
SENATE....;No. 47.

Ordered, That so much of the Governor’s Address as
relates to the Election Laws, and the Right of Suffrage,
be referred to Messrs Davis and Pratt, with such as the
House may join.

Sent down for concurrence.

CHARLES CALHOUN, Clerk.

House of Representatives, Jan. 28, 1840

Concurred : and

Messrs. Parsons, of Boston,
Dodge, of Hamilton,
Stickney, of Lynn,
Palmer, of Ware,
Wiiittemore, ofßoxbury,

are joined.
L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.

Commontocaltfj of 4Hassart)iiBettfii.

In Senate, Jan. 25, 1840.



The Joint Special Committee, to whom was referred so
much of the Governor’s Message as relates to the
Election Laws and the Right of Suffrage, ask leave to

In relation to the reduction of the poll-tax, proposed
in the Message, your Committee are of opinion that no
legislation is expedient or necessary.

In relation to so much of the Message as refers to the
protection of the right of suffrage of voters properly
qualified, your Committee have found great difficulty in
devising any law which shall protect voters from impro-
per scrutiny and influences, and at the same time pre-
serve that publicity in the depositing, sorting and count-
ing of votes which is essential for the prevention of
frauds by voters and returning officers.

The Committee report for the consideration of the
Legislature the annexed Bill.

By order of the Committee.

GEORGE T. DAVIS, Chairman,

£omiuontoealtlj of

In Senate, March 17, 1840.

REPORT:



March, 1840.] SENATE—No. 47.

AN ACT
To protect the Right of Suffrage.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sec. 1. If any assessor or selectman acting as
2 assessor in any town or city, when required by law
3 to assess a state or county tax, or a city tax, shall,
4 from wilful negligence, or with intent to deprive a
5 citizen of his right to vote, omit to assess any inha-
-6 bitant who is liable to be assessed for a poll tax, and
7 who has, in other respects, the qualifications of a
8 voter prescribed in the Constitution, such officer, so
9 offending, shall, for each offence, forfeit a sura not

10 exceeding fifty dollars.
1 Sec. 2. If any town or city officer, or other per-

-2 son at any town meeting before the poll is closed,
3 and without the consent of the voter, shall examine
4 or inspect the ballot of any legal voter, with a view
5 to ascertain the candidate voted for by him, such
6 officer or person so offending shall for each offence
7 forfeit a sum not exceeding fifty dollars.

eommouiucaUij of jHassacljuaetts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty.



RIGHT OF SUFFRAGE. [March, 1840.
1 Sec. 3. If any person, with the intent to ascer-
-2 tain for whom any legal voter may deposite his bal-
-3 lot at any town meeting, shall himself use or pre-
-4 pare or offer to any other person to be used with
5 such intent, a vote or ballot written or printed on
6 other than white paper, he shall forfeit a sum not
7 exceeding fifty dollars.
1 Sec. 4. At all town meetings for the election of
2 public officers, every legal voter shall have the
3 right, with his own hand, to deposite his vote in the
4 ballot-box ; and he may fold or roll his vote or bal-
-5 lot in any manner he prefers, but if, upon sorting or
6 counting the votes, two or more are found folded, or
7 rolled together, it shall be the duty of the presiding
8 officer or officers to reject the same.
1 Sec. 5. If any person shall, by bribery, menace,
2 or other corrupt means, either directly, or indirectly
3 attempt to influence any legal voter in giving his
4 vote or ballot, or to deter him from giving the same,
5 or disturb or hinder him in the free exercise of the
6 right of suffrage at any town meeting, and shall be
7 convicted thereof, such person so offending and con-
-8 victed, shall be adjudged guilty of a misdemeanor,
9 and shall be punished by fine not exceeding five hun-

-10 dred dollars, or by imprisonment in the county jail
11 not exceeding one year, or by both such fine and
12 imprisonment.

1 Sec. 6. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.


