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Ordered, That Messrs. Hooper and Davis be a Com-
mittee, to be joined by the House, to investigate the
proceedings and expenditures of the Boston and Provi-
dence Rail-road Company, to ascertain if the interests
of the Commonwealth have been properly regarded by
that Corporation.

Sent down for concurrence.

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.

House of Representatives, Feb. 8, 1840.

Concurred ; and

Messrs. Shaw, of Bridgewater,
Phelps, of Shrewsbury,
Giles, of Cambridge,
Damson, of Boylston,
Morton, of Fairhaven, are joined.

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.

©ommontocaltlj of iHasssartjttsetts.

In Senate, Feb. 6, 1840.
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Ordered, That the Special Joint Committee, appointed
to investigate the doings of the Boston and Providence
Kail-road Corporation, be directed to ascertain and re-
port information in the following particulars, viz.

First. The amount expended in money and materials,
directly or indirectly, at the southern section of said
Boston and Providence Rail-road, in the state of Rhode
Island, showing the particulars in detail.

Second. Whether said corporation are, directly or in-
directly, interested in the building near the depot in
Rhode Island, known as the Tockwatten House; and if
interested, to what amount.

Third. The amount the Boston and Providence Rail-
road Corporation have paid, or agreed to pay, to the
Boston and Providence Rail-road and Transportation
Company, for accommodations afforded said corporation,
or what as a bonus.

Fourth. The amount paid, or to be paid, by said cor-
poration, for transportation of passengers and freight,
from the depot at India Point, across the river, to the
Stonington Rail-road ; with whom is the contract made
for said transportation.

Sent down for concurrence.
CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.

House of Representatives, Feb. 8, 1840.
Concurred.

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.

(Tommonlutaltlj of JHassadjusettsu

In Senate, Feb. 8, 1840.
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CommouUJtaUij of illasfadjitstttg.

The Joint Special Committee, appointed by the order
of February 6, having attended to the duty of their
appointment, respectfully

The Committee, after organizing, passed the follow-
ing vote. On motion of Mr. Davis,

“ Voted, That the chairman be requested to draw up
such questions as he may think important, relating to the
expenditures, location, and management of the Boston
and Providence Rail-road, and communicate the same
to the President and Treasurer of the road, with a re-
quest that they will appear and answer the same at the
next meeting of the Committee.” In accordance with
this vote, the; chairman drew up the communication and
questions, which are appended to this report, which
were answered in writing by the said President and
Treasurer, who also appeared before the Committee and
answered, orally, such additional questions as the Com-
mittee thought expedient to propose to them. The
solicitor of said company, B. R. Nichols, Esq., and the
general superintendant of the road, Mr. W. R. Lee,
also appeared before the Committee, and were exam-

R E P O R T.
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ined on such points as the Committee desired informa-
tion. The Committee also invited before them, Mr.
Joshua Mauran, of Providence, who readily acceded
to their invitation, and was also examined. His testi-
mony was principally confined to replies to questions,
third, fourth, and fourteenth. He laid before the Com-
mittee a copy of a correspondence with the agent of
said company, Major W. G. McNeal, containing propo-
sals for land for a southern terminus of said road on the
Massachusetts side of the Seekonk river, w’hich is sub-
mitted as Mr. Mauran’s reply to the fourth interroga-
tory. Another correspondence w-as also laid before the
Committee by him with the President of the Rail-road
Company, Mr. Quincy, concerning an unadjusted claim
which he makes against the company as the proprietor
of the Seekonk Branch. This correspondence is not
included in this report, as it shows but little if any thing
more, than that such a claim exists.

The oral testimony submitted, is confined to a few
points, and only such as tend to throw light on the
main interrogatories. All the Committee but one, Mr.
Giles, visited the southern terminus of said road, and
personally examined their Rhode Island depot, and the
Massachusetts shore in Seekonk.

The Boston and Providence Rail-road Company wras
incorporated in 1831. The intent of the law manifest
upon the face of it wms to authorize a company to build
a Rail-road that any person might use by paying rea-
sonable tolls, and complying with the rules of the cor-
poration for the use thereof; and it provides for the
erection of toll houses—the Legislature reserving to
itself the right of regulating and fixing the tolls.

