
SENATE....',J\o. 38.

The Committee on Education, to whom was recom-
mitted their Report on the petition of Benjamin Green-
leaf and others, and to whom was also committed a Re-
port with an accompanying Resolve from a minority of
the Committee, with instructions to consider the whole
subject and report thereon, submit the following Resolve.

SIDNEY WILLARD, Chairman.

CommontotalU) of iJJassarijusctts.
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Resolved , That from the 15th January 1840, there be
paid annually from the income of the School Fund, for
five years, one thousand dollars a year, for the encour-
agement of School Teachers’ Associations in the several
counties of the Commonwealth, to be apportioned by
the Secretary and Treasurer of the Commonwealth.

Provided, That the whole sum shall be apportioned
according to population, that no part thereof shall be
paid in counties in which such Associations do not exist
or shall not be actually formed ; and that no sum shall
be paid to the Association in any county, exceeding
that which falls to it according to the relative proportion
of inhabitants in that county to other counties.

CommontoealUj of

In Senate, March 4, 1840.
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The subscriber, a minority of the Committee on Educa-
tion, to whom was referred the petition of Benjamin
Greenleaf and others, in behalf of the Essex county
Teachers’ Association, praying that the Legislature
will grant such a share of the income of the School
Fund to their Association, as will enable them to act
more efficiently upon the schools and teachers within
their limits, asks leave to

That he is compelled to entertain the opinion that the
prayer of the petitioners ought to be granted. The ed-
ucation of the children of the Commonwealth is a proper
subject for legislation, and yields in importance to no
other whatever. It must be gratifying in the highest
degree to every parent and citizen, to observe the no-
tice wffiich has been taken of the cause of primary edu-
cation by the Chief Magistrate of the Commonwealth in
his message to the Legislature. His Excellency de-
clares that in his “ opinion, the main efforts and the
most unceasing vigilance of the government should be
directed to the encouragement of the primary schools.”
“Let the town schools,” says the Governor, “be open
to all, and be made so respectable, and so useful, that
all may desire to enter them;” and while he declares
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that our “ system of free schools is in a high degree of
perfection,” he also holds, “that it is capable of still
further improvement.”

It is not the intention of the undersigned to contest
the above quoted position of his Excellency, that “the
system is in a high degree of perfection.” Nothing is
more common in attempting to improve the schools, than
to forget to bear testimony to their excellence as they
are and have been. They have been too often slander-
ed, and that too, by those who drew their life-blood from
them. Still, the common schools of the State, are, in
the language of the message, “capable of further im-
provement.” And the question arises, of what further
improvement are they capable 1

A good school should provide for the due and propor-
tionate training of the child’s whole nature, physical,
moral, and intellectual. And that this triple training
may be effected, it is obvious that certain facilities must
be afforded, such as suitable houses and books, good
teachers, co-operation of parents and committees, &c.
&.c. But it would seem to require no argument to
show, that more would depend on the teacher than on
any other, or perhaps all others ; for it is a universally
admitted maxim, that “as is the master, so is the
school.” If it be true, as philosophy teaches, that no
material object on earth has a color of its own, but, that
it may be made to take all the prismatic colors in suc-
cession, whatever its own hue appears to be ; how is it
possible for the plastic mind of the child, ready at all
times to receive impressions from surrounding objects,
in close contact with his teacher, for six hours in a day,
to receive no moral modification ? Few, probably,
ever rise so far above this dispensation, as to be able to
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tell the teachers whom they love, “ you have taught me
foolishly,” “you have given a wrong direction to my
powers.” It has been well remarked, by a writer on
popular education, that in our country, school houses are
the terrible magazine, and the teachers hold the match
and apply the fires, and the State will, and the whole
world may, feel their power. The great mistake of the
day on the subject of common school education, is, not
that no interest is taken in it, much interest is felt—hun-
dreds and thousands are ready to pour out their money
like water for the education of their children—the error
consists in overlooking the teacher , and in forgetting to
school him, for the children’s sake.

