
SENATE....• No. 48.

The Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, to whom
was referred the memorial of the Commissioner for
the Agricultural Survey to the Legislature, on a
Board of Industry and Statistical Returns of the Pro-
ducts of Industry in the State, together with a Report
of said Commissioner to the late Governor of the
Commonwealth, under date of 6th December last,
have had the same under consideration, and

R E P O R T,

That they have given to the various subjects which
are discussed in these valuable documents a deliberate
investigation, and agree with the Commissioner, “ that
the domestic industry of the State, and especially its ag-
riculture, in its connexion with national wealth, with the
comfort of every class and condition of its people, and
with good morals, has claims to the most liberal encour-

agement and patronage of the government, while at

eommon&ealtij of i«assacl)ttsttts.
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the same time, perhaps, they may differ as to the mode
and manner of applying this encouragement and patron-
age. The Commissioner is of opinion that there is no
further occasion for a bounty upon the production of
wheat. The Committee understand that this opinion is
given on the supposition that the bounty thus paid could
be more advantageously appropriated to some other ob-
ject connected with agriculture, for which legislation
should be had the present session ; but as the Committee
do not intend to recommend any legislation for the en-
couragement of agriculture at the present time, and as
there are good reasons for believing that many of the
farmers have prepared their grounds, and perhaps al-
ready sown wheat, with a view of receiving the bounty
of the State, and as the act providing this bounty will
expire in less than a year, it is thought best that it
should be permitted to expire by its own limitation.

The claims that have been made on the treasury for
the production of silk, have been very small, amounting
for the two last years to $785 14 cts. only. It is, per-
haps, to be regretted that these claims have not been
much larger. The culture of silk is an object of deep
interest, if we take into view the enormous amount that
has been paid to foreign countries for the article. If it
were not a sober fact, stated by the Secretary of the
Treasury of the United States, in a late report to Con-
gress, your Committee would hardly be made to believe
that the people of the United States had paid in the sin-
gle year of 1836, to foreigners for silks, a sum but a tri-
fle short of $23,000,000, in 1835, more than 16 1-2 mil-
lions, in 1837, more than 14 millions, amounting to
more than 54 millions in 3 years ; Massachusetts no
doubt contributing her full share. If, therefore, the
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present law providing for a bounty on silk can in any de-
gree promote the culture of that article, or have the
slightest tendency to prevent such an extravagant and
ruinous expenditure, such a drain of the wealth of the
State, let it remain on the statute book forever.

The memorial calls the attention of the farmers to the
subject of producing the article of Indian corn, and states
that “ in the judgment of some highly intelligent and
observing men, that taking the whole territory into
view, Massachusetts does not produce half a peck of
corn to the acre.” There are within the State, thous-
ands and thousands of acres of uncultivated lands, and
when we consider that there are thousands and tens of
thousands of bushels of corn consumed in the State that
are not grown in it, the question may well be put, can
that be a sound and wise policy in the inhabitants to
import their bread, even from the remote shores of the
black sea, and suffer their own soil to remain uncultiva-
ted to so great an extent ? But the Committee know
of no remedy for the evil, if it be an evil ; our institu-
tions are free, and every individual is, and ought to be,
left to choose the mode by which lie will obtain his
bread, whether on the sea or on the land, in the field or
the work-shop, in the counting-room of the merchant or

the office of the lawyer. And the farmers must be left
to determine what crops are on the whole most useful,
productive and profitable.

The memorial suggests, that there be constituted a

Board of Domestic Industry, to consist of one delegate
from each county or congressional district of the State,
to be joined by the committees o( the Legislature on

Agriculture and Manufactures, and the Governor and
Lieut. Governor of the Commonwealth, ex officio. The
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committee consider this proposition of great importance
and well deserving the careful and deliberate attention
of the Legislature. Opinions as to the expediency or in-
expediency of the proposed measure, should not be has-

lt appears to the Committee, that as the
subject is now before not only the Legislature, but the
people of the Commonwealth, also, no evil can result, if
Legislative action is postponed to the next General
Court.

The memorialist expresses a desire, that a law may
be passed, requiring the current year, of the assessors of
the several towns in the State, full and exact returns of
the agricultural products of said towns, to be made sea-
sonably to the commissioner of the agricultural survey,
that they may form a part of his reports, at the conclu-
sion of the survey. The committee are fully aware of
the usefulness and importance of obtaining statistical
information on every point connected with the public in-
terest, and the various branches of industry throughout
the Commonwealth, and that all the necessary informa-
tion on this subject will be collected by the census that
will be taken the present year, under the direction of
the government of the United States, and by a new State
valuation, which must be taken either the present year
or the next.

The Committee have thus briefly expressed their views
of the most prominent subject submitted for their consid-
eration, and respectfully ask to be discharged from any
farther investigation of the same, and recommend a re-
ference of the memorial and report of the Agricultural
Commissioner, to the next General Court.

Per order of the Committee,
B. P. WILLIAMS, Chairman.