It also reserved to the State the right of purchasing
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the road and its franchise after the expiration of twenty
years, by paying the costs, with ten per cent, interest
after deducting the tolls or receipts. In 1832, this
provision was so altered, that the State, before it can
come into possession of the road, must make up to the
stockholders all the principal with ten per cent, interest
for the whole term. If the company divides, but five per
cent, by reason of extravagant expenditures or other-
wise, the State may be called upon to pay, or make
up the other five per cent, for the whole time before it
can come into possession. This is also the law of the
Revised Statutes, and is applicable to all the other roads
except the Western.

The State can take that road by paying the cost and
seven per cent. Under these circumstances, every dol-
lar unnecessarily paid out, increases the amount by just
that sum which the State may be called upon to pay,
before it can take possession of the road.

Supposing it to be necessary to have their southern
terminus in Rhode Island, they applied to the Legisla-
ture for authority to make an equitable contract for a
depot in that State. All they asked was, power to con-
tract for a depot, and a road to it. It was granted.
And the company stated in their next annual report,
that they had entered into such a contract. For the
contract, see printed documents of the Senate for 1836,
No. 89.

In stipulating in said contract to pay one half of the
expense of the communication between such depot, and
the Stonington road, the corporation, in the opinion of
your Committee, exceeded its authority.

Another stipulation of said contract is, “ that they
will make the said city of Providence, and near India
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Point, the southern termination of their rail-road route,
and that they will not, during the existence of their charter,
use or permit to be used any other southern termination, or
any other route to said termination. How far the stip-
ulation “ not to permit any other terminus to be used,”
binds the company, or within what limits it is to operate,
or how far it may influence their movement, must
depend alone on the construction they give to it. They
resisted the charter of the Seekonk Branch, on the ground
that it violated this stipulation of their contract, notwith-
standing the reserved right of the Legislature to enter
any other road upon any point of the Boston and Provi-
dence Road. As they gave a construction to their own
contract that went to preclude the Legislature from ex-
ercising its reserved right, it must be admitted that in
chartering the Seekonk Branch, and entering it on said
road, the Legislature treated this stipulation as of no
validity.

All that remains then, is the stipulation for a depot.
The Rhode Island Company agreed to furnish a depot,
including car and passenger house, and all needful build-
ings. They have furnished only a depot and passenger
house, with a bridge and road to it. The car house and
work shops are on the Massachusetts side of the river,
in Seekonk, on land presented to the company by Mr.
Mauran. The Committee visited this depot for the pur-
pose of personal examination. They found that the
Boston and Providence Rail-road Company occupied a
way, 80 feet wide from the bridge to the depot, nearly
two thousand feet in length. They there occupied a
building that was once a tea store, and estimated to be
worth $6,000, before it was changed into a passenger
house. The cost of altering it into its present form was
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$7,000, making $13,000 in (he whole for all the build-
ings furnished by the Rhode Island Company. In addi-
tion to the 80 feet wide, the company occupy a yard on
the north side of their passenger house, some two or
three hundred feet square, as a freight yard. AH freight
is discharged from the cars into the yard, and is then
trucked around the passenger house to the wharves, on
its south side, to go on board the steamboats. The Bos-
ton and Providence Rail-road Company have no interest
in, or control over the wharves. They have only a
right to pass freight and passengers from the cars to the
boats, and from the boats to the cars, free of wharfage.
There are but three small wharves, which the Rhode
Island Company own, and lease to whom they please.

In 1836, the Rhode Island Company leased these
wharves to the New York Transportation Company,
who also made a contract with the Boston and Provi-
dence Rail-road Company to run trains of cars expressly
to meet their boats, and not to run to accommodate any
other boats. The Rail-road Company likewise agreed
to run over the road with the passengers from then-
boats in less time than from any other boats. The in-
tent and object of the arrangement, appears to have
been to confer on the New York Transportation Com-
pany the exclusive monopoly of the travel through the
Sound. It, however, was discontinued about one year
and a half ago, at the instance of the present president
of the Rail-road Company. The Rhode Island Com-
pany have claimed the control of these wharves, and
consequently, the access to the depot on the water side.
The wharf accommodation is limited and inconvenient,
requiring all the freight to be transported upon tiucks.