Impressed with the importance of these truths, the
members of the Teachers’ Association, in the County of
Essex, have applied to the Legislature for pecuniary aid
to enable themselves to act more efficiently upon the
teachers and schools in their connection.

The number of district schools in that county, as re-
turned by the town committees, is two hundred and seven-
ty-one, and there are 24,286 persons, between the ages
of four and sixteen. It is usually estimated, that nine-
teen twentieths of our population, receive their entire
education, as the term is usually applied, in the common
schools ; if this estimate is correct, then 23,000 persons
in that county are supposed to have no other literary
advantages than those of the common school.

What, then, is the character of those who are mould-
ing, and who are to mould this mighty mass of mind ;

and what facilities have they for personal improvement in
the prosecution of their work ? The first of these ques-
tions was answered by the Directors of (he American
Institute of Instruction, in their memorial addressed to
the Legislature in 1837.
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“ Whenever,” they say, “ in any town, exertion has

been made to improve the schools, it has been met and
baffled by the want of good teachers ; their place has
been found to be supplied by persons exceedingly incom-
petent in many respects ; by young men in the course of
their studies, teaching from necessity, and often with a
strong dislike for the pursuit, and by others wanting pre-
sent employment, or those who take to teaching as a
last resort, with no qualification for it, and no desire to
continue in it longer than they are obliged by an abso-
lute necessity.” The undersigned hopes that this de-
scription will apply literally to few teachers in Essex
County or elsewhere. But the following extract from
the same memorial, will assist in understanding it.
“Most of the winter schools are taught for about three
months in the year ; the summer, not far beyond four.
They are, therefore, of necessity taught, and must con-
tinue to be, by persons who for two thirds or three
fourths of the year, have other pursuits , in qualifying
themselves for which, they have spent the usual period,
and which of course they look upon as the main business
of their lives. They cannot be expected, therefore, to
make any great exertion, or very expensive preparation
for the work of teaching school.” These remarks are
but too clearly justified by the facts ; cases of this kind
occur with melancholy frequency in almost every di-
rection.

Is there any remedy ? It is believed that the County
Teachers’ Association affords, in a good degree, the
kind of facilities that teachers need. Not indeed such
as are necessary to enable them to pass through the
personal examination required by law, preparatory to
teaching. These qualifications must be sought else-
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where. Self-interest on the part of teachers, and fidel-
ity on the part of examining committees will secure this
object of course. But it ought every where to be known
and never forgotten, that an ability to merely pass an
examination in the studies of common or even high
schools, though indispensable, is but a part, a very small
part of the qualification necessary in teaching school.
Questions of amazing importance press upon the teach-
er’s attention, and require off-hand decision on the
morning of the first day he spends in school, which
no merely intellectual preparation he may have made,
will enable him in the slightest degree to solve ;
questions touching the great subjects of emulation, moral
effect of rewards, inducing children’s love , self-government,
corporeal punishment, §-c. $-c., come thronging in upon
him, and may not be put aside for further advisement.

A teachers’ seminary is the true place of resort, pre-
paratory to entering upon a work like t his. An appren-
ticeship is as much needed in this art as in any other.
The Memorialists above quoted, however, erred in their
prophecy, when they said, “ establish a teachers’ semi-
nary where you please, and it will be immediately re-
sorted to that is to say, we have still painful evidence
of gross remissness in relation to the seminaries recently
established. It will be long before the 271 teachers of
Essex county will be found sitting down as pupils in the
Normal School. Nothing could be more desirable, while
at the same time nothing can be more hopeless.

