
SENATE....:No. 214.

[lntroduced, on leave, by Mr. Hunking.]

AN ACT
Providing for the apportionment of Senators among the

several Counties.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, asfollows :—

1 Sect. 1. That the forty members of which the
2 senate of Massachusetts is composed shall be appor-
-3 tioned to the several counties in the Commonwealth

tfommoiuDCrtltl) of iltassacljusctte.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Seven.
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4 in the following manner ; —So soon as each enumera-
-5 tion of the legal voters of the several cities and towns
6 directed by the constitution of Massachusetts to be
7 taken, shall be completed and returned to the State
8 department, it shall be the duty of the secretary of
9 State to ascertain the aggregate number of said legal

10 voters, which aggregate of legal voters he shall divide
11 by the number forty, and the product of such division,
12 rejecting the fractions of a unit if any should happen
13 to remain, shall be the ratio or rule of apportionment
14 of senators among the several counties under such
15 enumeration, and the secretary of State shall proceed
16 to ascertain the number of legal voters of each county,
17 and to divide the number of legal voters of each
18 county by the ratio already determined by him as
19 above directed, and the product of this last division
20 shall be the number of senators apportioned to such
21 county under the then last enumeration: provided, that
22 the loss of members caused by fractions remaining in
23 the several counties on the division of the legal voters
24 shall be compensated for by assigning to so many
25 counties having the largest fractions, one additional
26 member each for its fraction as may be necessary
27 to make the whole number of senators forty: and
28 provided, that the counties of Dukes and Nantucket,

:29 for the purposes of this act, shall be considered one

30 senatorial district.

1 Sect. 2, That when the secretary of State shall
2 have ascertained the number of senators to which the
3 several counties are entitled in the manner above
4 directed, under the next or any subsequent enumera-
-5 tion of the legal voters of the Commonwealth, he
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6 shall, as soon as practicable, make out and transmit,
7 under the seal of the Commonwealth, to the president
8 of the senate, a certificate of the number of members
9 apportioned to each county under the then last enu-

-10 meration.

1 Sect. 3. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.