From the testimony herewith submitted, it appears,
2
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that they have already been induced to make a contract
that requires them to pay a dividend on $95,568 74,
for accommodations inferior to what they might have
obtained on the Massachusetts side of the river, and as
appears by the testimony, on better terms, they have
been induced to enter into a stipulation, by which they
agree to pay half of the expense of a communication be-
tween their hired depot in Rhode Island and the Stoning-
ton Road, without any sufficient authority to make such
a stipulation. By their contract they have deprived, to
the extent of their power, our southern shore, for what
distance we cannot say, of the privilege of a rail-road,
by agreeing not to permit to be used any other southern ter-
minus. They also stipulated to make up ten per cent,
on the $95,568 74, for the whole twenty years, and to
make all the property occupied by the company as valu-
able at the expiration of that time, as when the com-
pany first took possession of it, and then the State will
have no southern depot or terminus within its jurisdic-
tion or control. In addition to all this, the company
has been involved in great expenses in its controversy
with, and on account of the Seekonk Branch, all of which
appear in the documents submitted, and all of which
would have been avoided by locating the southern ter-
minus on the Massachusetts side of the river, where the
natural advantages are great and the accommodations
ample.

The present location was determined on when there
were but two citizens of Massachusetts, among the di-
rectors of the company, and was selected by a commit-
tee composed exclusively of citizens of other states.

There are various other points which the testimony
herewith transmitted presents, which the committee
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have not time to notice. From a pretty thorough ex-
amination of the subject the committee arrive at the
conclusion,

1. That it would have been more for the interest of
Massachusetts to have had the termination of the road
on this side of Seekonk river ; but, nevertheless, the
Boston and Providence Company were authorized by
the Legislature to contract for a road and depot on the
other side, and, for any thing which appears to the con-

trary, made a contract for the same in good faith ;

2. That the expenses incurred by the Boston and
Providence Rail-road Company on account of their con-

troversy with the Seekonk Branch Company, can, at no
time, present either a legal or equitable claim upon the
treasury of the Commonwealth, should the Common-
wealth purchase the road and its franchise.

3. That the Boston and Providence Rail-road Com-
pany had no direct authority to contract for half the ex-
pense of crossing the Providence river to the depot of
the Stonington road ;

And, finally, it is due to those who at present have
the management of said Boston and Providence Rail-
road Company, to state that in the opinion of the com-

mittee an almost entire change in the policy of said
company has taken place for the better. It is now un-

der the direction of citizens of Massachusetts, and, from
the changes that have already taken place, we feel as-

sured that in future the interest of the State and the
convenience of the citizens will be better regarded.

All which is respectfully submitted.

By order of the Committee,

FOSTER HOOPER, Chairman.
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To the President and Treasurer of the Boston and Provi-
dence Rail-road Corporation:

Gentlemen:—
A Joint Committee of the Legislature, consisting of

Messrs. Hooper and Davis, of the Senate, and Shaw,
Phelps, Giles, Lamson, and Morton, of the House, hav-
ing been appointed to investigate the proceedings and
expenditures of the Boston and Providence Rail-road
Company, to ascertain if the interests of the Common-
wealth have been properly regarded by that corpora-
tion, and having organized, pursuant to a notice from
the chairman of said Committee, the following vote, on
motion of Mr. Davis, was passed, viz :

“ Voted, that the chairman be requested to draw up
such questions as he may think important, relating to
the expenditures, location and management of the Bos-
ton and Providence Rail-road, and communicate the
same to the President and Treasurer of the road, with
a request that they will appear and answer the same at
the next meeting of the Committee.” The chairman
was then authorized to call the next meeting when he
should deem it expedient.

The Committee have been directed by an order, to
ascertain and report information in the following par-
ticulars, viz. :

First. —The amount expended in money and mate-
rials, directly or indirectly, at the southern section of
said Boston and Providence Rail-road, in the State of
Rhode Island, showing the particulars in detail.

Second.—Whether said corporation are directly or
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indirectly interested in the building near the depot in
Rhode Island, known as the Tockwatten House, and if
interested to what amount.

Third. —The amount the Boston and Providence Rail-
road Corporation have paid, or agreed to pay to the
Boston and Providence Rail-road and Transportation
Company, for accommodations afforded said corporation,
or what as a bonus.

Fourth. —The amount paid or to be paid by said cor-
poration for transportation of passengers and freight from
the depot at India Point across the river to the Stoning-
ton Rail-road, with whom is the contract made for said
transportation.

You will please to furnish the information called for
in the foregoing order.

In addition to the foregoing, you will please to fur-
nish replies to the following questions

First.— Has the Boston and Providence Rail-road and
Transportation Company a right to use the depot and
wharves, built for the use of the Boston and Providence
llail-road Company ?

Second. —Of whom was the land for that depot pur-
chased, and by whom purchased ? and how much paid
per rod ?

Third.—What is the estimated annual expense for
keeping the bridges over the Blackstone and Pawtucket
river in repair for twenty years ?

fourth.—What w'ere the terms on which sufficient
land, for the use of the company, might have been ob-
tained in Massachusetts opposite India Point ?

