
SENATE.....No. 22.

Charlestown Dec. 23, 1839.

Sir,—In compliance with your Excellency’s request
of the 23d inst. for an account of my proceedings, relative
to the repairs of the Warren Bridge, since April last, I
beg leave to state, that, I continued to watch and ex-
amine the flooring on the under side, every few days,
and by taking out the timbers which gave indication of
falling, and substituting others, we have caused the least
possible interruption to the travel. Since your commu-
nication last April, we have been obliged to put in new
flooring in five different places. If we should, in open-
ing these places, proceed to take up every defective
stick, I am convinced we should be obliged to stop the
travel wholly, and for how long, I know not ; and such
repair would not be economical, but excessively expen-
sive ; and the flooring so put down, would soon begin to
decay, and, in a few years, be in the same situation of
the present. When we had two bridges, such a situation
could be met, without much inconvenience to the pub-
lic ; while one bridge was repairing, the travel might go
over the other, but now the whole line of travel would
be obliged to go round through Cambridge.

I was convinced, that the increase of travel, for the
last five years, had been very great ; and to obtain the
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actual amount, I took an account for seven days in suc-
cession, in October last. The amount, at the old rates of
toll, was $2,053 00, nearly three hundred dollars a day.
The navigation, which necessarily interrupts this immense
travel, also increases. On one of the busy days of the
last summer, the draw was hoisted fifty times for vessels
to pass. Yesterday, being a pleasant day, I took a boat
and examined the flooring underneath, again, and disco-
vered two places, one on the Boston side and one on the
Charlestown side of the draw, which appear to be giving
way, and are accordingly marked for taking up.

With great respect, your

Excellency’s most obedient servant.

NATH’L AUSTIN,

Agent for W. Bridge.

His Excellency, Edward Everett,

Governor Mass.

Charlestown, Jan. 20th, 1840.

Sir,—In presenting the annual account of the expenses
incurred in supporting the Warren Bridge, I feel it my duty
to advert again to the state of the flooring of the Bridge.
In my communication, last January, I stated that the
flooring had given way in a number of different places,—
that the timbers taken up were entirely decayed,—
and that it wns by constant watchfulness alone, that we
were able to prevent accidents, destruction of property,
and probably of life. As I then apprehended, the pro-
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cess of decay, in the flooring, has gone on with increas-
ing rapidity. In seven different places, indications of
giving way have been discovered, five of which have
been taken up and new timbers substituted ; the two
remaining, notwithstanding they have been strengthened
by additional bearings at the sides of the caps, must be
removed as soon as the weather will permit. The ex-
pense attending the new flooring the Bridge, in this
way, is much greater than it would be, to do the whole
at once ; and, in addition to this, the new pieces are put
on the same perishing bed with the old ones, and imme-
diately begin to decay. Ido not feel authorized to stop
all travel, which must be done, if the Bridge is to be
repaired, economically, and in a manner to be durable.
Thus situated, I am compelled to ask of your Excellency
and your Honors, some directions. That we have es-
caped the past year without loss of life, limb, or pro-
perty, I cannot but view as a providential and merciful
event. But this is not the only occurrence which calls
for thankfulness. In the late storm of the 27th Dec.,
at high water, and in the height of the gale, a ship of
more than 600 tons, lying near the Navy Yard, as she
rose above the wharf, lifted her fasts above the posts to
which she was secured, and was driven by force of
wind and tide through Charles River Bridge, and brought
up against the Draw Wharf of the Warren Bridge, de-
stroying, in an instant, the dwelling-house, shop, and
store house, and a part of the wharf. The roof, which
covered all the buildings, was thrown, with the flooring,
plates, and chimney, beyond the wharf, and fell into the
river, and, on the turn of the tide, drifted down to
Charles R. Bridge. At the moment this moving moun-
tain struck the house, eisrht human beings were in it,
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unconscious of the approach of the destroyer. A mother,
with four young children, and three young men, in an
instant, were buried in the ruins and fragments of the
building. One of the young men went over with the
roof into the river, but regained the wharf without inju-
ry ; his bed was taken up at Charles River Bridge draw.
I doubt if there stands on the records of time, an escape
so remarkable ; not a life lost, or limb broken.

If those who had the care of the ship, did all they
could, and if it was impossible to hold a ship to a wharf,
or bring her up by an anchor, in a safe river harbor,
then the dangers encountered, and the losses sustained,
must fall on the innocent, and be endured with patience.

I have commenced the erection of a small building for
present accommodation, which will hereafter answer for
a shop and oil-house, &,c., which I hope will meet with
the approbation of the Governor and Council.

With great respect,

Your Excellency’s most obedient servant,

NATHANIEL AUSTIN,

Agentfor Warren Bridge.

His Excellency, Marcus Morton,

Governor of the Commonivealth of Massachusetts.