What can be done ? Nothing, it is believed, which
promises so much for the present generation “between
four and sixteen years of age” as County Associations.
The association of teachers in Essex county was formed
some ten years since, and received an act of incorpora-
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tion in 1837. The meetings of the association are held
regularly twice a year at Topsfield, the central town in
the county, and other occasional meetings are held else-
where. Lectures by men of science, and teachers of
distinction, to the number of four or five, are usually
given during the two days of the meeting, followed by
discussion. Philosophical apparatus is exhibited, and
its uses shown. All the great subjects connected with
teaching and managing, receive thorough discussions.
Discipline, rewards, partiality, defective teaching, amuse-
ments, music, reading, spelling, every thing that a
teacher needs to know, is examined with the closest
scrutiny. The teacher there learns, and sometimes
learns with astonishment, that when he has heard the
marked off portions recited, and the usual quantum read
and spelt, he is still an unprofitable servant, having done
only what it was his legal duty to do. He is informed
that it is his high privilege and grateful duty to make
mind; to kindle up a curiosity that shall travel on with-
out weariness or decay ; to teach the pupil how to open
his eyes to the great volume of nature everywhere open
within and around him; to give pupils to understand
that much as may be learned from others, they are still
not to see with others’ eyes nor hear with others’ ears,
nor to surrender their intellectual or moral being to be
swallowed up and lost in that of another.

At the teachers’ meeting too, he learns, that silent as
the Statute is, there is such a thing as physical education,
a thing of such importance, that with the light now had
on the subject, he may not safely omit or pass over it.
“ Clay though the cottage be,” it must be cared for, for
the sake of its immortal tenant. How surprising, that
the useful study of geography, for example, should re-
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ceive such minute and careful investigation, though in
attending to it we are dealing with objects thousands of
miles distant, while the pupils’ attention is so seldom, if
ever turned to the beautiful structure of their own bo-
dies, so fearfully and wonderfully made—bodies, in every
nerve and fibre of which, their comfort and usefulness
are more concerned than in half the material universe
besides.

But it is not to be forgotten that the meetings of the
Association are attended with expense. This has been
met hitherto by a tax on the members, at first of fifty
cents, and afterwards of one dollar. Small as the sum
is, it is owing to the expense, chiefly, that so few teachers
attend. Of the 271 teachers of common schools, and the
223 teachers of high schools and unincorporated acade-
mies in the county, scarce fifty male teachers are found,
regularly to attend. It is incontrovertible, that where
a teacher is not deeply impressed with the importance
of attending, the expense of membership, travel and
board is really a considerable, if not an insuperable ob-
jection to attending.

The American Institute, having the same identical ob-
jects in view in the State, that this Association has in
the county, receives $3OO per annum, from the treasury
of the Commonwealth. It is in active and healthful op-
eration, and is believed to be the only institution of the
kind, which has survived more than a few short years—-
a circumstance owing undoubtedly to the favor which it
has receivea from the Legislature.

About $2,342 of the income of the School Fund is
now apportioned to Essex county, and in most cases is
supposed to be expended in lengthening the schools.
Should the Legislature authorize $lOO to be given to
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the Teachers’ Association, it would shorten the schools
less, on an average, than two hours each ; —an evil, of
course, not to be mentioned, when we take into consid-
eration the amount of good that must almost necessarily
follow.

The human mind, says Dr. Beecher, is waking up, and
breaking loose, and rejoicing like a giant to run his race.
And is there not something more for the Legislature to
do than to stand and look on, and wonder what it will do

sa

next ? The State school committees, and parents, can
operate upon the schools only through the medium of the
teachers. Is it not then a clear case of duty to school the
teacher for the pupil's sake ? The Teachers’ Association,
is the fountain into which the salt should be cast; for
when it is cast in thither, a reasonable hope is created
that the streams will become pure and healthful. And
no duty was ever more imperative ; for “ the human
mind, like fire-arms, is a dangerous thing to play with,
and every imaginable atom of it, is continually at work
for good or for evil.”

Before concluding this report, the undersigned would
remark, that as a general law might probably find more
favor than an act of special legislation, he has deter-
mined to submit a resolve, applying to the whole Com-
monwealth.

DAVID CHOATE.
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RESOLVE

For the Encouragement of School Teachers’ Asso-
ciations.

Resolved , That one thousand dollars of the income of
the School Fund, be appropriated for the encourage-
ment of School Teachers’ Associations, in the several
counties of the Commonwealth, and that the said sum be
apportioned at the discretion of the Governor and Coun-
cil.

eromwontuealtf) of J&aasuuljtismts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty.