Fifth. —What was the cost of the buildings for the
depot in Boston ?

Sixth.—Who have been the Directors in each year
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since the organization of the company, and where have
been their respective residences ?

Seventh. —Who constituted the committee that decided
upon the location of the southern terminus 1

Eighth.—What citizens of Massachusetts have been
stockholders in said road, in each year since it was first
opened for use ?

Ninth.—What number of persons are employed by
the company, their occupations and compensations re-
spectively ?

Tenth.—What is the number and title of the salaried
officers of the company and the amount annually paid
each ?

Eleventh. —What amount has been paid by the com-

pany in each year for the professional services of law-
yers, specifying for what services and to whom paid
since the organization of the company ?

Twelfth.—What contracts are now existing, to which
the Boston and Providence Rail-road Corporation con-
stitutes a party ? and what are stipulations of said con-
tracts ?

Thirteenth.—ls the Seekonk branch now used for the
purposes specified in its charter ?

Fourteenth. —What would have been the difference of
cost, in the first instance, between a depot sufficient for
the purposes of the company in Massachusetts, opposite
India Point, and the one they now use ? and what
would be the difference of the annual cost of repairs ?

Fifteenth. —What were the grounds of preference for
either of the abovementioned sites for depots ?

Sixteenth.—At what date was the first money ad-
vanced to the Rhode Island Company, by whom so
advanced, for what purposes, and what amount ? Please
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furnish a statement of all the sums so advanced to said
company ; the dates when and the purposes for which
such advances have been made ; and the present state
of the account between the two companies.

The Committee will meet in the Senate chamber, on
Friday next, at 3 o’clock, P. M., to give the President
and Treasurer a hearing on the foregoing order and
questions.

Very respectfully,

FOSTER HOOPER, Chairman.

Boston, Feb. 25th, 1840.
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To the Honorable Foster Hooper, Esq. Chairman of a Joint
Committee of the Legislature of Massachusetts:

Sir :
The President and Treasurer of the Boston and Pro-

vidence Rail-road Corporation, respectfully make the
following answers to the interrogatories contained in
your communication of the 25th instant, viz. :

Ist. The Corporation have no section of their road in
the State of Rhode Island, but the whole of the Rail-road
in Rhode Island, connected with our road at Seekonk,
belongs to another Corporation, called the Boston and
Providence Rail-road and Transportation Company, for
which they hold a charter granted by the Rhode Island
Legislature. They have, however, leased the same to
our Corporation, to hold during the continuance of our
charter.

All the expenses for the road in Rhode Island and the
bridge and depot connected with it, were incurred by
the Rhode Island Corporation, for which our company
agreed to pay them a rent on the cost thereof, equal to
the rate of dividend paid to our own stockholders. This
agreement was made under the authority of the Legis-
lature, in 1835, and the same wT as particularly referred
to in the annual report of the directors to the Legisla-
ture, in 1836, and was subsequently in the same year
laid before a committee of the Legislature, and may be
now found among the printed Legislative Documents of
the Senate of that year. The amount upon which we

pay a rent as aforesaid, is $95,568 73, deducting there-
from a balance of $14,717 43, due to us from that Cor-
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poration as below stated, in answer 16. The particulars
in detail appear by the document herewith exhibited,
marked A.

2d. Our Corporation are not interested directly or
indirectly in the building near the depot in Rhode Island
known as the Tockwotten House.

3d. Our Corporation have agreed to pay to the Boston
and Providence Rail-road and Transportation Company,
a rent as before mentioned and nothing further.

4th. Our Corporation have paid nothing, nor have they
agreed to pay any thing, for the transportation of pas-
sengers or freight from the depot at India Point, across
the river to the Stonington Rail-road. The Stonington
Rail-road Company expect us to make an agreement
with them to bear a portion of the expense of such trans-
portation, and we have now applied to the Legislature
for authority to make such agreement.

Answers to additional questions.

Ist. The Boston and Providence Rail-road and Trans-
portation Company have no right to use the depot in
Rhode Island, which we have hired of them as before
mentioned. In respect to the wharves in Rhode Island,
we have no other interest in them, except the right of
landing and shipping passengers and freight, free of ex-
pense, as mentioned in the agreement of 1835, before
referred to.

