
SENATE....No. 19.

To the Honorable President of the Senate, and the

Hon. Speaker of the House of Representatives.

I herewith transmit, for the information of the Legislature,
a Report of the quantity, quality, and value, of this Common-
wealth’s interest in the Public Lands, situated in the State of
Maine, together with an account of the sales, made the last
year, and the receipts and disbursements of the proceeds.

Very respectfully,

Your obedient servant

GEO. W. COFFIN, Land Agent.

Commontoealt!) of iHassacfjusctts.
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To the Honorable Senate and the Hon. House of Representatives of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts:

Gentlemen :

At the close of the last year, conformably to customary us-
age, the undersigned, Land Agent of the Commonwealth, had
the honor to report to His Excellency the Governor, a state-
ment of the proceedings of this department, in the sale, dispo-
sition, and management of the public lands the last year.—
And at this time, I beg leave most respectfully, to report for
the information of the Legislature, a summary statement, con-
taining an account of the number of acres of the public lands,
which have been assigned and set off in severalty to this Com-
monwealth, under the provisions of the Act, separating Maine
from Massachusetts ; the quantity of land which has been
alienated, by grants, sales, &c. since said separation ; the con-
sideration received therefor, and the estimated quantity now
remaining, the property of the Commonwealth, with an esti-
mate of its present value. Presuming that such a statement
will not be unacceptable to the Honorable Legislature.

The number of acres which has been set off to the Common-
wealth, at sundry times, by the Commissioners, appointed pur-
suant to the provisions of the Act for the separation of the
State of Maine from Massachusetts proper, is as follows, viz:

First Division, 28th Dec. 1822, 500,566 acres.
Second “ 21st May, 1823, 435,140 “

Third “ 31st Dec. 1825, 422,025 “

Fourth “ 28th Dec. 1826, 749,712 “

Fifth “ 7th Nov. 1827, 399,087 “

2,506,530
The authority of the Commissioners aforesaid, having ex-

pired, by the limitation contained in said act, on, or before the
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beginning of the year 1832. The Legislatures of Massachu-
setts and Maine, by resolves passed in March 1832, authorized
the land agents of the two States, to continue jointly to cause
surveys to be made, and to make sales of the public undivided
lands, from time to time, on joint account, and divide the pro-
ceeds in equal shares to each State, instead of dividing the
lands, and setting the same off in severalty, as provided for in
said act.

The quantity of land which has been alienated since the se-
paration of Maine, by grants for the endowment of Colleges,
Academies, gratuities to soldiers of the revolutionary war, and
for other charitable purposes ; together with the sales made to
sundry persons, the consideration received therefor, and the
average price per acre for the sales made, is shewn in the fol-
lowing table, viz :

Grams. Sales. Consideration. Average.
ACRES. ACRES. DOLLS. CTS. PER ACRE-

Years 1820 to 1825, inclusive, 263,400 574,042 86,530 73 15 cents"
Years 1826 to 1829, “ 34,310 149,221 33,928 91 23 «

Years 1830 to 1835, “ 200,553 728,427 655,069 09 88| “

Years 1836 to 1839, “ 13,020 31,204 51,479 67 164 i “

511,283 1,492,894 $827,008 40

The quantity of land now remaining unsold, is about 3,967,-
073 acres, and may be computed in value, as follows, viz :
About forty townships which were assigned to Massachusetts
in severalty as aforesaid, contain in the aggregate 880,833
acres. Of these, I estimate the value to be apportioned as fol-
lows, viz :

257,605 acres, at $1 00 per acre .....$257,605
263,952 “ 1 50 “ 395,928
359,276 “ 2 00 “ 718,552

880,833 acres, valued at 1,372,085
Townships which have been surveyed, and are

now held in common and undivided shares with
the State of Maine, containing in the aggregate
336,228 acres, of which one moiety, or 168,114
acres belong to this Commonwealth, and valued at
$1 50 an acre 252,171
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The number of acres contained in the unsurvey-
ed territory, is estimated by trigonometrical calcula-
tion, to be about 5,836,252 acres remaining undivid-
ed, of which Massachusetts is entitled to a share,
or one moiety, equal to

