
SENATE... .No. 186.

REMONSTRANCE.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives, in
General Court assembled:—

The inhabitants of the town of Watertown, petitioning and
remonstrating, show;—

That the West Boston Bridge Corporation was incorporated
in 1792, for the purpose of building a bridge and road from
Boston to Cambridge.

That in 1824 there was granted to the same corporation an
additional franchise, of building a turnpike road and two other
bridges over Charles River, from Watertown, through Brighton,
to Cambridge, for the purpose of increasing the travel to Bos-
ton over their bridge.

That no toll was ever taken over said last described road and
bridges separate from the toll on the bridge between Cambridge
and Boston, but the whole was supported as one entire property
from a common fund, and a very large part of the tolls to sup-
port the same and pay the dividends of the corporation, was
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paid by the travel which came over the said turnpike from
Brighton, Watertown and the towns westward of these.

That it was stipulated in the Act of 1824 that neither
Brighton, Watertown or Cambridge should ever be required to
support this turnpike and these bridges without its own consent.

That the Hancock Free Bridge Corporation was incorporated
for the purpose of purchasing and making free the avenues to
Boston owned by the West Boston Bridge Corporation and the
Canal Bridge Corporation, and purchased the property, and
succeeded to all the duties and liabilities of those corporations,
and among these to the duty of maintaining the said turnpike
and bridges.

That under this Act the said Hancock Free Bridge Corpora-
tion have proceeded to collect from tolls a sum of money suffi-
cient to repay them for their purchase, to rebuild the bridges in
Cambridge in a very expensive manner, and to fill up and make
solid a part of them, and to widen and greatly improve their
road in Cambridge connected with said bridge ; and a large
proportion of the fund needed to maintain their bridges and
roads as a free avenue forever. That to the raising this sum
the people of Brighton, Watertown, and the towns beyond,
have largely contributed, by their travel and payment of tolls,
while very little has been expended upon the portion of the
property not within the limits of Cambridge.

That your remonstrants are concerned to learn that a Bill
has been reported by a committee of your honorable body, the
effect of which is to bestow upon the City of Cambridge, for
the support of a portion only of the bridges and roads now the
property of the Hancock Free Bridge Corporation, the whole of
the fund which has been contributed and raised, thus appro-
priating to a part what is designed for and now belongs to the
whole of said avenue.

That the effect of this will be to require of Brighton and
Watertown the support of the remaining road and bridges,
contrary to the plighted faith ol the State, or to close and dis-

continue an important public avenue, to the fund for the support
of which, and its eventual freedom, the people of many towns

west of Cambridge have for years contributed largely.
That it would be as just for the Commonwealth to leave

Cambridge to support the bridges between Cambridge and Bos-
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ton without any share in the fund, or to take the alternative of
discontinuing them, as to compel your remonstrants to do the
same with the roads and bridges within their limits.

And your remonstrants have further perceived, with regret,
that while the report of the committee accompanying said Bill
seems to recognize the justice and equity of a provision for the
towns of Brighton and Watertown, amounting to twelve or
thirteen thousand dollars from the bridge fund, which those
towns have declined to accept, solely on account of the inade-
quacy of the amount, the Bill, as if for the purpose of punishing
your remonstrants for an opinion honestly entertained,, is framed
without any provision whatever for their protection.

Against the passage of so unjust a Bill, the undersigned
respectfully and earnestly remonstrate, and pray, that if any Act
is passed it may make for the support of that part of said
avenues which is situated in Watertown, a provision out of the
fund similar in kind and proportionate in amount to that which
you shall allow for the support of such part of said avenues as
is situated in Cambridge.

NATH’L WHITING,

And others.