2d. We have been informed, that the land for the
depot in Rhode Island was purchased by the said Rhode
Island Corporation of Brown & Ives and others. How
much was paid per rod, we are unable to say, any fur-
ther than appears by the Document A, before refer-
red to-

-3
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3rd. This question we are unable to answer, as no
estimate has been made in reference to this subject.

4th. It is impossible for us to state the terms upon
which sufficient lands for the use of the company might
have been obtained in Massachusetts, opposite India
Point. A piece of land with the flats adjoining, near
India Point, was given to the company, by Joshua Mau-
ran. The whole area of the upland, so given, was nearly
two acres, the flats about the same. That quantity of
land would have been insufficient for the use of the
company.

sth. The amount expended for buildings for the depot
at Boston, is $22,738 66.

6th. The directors chosen in 1831, were Thomas B.
Wales, Joseph W. R,evere, William Appleton, Thomas
Motley and Charles G. Coring, all of Boston. In 1832,
William W. Woolsey, of New York, and Thomas B.
Wales, Joseph W. Revere, Patrick T. Jackson, and
John F. Coring, all of Boston. In 1833 and 34, the said
Wales, Jackson, Revere, Coring and Woolsey, with
Charles H. Russell, of New York, and Charles Potter,
of Providence. In 1835 and 36, the said Woolsey, Rus-
sell, Potter, Revere and Coring, with James G. King
and Elihu Townsend, of New York. In 1837 and 38,
the said Woolsey, Townsend and Russell, of New York,
with the said Revere, Coring, Josiah Quincy, junior, and
Benjamin R. Nichols, of Boston. In June 1839, there
were chosen, Josiah Quincy, junior, Joseph W. Revere,
William Sturgis and William Appleton, of Boston, and
Charles H. Russell, Elihu Townsend, and M. H. Grin-
ned, of New York, who are now the directors.

7th. The Committee were William W. Woolsey,
Charles H. Russell, Charles Potter, and William Gibbs
McNeill.
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Bth. It is not in our power to state with any precision
what citizens of Massachusetts have been stockholders
in said rail-road since it was first opened for use.

Two separate stock books are kept, one in Boston
and the other in New York. In the New York books
are the names of several large stockholders belonging to
Massachusetts, and we are not in the practice of speci-
fying on either of the books the places of residence of
any of the stockholders.

The number of shares belonging to stockholders on
the Boston books, at the time of the semi-annual divi-
dends in each year, is as follows :

1835, December, . . . 113
1836, July, ... 151
1837, January, . . . 421
“ July, . . . • 608

1838, January, .
. . 573

“ July, • . • 699
1839, January, . . .

1239
“ July, . • • 2490

1840, January, . . • 4082

The shareholders in Boston are constantly increasing.
9th. For an answer to this question we refer to the

documents herewith exhibited, marked B, C, D, E,
and F.

10th. For an answer to this question we refer to the
document marked G.

11th. For an answer to this question we refer to the
document marked H.

12th. There are no contracts to our knowledge, other
than those before mentioned, except a contract with the

Post Office Department for carrying the mail for $3,000
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per annum, and one with the Taunton Branch Rail-road
Company for drawing their cars attached to our trains.

13th. The Seekonk Branch is not now used.
14th. It is impossible for us to state what would have

been the difference of cost in the first instance, or what
would be the difference of the annual cost of repairs.

15th. The grounds of preference, we have been in-
formed and believe, were,

Ist. That there was deep water and good accommo-
dations for vessels on the Providence side, there being
an extensive wharf already built on that side, whereas
there was none on the Massachusetts side. It was also
understood that the line of the State of Rhode Island
was at high water mark on our side of the river, so that
whatever wharf accommodations were required, they
must necessarily be without our jurisdiction.

Other grounds of preference were,
That if the termination had been in Massachusetts,

the communication with Providence would have been ob-
structed by a toll bridge ;

That the travel and transportation between Boston and
Providence would be so great, that if we had terminated
our road at Seekonk, the public necessities would have
required that it should be extended across the river to
Providence ;

That, in short, the object for which our charter was
granted was to build a rail-road from Boston to Provi-
dence, it being called the Boston and Providence Rail-
road.

16th. The first advance was made to Thomas Hazard
by Major McNeill, the agent and engineer of our corpo-
ration, Nov. 16th, 1835, and was on account of India
Point viaduct and passenger house, amount $9,000;
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other payments were made to contractors, for work done
in Rhode Island, but as the same contractors were at
the same time employed on work in Massachusetts, it is
impossible to state with accuracy what proportion of
each payment was on account of Massachusetts work or
Rhode Island work. On settlement of accounts, however,
between the contractors and the two companies, it was
found that the total amount of advances made by the
Massachusetts Company, for work done in Rhode Island,
was §14,717 43, which amount is still due to our com-

pany from the Rhode Island Company. This amount is
semi-annually deducted from the sum upon which we

pay the Rhode Island Company a rent equal to the rate
of our own dividends, so that we pay them only a rent
upon the balance.

