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House of Representatives May 28,1857

To the Speaker ;—

The Committee on Education, have, by virtue of the authority
conferred on them, visited, by three or more of their number,
each of the four State Normal Schools.

They found the school at Bridgewater in good condition, the
number of pupils being about ninety, of both sexes. The
Committee were present at the closing examination of the win-
ter term, and had excellent facilities for forming an opinion
upon the scope of the course of study and of intellectual train-
ing pursued at that institution. In these respects, too high
praise can hardly be given, unless perhaps the study of language
and literature, and practical teaching exorcises may be consid-
ered as made too far subordinate to the higher mathematics.
The Committee are led to inquire whether a slight change in
the direction indicated would not render the course more inter-
esting and refining to the pupils, and whether a similar result
would not be promoted by the employment of a female as second
assistant-teacher. Whether these suggestions are well or ill-
founded, the Committee are very sure that this institution
deserves the fullest confidence and most liberal consideration
from the legislature.

(Hommomocaltli of itlassacljusctts.



2 [May, ’67.STATE NORMAL SCHOOLS.

The Westfield School, also for both sexes, was found to be the
fullest in the State, there being more than one hundred pupils
present. The Committee’s visit was also at the closing exam-
ination. The exorcises were varied in their character, relating
equally to the exact and natural sciences, and to criticisms, prac-
tical instruction, mental philosophy, &c. The school was in
excellent condition, and appeared to be performing its great
work in a highly praiseworthy and satisfactory manner.

The Salem School, devoted exclusively to females, was found
to be of about the same size as that at Bridgewater. This
school commended itself to the Committee, both for the thor-
oughness and comprehensiveness of its course of study and
training, and for the energy and inspiriting influence exerted
by the indefatigable principal and his assistants. This is the
youngest of the four Normal schools, but appears to be second
in merit to no other.

The school at Framingham, also exclusively for females, was
found with less than fifty pupils, thus being the smallest, though
the oldest and most favored of these institutions. The Com-
mittee think that the condition of this school calls for a greater
share of energy on the part of its teachers and other friends,
that it may bo restored to its former relative superiority ; they
also suggest greater care in the selection of studies and text-,
books, such abstract works as that of Guizot, on Government,
being in their opinion entirely unsuited to the wants of one of
these seminaries, especially when the pupils arc all females,
fhe Committee must, however, bear testimony to the manifest
devotion of both teachers and pupils to their peculiar work, and
their evidently earnest desire to perform the same thoroughly.

In conclusion, the Committee recommend the State Normal
Schools to the continued confidence and fostering care of the
legislature, and to the attention and encouragement of the
people of the Commonwealth.

For the Committee,
JOHN A. GOODWIN.

House of Representatives, May 30, 1857.
Read and sent up.

William Stowe, Clerk.
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