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Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary in-
quire into the expediency of enacting a general law, un-

der which, persons desirous of associating for the pur-
pose of erecting houses of Public Worship, may be made
legally corporate bodies for that purpose ; and that said
Committee report thereon at their earliest convenience.

Attest,

CHA’S CALHOUN, Clerk.
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The Committee on the Judiciary, who were instructed
by an order of the Senate “ to inquire into the expe-
diency of enacting a general law, under which, per-
sons, desirous of associating for the purpose of erect-
ing houses of public worship, may be made legally
corporate bodies for that purpose,” have considered
the subject and present the following

A general law, by which individuals might constitute
themselves a corporation, has been adopted in a small
number of cases only, and those of a particular charac-
ter, such as religious societies and proprietors of libra-
ries. The policy in this Commonwealth has hitherto
been adverse to this species of legislation. The princi-
ple, which seems to have governed the legislature, has
been to enact a general law in no class of cases, except
where the corporate powers required would be the
same in every instance, and where from the nature of
the object no abuse could be practised, nor the commu-
nity be exposed to detriment, and when the applica-
tions for acts of incorporation were numerous.

With regard to proprietors of meeting houses, it is

Contmontocalti) of

In Senate, Feb. 17, 1840.

II E P O 11 T



1840.] SENATE—No. 27.

apprehended that the powers required in different cases
would be dissimilar. The powers desired would be some-
times larger, sometimes smaller, and in some instances
of a special character. It would not be easy, therefore,
to frame a general law which would meet the wants of
all, and it is feared that persons might sometimes by a
general law organize themselves as a corporation, under
the pretence of building and owning a meeting house,
when some very different design was contemplated, and
under the name and style of the proprietors of a meet-
ing house, the corporation might carry on business,
which was never intended by (he legislature, and would
do no honor to the name they had assumed. In this way,
a multitude of little corporations might spring up, which
would be sources of much mischief and vexation to the
people of this Commonwealth, and many an insignifi-
cant building and erection might belong to a self-creat-
ed corporation, of whose existence, organization, and
powers nobody had any knowledge, but the little knot
of individuals, to whose breasts the secrets of the com-
bination were confided.

Again, the Committee believe the number of applica-
tions for acts to incorporate persons as proprietors of
meeting houses, separate from the religious societies,
for whose use such houses are designed, has been and
will continue to be small, and that at present there is
no call for such a general law. Your Committee are
not aware that any, except a very small portion of the
time of the Joint Standing Committee on Parishes and oth-
er Religious Societies, or of the Legislature, has been
occupied by subjects of this sort.

Your Committee are satisfied that much benefit and
security against imposition and sinister purposes, will
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always arise from requiring all persons, desiring such
corporate powers, to come to the Legislature, with their
petitions, which will be taken notice of in the newspa-
pers, and then to present themselves before the afore-
said Joint Standing Committee, exhibit their plans, and
explain their objects, and submit themselves to the
searching interrogatories, which may be propounded to
them ; and if any project, injurious to the community,
or to the cause of religion, is designed by the applicants,
the vigilance and laudable jealousy of that Committee,
will be sure to search it out and reject the application.

Your Committee, therefore, are of opinion, that it is
not expedient to legislate on the subject of the forego-
ing order.

By order of the Committee,

GEORGE MOREY, Chairman.