2,918,126 acres, valued at 50 cts. an acre, . 1,459,088
168,114 as above named,
880,833 “ “

total 3,967,073 acres estimated as the share of Mas-
sachusetts, and valued at the sum of . . . $3,083,344

In making the foregoing estimates, I have consulted, with
great care, the plans, reports, and field minutes of the several
surveyors, who have from time to time, been employed making
surveys, and explorations, and also the opinions of those per-
sons, who have been most conversant with the quality, and
value of the lands, in the various sections of the State of Maine,
and in addition to this, from my own personal observation,
having myself traversed over almost every part of said State.
Although I may be mistaken in my estimate of the aggregate
value of the territory, it being very difficult to form a correct
opinion of the value of so large a tract of wilderness, yet I be-
lieve it will be found, on examination, not to vary much from
the truth, which I think will be quite apparent, when com-
pared with the prices obtained, by the sales which have been
made at sundry times, especially those which have been effect-
ed, since the depression caused by the excited and wild specu-
lations of the year 1835.

These lands may be very much increased in value, by a ju-
dicious expenditure of money, in opening suitable roads, and
removing impediments in the numerous rivers and streams.

The several townships of well timbered land, which are sit-
uated at the head, or near the sources of the rivers and streams,
having the advantage of suitable roads, to enable the lumber-
men to transport with ease and economy, the supplies for their
lumbering operations, and also having the obstructions removed
from the rivers, to enable them to drive their timber to market
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with less labor, and with the shortest possible delay, will, by
having these advantages command a ready sale, and at good
prices. And when timber on such townships is exhausted,
those townships a little more remote from such roads and
streams, will then be sought after with avidity, and at prices
nearly, or quite equal to those which are now more favorably
situated.

Excellent land suitable for cultivation, is found in abundance
in all parts of the interior of said State. But as the purcha-
sers of such lands, for the purposes of agriculture are not nu-
merous, consequently the supply in the market, greatly ex-
ceeds the demand, and except it be for some favorite local sit-
uations, there is little or no competition, sales therefore are very
limited, and it will be long before any considerable avails to
our treasury can reasonably be expected. But by opening good
roads into the interior, settlers will immediately be induced to
take up lots of land, make and cultivate farms, raise crops of
hay, grain, potatoes, &c. all of which articles are much want-
ed by the lumbering companies, and by having these articles
near at hand, it will save the great expense which they are now
exposed to for transportation, enable them to economize in
getting their timber, and of course will thereby add greatly to
the value of timber lands, and at the same time promote the
sale and settlement of the wilderness. I have no doubt that
the expense incurred in making what is termed the Aroostook
road, has already been more than reimbursed to us, by the ad-
vanced price of even one township only, and we have many
townships which are equally increased in value by the construc-
tion of that road. Another great advantage will be realized by
the opening of great avenues into the interior, in the facility
it furnishes explorers, to examine the geological and mineralo-
gical worth of the country, and bring to notice its hidden
treasure.

Annexed is an account of the receipts and disbursements of
the past year.

All which is respectfully submitted,
GEO. W. COFFIN, Land Agent.

Land Office, 27th January, 1840.
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts, in account with Geo. W. Coffin,
Land Agent, ........ Dr.

1839
Jan. 1,To amount per account rendered, . . . 16,863 13
March 10, To cash paid Edward A. Snelling, for writing

and attendance in the Land Office and Libra-
ry, from the 10th Dec. 1838, to 10th March,
1839, 120 00

April 30. To cash paid expense of journey to Penobscot
and back, ....... 29 31

Absent 10 days, ...... 30 00
June 15, To cash paid Edward A. Snelling, to the 10th

June, 1839, ...... 78 00
“ 29. To cash paid expense of journey into the State

of Maine, ....... 31 66
Absent 11 days, ...... 33 00

Aug. 28, To cash paid Zebulon Ingersoll’s bill for servi-
ces, measuring timber on the Aroostook wa-
ters, ....... 210 00

“ 31, To cash paid premium for $2OOO draft at Saint
John, on New York, ..... 20 00