Very respectfully,

JOSIAH QUINCY,
President of Boston and Providence R. R. Co.

JNO. F. CORING,
Treasurer.

Boston , Feb. 28, 1840.
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(A.)

Quantity of land in Rhode Island, appropriated by the Bos-
ton and Providence Rail-road and Transportation Compa-
ny, to and for the use of the Boston and Providence Rail-
road Corporation, under the agreement between the two com-
panies, dated June 3d, and November 25th, 1835, and the
cost thereof, together with the amount expended thereon for
the purposes expressed in said agreements, viz.

LAND, &c.

1. The “James Brown lot” so called, situate on
the south side of India street, 250 by 100 feet.
A reservation being made of 20 by 100 feet, at
the east end for a common way, for use of both
companies. Original cost, . f 1,200
Deduct for one half the common way, 48

f 1,152 00
2. Rail-road Avenue, 100 feet wide, extending

from the western abutment of the Providence
viaduct to the depot house ; its width to be
computed northwardly from the wall across the
Herreshoff dock, and a line eastwardly in ex-
tension of the same 665 X 100=66,500 square
feet, at 6i cents, ..... 4,156 25

3. Lot lying between the Uail-road Avenue and the
Holden lot and Daggett lot, 95 by 20 feet ; to-
gether with 20 feet by 20 westwardly there-
from, for one half of an avenue common to both
companies, 40 feet wide, extending northwardly
from the Rail-road Avenue, 2.300 square feet
at 6£ cents. ...... 143 75
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4. An area north of the depot house, bounded
and described as follows: beginning at a point
on India street, 40 feet eastwardly of an iron
post, thence running southwardly to the Rail-
road Avenue, and thence westwardly along that
avenue and the north portico of the depot house
to a common avenue, thence northwardly by
said common avenue to India street, and thence
to the first mentioned bound, bounded north-
wardly by India street, eastwardly by a thirty
feet avenue, common to both companies, run-
ning from India street at right angles to the
Rail-road Avenue, southwardly by the north por-
tico of the depot house, and westwardly by an
avenue common to both companies, 50 feet in
width, 18,850 square feet at 12J cents. . . $2,356 25

5. The common way, 30 feet wide, just mention-
ed, the west line whereof commences on India
street, at a point 40 feet east of an iron post
100X30— 3O„°°=lsoo square feet, at 12i cents, 93 75

6. Area on which stand the porticos, and on which
are laid the rail-ways around the depot house,
including an avenue 12 feet wide to be left
open, parallel with and southwardly of the plat-
form on the south front of the depot house,
12,240 square feet, at 12J cents, . . ■ 1,530 00

7. An avenue common to both companies, be-
tween the western end of the depot house and
the brick store, extending from the 12 feet av-

enue, just mentioned, to India street, 50 feet
wide from the depot house to India street,

”“=3850 square feet, at 121- cents, • • 481 25

8 Stone store, since converted into a depot
7,200 00house, •
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9. Add for short measurement of land, $67 06
“ for interest on original cost, 169 69

236 75
and for proportion of the following
disbursements, forming part of the
original cost:

For services and expenses in procur-
ing charter, $475 00

“ “ 177 50
“ “ 60 33
“ “ 42 59
11 “ 70 00
“ “ 30 00

sBss 62
For services and ex-

penses in purchas-
ing estates, 500 00

“ “ 44 62
“ “ 6 00
“ “ 25 00
“ “ 70 00

645 62
For services and ex-

penses in locating
estates, 32 60

“ •“ 302 00
334 50

For taxes, 130 95
“ 184 50

315 45
For cutting down street

near hotel, 1381 12
■

6 ,?„8
„ on $53,700, (the first

cost of all the Company’s
estates,) is 3532 31
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6 ,mo on $17,350, (first cost of estates
appropriated to Rail-road Company,)
is $1,141 28

51,378 03

Whole amount cost of land and building, $18,491 28

EXPENDITURES.

