
SENATE....No.No. 4.

Ordered, That the Twelfth Article of Amendment of
the Constitution of this Commonwealth be printed for
the use of the members of the Legislature.

Attest,

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.

In Senate, Jan. 17, 1840.
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[Jan.2 AMENDMENT OF CONSTITUTION.

TWELFTH ARTICLE
OF

AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION.

Id order to provide for a representation of the citizens
of this Commonwealth, founded upon the principles of
equality, a censusof the ratable polls in each city, town and
district of the Commonwealth, on the first day of May,
shall be taken, and returned into the Secretary’s Office,
in such manner as the Legislature shall provide, within
the month of May, in the year of our Lord one thou-
sand eight hundred and thirty-seven, and in every tenth
year thereafter in the month of May, in manner afore-
said ; and each town or city having three hundred rata-
ble polls at the last preceding decennial censusof polls,
may elect one representative, and for every four hun-
dred and fifty ratable polls in addition to the first three
hundred, one representative more.

Any town having less than three hundred ratable
polls shall be represented thus : the whole number of
ratable polls, at the last preceding decennial census of
polls, shall be multiplied by ten, and the product divi-
ded by three hundred, and such town may elect one
representative as many years within ten years as three
hundred is contained in the product aforesaid.
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Any city or town having ratable polls enough to elect
one or more representatives, with any number of polls
beyond the necessary number, may be represented as to
that surplus number by multiplying such surplus num-
ber by ten, and dividing the product by four hundred
and fifty ; and such city or town may elect one addi-
tional representative as many years within the ten
years as four hundred and fifty is contained in the pro-
duct aforesaid.

Any two or more of the several towns and districts
may, by consent of a majority of the legal voters pres-
ent at a legal meeting in each of said towns and dis-
tricts respectively, called for (hat purpose and held pre-
vious to the first day of July, in the year in which the
decennial census of polls shall be taken, form them-
selves into a representative district, to continue until
the next decennial census of polls, for the election of
a representative or representatives ; and such district
shall have all the rights, in regard to representation,
which would belong to a town containing the same
number of ratable polls.

The governor and council shall ascertain and deter-
mine, within the months of July and August, in the
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thir-
ty-seven, according to the foregoing principles, the
number of representatives which each city, town and
representative district is entitled to elect, and the num-
ber of years within the period of ten years, then next
ensuing, that each city, town and representative dis-
trict may elect an additional representative ; and where
any town has not a sufficient number of polls to elect a
representative each year, then how many years within
the ten years such town may elect a representative ;



and the same shall be done once in ten years thereaf-
ter by the governor and council, and the number of ra-
table polls in each decennial census of polls shall deter-
mine the number of representatives which each city,
town and representative district may elect as aforesaid ;

and when the number of representatives, to be elected
by each city, town or representive district, is ascertain-
ed and determined as aforesaid, the governor shall
cause the same to be published forthwith for the infor-
mation of the people, and that number shall remain fixed
and unalterable for the period of ten years.

All the provisions of the existing constitution incon-
sistent with the provisions herein contained, are here-
by wholly annulled.
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