Sept. 9, To cash paid Ira Fish, on account of expendi-
ture making the Aroostook road, . . 1,500 00

“ 11, To cash paid do do 1,000 00
“ 16,To cash paid do do 1,000 00
“ 20, To cash paid expense of journey to Penobscot,

Houlton, and St. John, .
. . . 117 69

Absent 36 days, ...... 108 00
“ 25, To cash paid into the Treasury, as per receipt, 2,026 16
“ “ To cash paid Edward A. Snelling, to the 10th

instant, ....... 78 00
“ 30, To cash paid Ira Fish, on account of expendi-

ture making the Aroostook road, . . | 500 00
Oct. 4, To amount of sundry promissory notes of hand

given for lands purchased, delivered the Trea-i
surer, as per receipt, . . . . . j 35,770 92

Nov. 23, To cash paid Ira Fish, on account of expendi-
ture making the Aroostook road, - . 340 00

“ 26, To cash paid D. Parker’s bill, surveying lots in
township No. 3, sth range, . . . I 133 10

Dec. 4, To cash paid Rufus M’lntire, balance of expen-
diture on Aroostook road, .... 2,402 38

I To amount carried over, .... 62,391 35
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Account Continued, Dr.

1839 To amount brought up . . . ■ • 62,391 35

Dec. 4, To cash paid William Howard’s bill, services
measuring timber, ..... 280 95

“ “ To cash paid E. L. Hamlin, cost of suit, Mass.
vs. Wilder Stratton, & Co., ... 3 85

“ “ |Tocash paid Wm. Howard’s bill, surveying tim-
ber at the Boom, ..... 28 50

“ “ To cash paid Edward Smith’s bill, advertising
for proposals for making the Aroostook road, 1 50

“ “ To cash paid Zebulon Bradley’s bill, exploring
and surveying townships number five and
number seven, in the tenth range, . . 44 03

“ 5, To cash paid Ira Fish on account of expenditure
on the Aroostook road, per order in favor of
O. Frost, ....... 500 00

“ “ To cash paid do. do. for receipt to D. Parker, . 45 00
“ 10, To cash paid Edward A. Snelling’s bill, from

10th Sept, to 10th Dec. 1839, ... 78 00
“ 18, To cash paid Ira Fish on account of expendi-

ture on the Aroostook road, . . . 2,000 00
“ 28, To cash paid advertising lands for sale, in the

Daily Advertiser, . . . . . 18 75
“ “ To cash paid advertising lands for sale, in the

Centinel and Gazette, . . . . 17 19
“ 31, To amount for services as Land Agent, one year

to this date, ...... 1,200 00
“ “ To cash paid postage for 1839, . . . 13 11

1840 66,622 23
Jan. 25, To bills receivable for sundry acceptances and

outstanding accounts, not due or not collected, 12,365 19

$78,987 42
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts in account with Geo. W. Coffin,
Land Agent, ........Cr.

1839
Jan. 1,By amount per account rendered, . . . 16,863 13
April 8, By cash received of Paine & Meserve, for com-

mutation of settling duties on lands granted
Taunton and Raynham, .... 352 00

June IBy cash received for Oxen sold (which were
purchased for use in making the Aroostook
road,) ....... 476 00

“ 18,By cash received of Jabez Mowry, for deed of
flats in Lubec, ...... 100 00

July 12,By cash received of Solomon Thayer, for deed
of flats in Lubec, ..... 100 00

Sept. 14, By amount sales to Samuel Smith, one undivided
fourth part of township No. 7, 10th range,
5705 acres, ...... 9,984 64

“ “By amount sales to Samuel Smith and Ira Wad-
leigh, one undivided half of township No. 6,
10th range, 11,365 acres, .... 22,729 00

“ 16,By amount sales to N. G. Norcross, an undivided
part of township No. 4, 13th range, 4813
acres, ....... 6,000 00

“ “ By amount sales to Geo. K. Jewett, an undivided
part of township No. 4, 12th range, 5438
acres, ....... 6,000 00

“ “ By amount timber cut on the public lands by
sundry persons, ...... 16,382 65

$78,987 42


