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The Committee on Prisons, to whom was recommitted the Peti-
tion of Hannah S. Jones, praying for an appropriation for her,
have considered the same, and

That David S. Jones, husband of the petitioner, entered upon
the duties of Warden of the State Prison, April 1, 1855, and
continued in that office till the time of his death, which was in
February, 1856.

That he was a faithful and efficient officer, is admitted on all
hands, and proved to the satisfaction of the Committee.

It was claimed by the friends of the petitioner, that this case
came into the same class as those of Solon H. Tenney and Galen
C. Walker, Warden and Deputy-Warden of the State Prison,
who were murdered by convicts ; that if a man died while in
the service of the State, his family should be aided just as much
as though he came to a violent death at the hands of those over
whom he was placed.
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Of tins the legislature can judge. The Committee failed to
see the subject in that light, and have been forced to a different
conclusion.

They find that the State made an appropriation for the family of
Charles Lincoln, who was murdered in the State Prison in 1849,
and this winter to the families of the late Warden and Deputy-
Warden. No other instances of a like nature have come to the
knowledge of the Committee, save the case of Judge John S.
Wells, and that of a Teacher of the Normal School at Bridge-
water, who died while in the service of the State. To their
families the balance of a year’s salary wT as paid, which are the
only instances of a grant made to the families of persons wdio
died in the service of the State.

David S. Jones was in the service of the State about ten and
a half months ; his salary was eighteen hundred dollars per
year, and he also had his house-rent, fuel and lights. During
this time, he also received five hundred dollars for extra ser-
vices.

The Committee would undoubtedly have followed the prece-
dents above cited, but for the fact that the Inspectors of the
Prison had anticipated them, and paid to the family thebalance
of a year’s salary.

Mr. Jones loft a widow, but no children dependent upon his
estate. It appeared in evidence, that the petitioner had secured
to her the sum of about fifty-six hundred dollars.

Upon (he consideration of the case, and the facts connected
with it, your Committee have not been able to that they
would be justified in recommending an appropriation, and would
therefore report that the petitioner have leave to withdraw her
petition.

For the Committee,

JAMES M. USHER.