10. Eastern abutment of Providence viaduct 84 by 55J feet.
Filling in, .... $471 25
Masonry, .....1,043 12
Piles for foundations and driving the

same, .....1,812 10
53,326 47

11. Providence viaduct.
Bridge proper, .... 8,350 00
Piles for do. .... 12,524 16
Draw and platform, .

• • 5,581 80
Sundries, -

389 45
Supplemental work, . •

• 1,494 60
Dolphins and piles to facilitate passage

of draw, .
334 68

23,674 69

12. Western abutment.
Masonry, .

• •
• . 2,101 38

Stone, .

308 00
Piles and driving do. - • 1,708 32

Saplings, . •
• •

• ->S 47
so on

Tolls upon stone, . - ■ •

8,4 yu

Carting shells and stone, • • 270 25
4,509 32

4
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13. Wall across Herreshoff’s dock.
Masonry, ....$2,013 00

“

.... 1,617 35
Stone, . . . . . 100 00
Labor, 267 75
Caplogs, ..... 11l 59
Saplings, .... 38 48
Piles, 343 70

“ and driving the same, . . 1,708 32
Rafting piles, ... 9 00
Tolls upon stone, . . . 82 90
Excavating, .... 1,532 61
Platform, .... 2,000 00

59,824 70

14. Railways, ...... 10,000 00

15. Formation of rail-road avenue, . . 5,200 00

16. Filling in north of do. .... 2,600 00

17. Passenger house or depot house.
Alterations in stone store, Thomas

Hassard, .... 7,486 00
“ “ Tallman and

Bucklin, .... 2,996 43
“ “ Clapp and

Olney, 131 27
Painting, 539 65
Plastering, ..... 266 48
Posts, &c., S. Newcomb, . 62 12

O. Carpenter, . 16 00
Gravel, &c., I. Saunders, . 61 56

“ B. W. Comstock, . 94 78
“ Jno. Morris, . 47 25

11,701 54

18. Cranes, ....... 743 47
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19. Fences, 334 running feet at 60 cents, 200 40

“ 625 “ “ 47J 296 87
5497 27

Whole amount of expenditures, . .
. 77,077 46

Whole amount of cost of land, &c., . . 18,491 28

Total, $95,568 74



( B. )

PAy ROLL of Agents and Subordinates employed in the Transportation Department of Poston and
Providence Rail-road Company, for the month ending this day. Paid at Boston Office.

Total Amount. We, the subscribers, several-
NAMES. OCCUPATION. Days Per Diem Al- Per Annum Al- ly acknowledge to have re-

Employetl. lowance. lowance. 00l Yed the !,mount s" 1 °P-
Dolls. Cents. posits our names.

Daniel Nason, - - Master of Transportation, -
- . $1250Jno. McGovern, - - Clerk in Ticket Office, -
- 600

Luther Pollard, - - Store-keeper, -
- $2 00

J. E. Allen, - Clerk in Freight Dep’t, -

’

I 50
George B. Gibbons, - do 125
Charles Arnold, - - Laborer in Freight House, - 1 12JEdward Butrick, -

- do - - - ]25
Rufus Titus, - do ] 25
Dennis Murphy, - - Baggage Master, - ]5O
Owen Duffy, -

- , Switch Tender, - - 125Charles Fiagg, - - Watchman—Boston Depot, - 125
Leonard Crossman, - Engineman, - 200
Parsons Pain, - do - -

- 200William Webb, - do 2 00
Abraham Munroe, - do - - - 2 00
Edward Gaffield, - Fireman, ... 125
Rufus Smith, - do - - - 1 25
Levi Grover, - do 1 25
Lucius Cummings, - do - -

- 125
John Smith, - do 1 25
Lyman Tucker, Jr. - Conductor, -

- 700
Stephen Hill, - do - - - | I 666

28
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Thomas Harvey, - - Conductor, - - SCOO
Ira Hollis, ... do - 480
Francis Clark, - - Brakeman, - $1 25
John Daily, - do I 25
Phelin Lynch, - do 125
Sylvester Heustis, - Depot Master—Roxbury, - 1 50
Phet Brusly, - - Laborer, do - 1 00
Pat Boyle, ... do do - 1 00
Hugh McNulty, - - do do - 1 00
Peter Dolen, - - do do 1 00
William Lingham, - Gate-keeper—Rugglcs street, 1 00
Andrew lloon, - - Flag-man—Tremont street, - 125
Pat Nolen, - - - Switch Tender—D. Branch, - 1 00
Thomas Morrison, - do Sharon Hill, 1 00
George W. W inship, - Watchman—Roxbury Depot, 125
Frank Cassady—boy, - Porter—Boston Depot, - - 60

Feb. 27, 1840.—Approved.

