
SENATE....•No. 215.

The Joint Special Committee appointed to consider tho expe-
diency of annulling the contract by which the Farm con-
nected with the State Reform School, at Westborough, was
placed under the State Board of Agriculture,

That the Committee have visited the same—examined the
condition and management of the school, and inspected the
operations on the farm.

Said contract expires, by its terms, in April, 1859 ; and inas-
much as the present farming season has commenced and pro-
gressed too far to allow of any immediate change, and as the
plans of the Hoard of Agriculture cannot well be suddenly ter-
minated, your Committee do not advise that said contract should
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be annulled ; but they do unanimously recommend that it be
not renewed when it expires in 1858, but that some other and
different arrangement be made at the time of its expiration, and
that both the trustees of the school and said board take season-
able notice that such is the intention of the Commonwealth.

Your CommitteeI’are 1’are brought to this result mainly by a strong
feeling that the farm and tiro school should be under the same
management—under one common head. The farm was origi-
nally intended to bo an appendage to the school, and should
continue to be so regarded and managed. It should afford to
the children an opportunity for healthful, out of door exercise,
so that while they are trained to habits of industry, and are
earning something for the State, they may benefit themselves.
The mode of farming, too—the crops raised and the labor done,
should have reference to this end. The boys should be, while
at work, under the charge and responsible for their conduct to
the same persons who have charge of them at other times. The
school should, in all respects, be the principal, the farm the inci-
dent. Your Committee found, as might have been expected,
that this was not the case, that while the trustees labor for the
immediate interests of the school, the Board of Agriculture
feel that they are to labor for the interests of the farm or ofthe
State—for the promotion of the cause of agriculture.

As one illustration of this they found that while thousands of
dollars have been expended for improvements of the farm—for
experiments in the various branches of agriculture, &c., not
enough milk has been made during the last winter to color the
boys’ cup of chocolate. Your Committee do not find the mode
of farming there profitable to the State or school, and they can-
not commend it as entitled to encouragement or support from
the State.

They feel at this time that they can do no more than express
this opinion, as the arrangement which shall be made at the
expiration of the present lease must depend upon the good
sense of a future legislature ; but your Committee hope that
until that time the two parties having the control of the school
and farm will adopt some course by which the boys may as much
as possible be under the care of their proper officers, and that
the farming operations may be so managed as to yield for the
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support ot the institution as large a supply as possible of the
necessaries of life, and that this, rather than agricultural exper-
iments, be regarded as the paramount object.
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