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<£ommonlucalt!) of iHassadjusrtts.

In Senate, April 8, 1839.

The following Article of Amendment to the Constitu-
tion of this Commonwealth having been agreed to by the
Senate, a majority of the members present, and voting
thereon, having voted in the affirmative, and having been
ordered, if the House concur, to be referred to the Gene-
ral Court next to be chosen, is transmitted to the House
of Representatives for its concurrence.

MYRON LAWRENCE, President.

ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT.

The Constitution mav Ire amended in the following
•r O

manner :

In the year one thousand eight hundred and forty-three,
and every tenth year thereafter, articles of amendment to
the Constitution may be proposed in the General Court;
and if such articles of amendment shall be agreed to by a
majority of the Senate and two-thirds of the House of
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Representatives, present and voting thereon, such pro-
posed articles of amendment shall be entered on the
journals of the two Houses, with the yeas and nays, taken
thereon, and referred to the General Court, then next to
he chosen, and shall be published ; and if in the General
Court next chosen as aforesaid, such proposed articles of
amendment shall be agreed to by a majority of the Sena-
tors and two-thirds of the members of the House of Rep-
resentatives, present and voting thereon, the General
Court shall submit such proposed articles of amendment
to the people; and if they shall be ratified by a majority
of the qualified voters, voting thereon at meetings legally
warned and held for that purpose, they shall become part
of the Constitution of this Commonwealth.

The ninth article of amendment of the Constitution,
adopted by the people on the ninth day of April, in the
year one thousand eight hundred and twenty-one, is
hereby annulled.

House of Representatives, April 9, 1839.

The foregoing amendment having been agreed to by
two-thirds ol the members, present and voting thereon,
the same is adopted in concurrence with the Senate.

ROBERT C. WINTHROP, Speaker.
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The following Article of Amendment to the Constitu-
tion of this Commonwealth, having been agreed to by
the Senate, a majority of the members present, and vot-
ing thereon, having voted in the affirmative, and having
been ordered—if the House concur—to be referred to
the Genera] Court next to be chosen, is transmitted to
the House of Representatives for its concurrence.

MYRON LAWRENCE, President.

A census of the inhabitants of each city and town,
on the first day of May, shall be taken, and returned
into the Secretary’s office, on or before the last day of
June, of the year one thousand eight hundred and forty,
and of every tenth year thereafter, which census shall
determine the apportionment of Senators and Represen-
tatives for the term of ten years.

commontotaltt) of

In Senate, April 8, 1839.

ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT.
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The several Senatorial Districts now existing, shall he

permanent. The Senate shall consist of forty members :

aiuTin the year one thousand eight hundred and forty,
and every tenth year thereafter, the Governor and Coun-
cil shall assign the number of Senators to be chosen in
eaclvdistrict, according to the number of inhabitants in
the same. But, in all cases, at least one Senator shall
be assigned to each district.

The members of the House of Representatives shall
be apportioned in the following manner; Every town
or city containing twelve hundred inhabitants, may elect
one representative ; and two thousand four hundred in-
habitants shall be the mean increasing number which
shall entitle it to an additional Representative.

Every town containing less than twelve hundred in-
habitants, shall be entitled to elect a Representative as
many times, within ten years, as the number one hun-
dred and sixty is contained in the number of the inhabit-
ants of said town.—A.

Any two or more of the several towns may, by con-
sent of a majority of the legal voters present at a legal
meeting, in each of said towns respectively, called for
that purpose, and held before the first day of August, in
the year one thousand eight hundred and forty, and eve-
ry tenth year thereafter, form themselves into a Repre-
sentative District, to continue for the term of ten years;
and such district shall have all the rights, in regard to rep-
resentation, which would belong to a town containing
the same number of inhabitants.

Ihe number of inhabitants which shall entitle a town
to elect one representative, and the mean increasing num-
ber, which shall entitle a town or city to elect more than
one, and also the number by which the population of
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towns, not entitled to a Representative every year, is to

be divided, shall be increased respectively, by one-tenth
of the numbers above mentioned whenever the population
of the Commonwealth shall have increased to seven hun-
dred and seventy thousand and for every additional in-
crease of seventy thousand inhabitants, the same addition
of one-tenth shall be made respectively to the said num-
bers abovementioned.

In the year of each decennial census the Governor and
Council shall, before the first day of September, apportion
the number of Representatives which each city, town, and
Representative District, is entitled to elect, and ascertain
how many years within ten years, any town may elect a
representative, which is not entitled to elect one every
year; and the Governor shall cause the same to be pub-
lished forthwith.

Nine counsellors shall be annually chosen from among
the people at large, on the first Wednesday of January,
or as soon thereafter as may be, by the joint ballot of the
Senators and Representatives assembled, in one room,
who shall, as soon as may be, in like manner, fill up any
vacancies that may happen in the Council, by death, re-
signation or otherwise. No person shall be elected a
counsellor, who has not been an inhabitant of this Com-
monwealth, for the term of five years immediately preced-
ing his election ; and not more than one counsellor shall
be chosen from any one Senatorial District in the Com-
monwealth,

No possession of a freehold or of any other estate shall
be required as a qualification for holding a seat in either
branch of the General Court, or in the Executive
Council.
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House of Representatives, April 9, 1839.

The foregoing article of amendment is agreed to by the
House, two-thirds of the members present and voting
thereon, being in favor thereof, with the following amend-
ment, namely : at the end of the fourth paragraph, at A,
insert the following clause :

“ Such towns may also elect one representative for the
year in which the valuation of estates within the Com-
monwealth, shall be settled.”

ROBERT C. WINTHROP, Speaker.

The Senate agree to the above amendment, a majority
of the Board present, and voting thereon, having voted in
the affirmative.

MYRON LAWRENCE, President.

In Senate, April 9, 1839.


