against the reversion
of any portion of such roads to the Commonwealth, and pro-
viding that the fund should be exclusively for, and devoted to
the support of the bridges.

Second, because the stipulations referred to in the Act of
1824, under which the turnpike from Cambridge to Watertown
was built was not a contract to which the Commmonwealth was
a party, or to the fulfilment of which the faith of the State was
pledged, any more than it is to the fulfilment of all contracts
made by individuals under the laws of the Commonwealth, but
simply a contract between those towns and the West Boston
Bridge Corporation, which contract was not a perpetual contract,
but must cease to exist whenever the West Boston Bridge Cor-
poration and its franchise should cease to exist.

Third, because no such apportionment of the fund could
justly be made without a provision for the support of the roads
lying in Cambridge and formerly belonging to the West Boston
Bridge Corporation and Canal Bridge Corporation, which roads,
together with about two-fifths of what was originally a part of
each of said bridges, has been accepted by the City of Cambridge
in good faith, believing that the legislature did not originally
intend, and would never permit any portion of the fund to be
appropriated for their future support.

Fourth, that such an appropriation of the fund would render
a large increase necessary to meet the expenses of supporting
both the roads and the bridges, would prolong the time when
the bridges would be free to an indefinite period, and virtually
defeat the object sought to be accomplished botli by the people
and by the legislature.

Fifth, that the only objects which would induce the citizens
of Cambridge to accept the Act now before the legislature, if
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passed, would be to relieve themselves and the whole commu-
nity of an unnecessary burden of fifty thousand dollars, and to
secure free bridges at the earliest possible time, and if these
objects cannot be secured they would have no inducement to
assume so great a responsibility.

JOHN SARGENT, Mayor.

Cambridge, April 27, 1857.


