
SENATE No. 31.

The Committee to which was recommended the Re-
solves concerning Steam Boats, report the same as taken
into a new draft.

Per order,

INCREASE SUMNER, Chairman.

eommontoealtlj of

In Senate, Feb. 22d, 1840.



[Feb.STEAM BOATS.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty.

RESOLVES
Concerning Steam Boats.

Resolved, That the recent losses of steam boats with
many valuable lives on several of the most frequented
routes of the United States, clearly indicate that suitable
provision has not been made for the security of passen-
gers against the perils of fire and of the sea, and prove
that the existing laws of the United States are insuffi-
cient, and not properly enforced.

Resolved, That there is reason to believe the recent
act of the United States, providing for the inspection of
steam boats, neither effectually secures the independence
of the inspectors, nor commands the services of compe-
tent men, and that the safet}r of the public requires the
appointment of suitable Commissioners in each judicial
district of the United States, whose independence shall
be secured by adequate compensation, whose duty it
shall be to examine faithfully and frequently the boilers,
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engine, hull, and appurtenances of every steam boat in
their district, as well during the constructing of such
boat, boilers, engine and appurtenances, as afterwards,
who shall determine whether proper safeguards exist,
against the perils of the sea and of fire, and who shall
be subject to just penalties for every omission or neglect
of duty.

Resolved , That all steam boats used for the conveyance
of passengers, should be prohibited under severe penal-
ties, from the carriage of all cumbrous or combustible
articles of freight.

Resolved , That suitable provision should be made by
law, that whenever any life shall be lost by the neglect
or misconduct of the proprietors of any steam boats, or
other conveyance for the transportation of passengers,
or by the neglect or misconduct of any person in their
employ, such proprietors shall forfeit for every life thus
lost, a sum not less than one thousand nor more than
ten thousand dollars, to be recovered by indictment, to
the use of the executor or administrator of the party de-
ceased, for the benefit of his heirs, and the burden of
proof should be upon such proprietors, to show that
there existed no neglect or misconduct.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the considera-
tion of the general government, the propriety of prefer-
ring in all contracts for carrying the mails, those boats
in which the transportion of freight is prohibited.

Resolved, That His Excellency, the Governor, be re-
quested to transmit a copy of these resolves to the Pres-
ident of the United States, and to each of our Senators,
and Representatives in Congress.