W. RAYMOND LEE, General Superintendent.

1840.]

SENATE—
No.
50.
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( C. )

PAYROLL of Agents and Subordinates employed in the Transportation Department of Boston and
Providence Rail-road Company, for the month ending this day. Paid at Providence Office.

Total Amount. We, the subscribers, several-
NAMES. OCCUPATION. Days Per Diem Al- Per AnnumA 1 iy acknowledge to have re-

Employed. lowance. lowance. c6,ved the amount set op-
Dolls. Cents. posite our names.

B. W. Comstock, - Master of Transportation, -
- $1250Cyrus Potter, -

- Store-keeper, - . gOOJ. J. Paine, - - Clerk in Freight Dep’t, - - 480E. Brown, - . Laborer in Freight House, - $1 25F. Cummings, - do 1 00B. 1. Hoyt, - . Watchman, - 125Jno. Mathews, -
- Baggage Master, - -

. 500
. m

I 'own i * - Depot Master—Seekonk, - - 480A. Taylor, -
- Laborer, do - 100Samuel Wilrnath, - do do - 1 00G. A. Humphreys, - Clerk in Ticket Office, -

- 600S. Newcomb, -
- Carpenter and Machinist, - - 600

Feb. 27, 1840.—Approved.

W. RAYMOND LEE, General Superintendent.
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( D. )

PAY ROLL of Force employed in Repairs of Moving Power, on the Boston and Providence Rail-road,
for the month ending this day. Paid at Boston Office.

Por Diom Amount on Amount on Amount on Total
Time Allowance. Engines. Passenger Merchandise Amount. We, the subscribers, severally ac-

NAMES. OCCUPATION. employ- Cars. Cars. knowledge to have received thei on in amount sot opposite our names,
days. Dols. Cts. Dols. Cts. Dols. Cls. Dols. Cts. Dols. Cts.

George S. Griggs, Master Mechanic, - 3 00
Jonathan Hurt, - Machinist, - - 1 75
Harvey Rice, do 1 67
S. E. Chubrick, do 1 67
Osgood Bracket, do 1 50
Noel Kettle, do 1 33
Henry Greggs, - Apprentice, - 67
J. C. Pratt, - Blacksmith, - 2 00
Jonathan Snow, do - 1 67
George Ayers, - j do - - 1 25
John Leghtrur, - | Car Builder, - 2 00
George Miller, - \ do - - I 63
Henry Koseymer. i do - - 1 50
11. W. Hunt, - Carpenter, - - 1 67

Warren Stone, - ' Eng. Sta. Engine, - 1 00

Feb. 27, 1840.

W. RAYMOND LEE, General Superintendent.

1840.]

SENATE—
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( E. )

PAY ROLL of a Party employed in Repairs of Boston and Providence Rail-road, for the month end-
ing this day. Paid at the Boston Office.

Total Amount. We, the subscribers, several-
NAMES. OCCUPATION. Days For Diem Per Annum ly acknowledge to have re-

Employed, Allowance. Allowance. „ „ „

ce,v
t
ed the amount set °P'

Dolls. Cents. posite our names.

Isaiah Hoyt, - - Rd. Master—2d Div. - - $BOO
C. Spaulding, - - do IstJDiv. -

- 800
Willard Manuel, - Superintendent ofParty No. 1,

on 2d Div. - -
. 000 The road force is much

S. O. Case, - - Superintendent ofParty No. 2,
'

smaller at this sea-
on 2d Div. -

- 600 son of the year than
D. L. Davis, -

- Superintendent ofParty No. 2, at °ther times.
on Ist Div. -

_ 600Erastus Spaulding, - Superintendent of Party No. 1, W. R. L.
on Ist Div. - -

- 600Nath. White, -
- Carpenter, - $1 00Franklin Hoyt, - - Laborer, ... |

A. Wheeler, do 1 00~
A. McManis, do 1 25Pat. Cochran, -

- do ... 1 00
C. Kelley, do 1 00

Feb. 27, 1840.—Approved.
W. RAYMOND LEE, General Superintendent.
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(*’•)

WAY STATIONS.

PAYROLL of Agents and Subordinates employed in the Transportation Department of Boston and
Providence Rail-road Company, for the month ending this day.

1 ’

Total Amount, i We, the subscribers, several-
O' v«ME« OCCUPATION. 1 Dnys Per Diem AIJ Per Annum Al Ily acknowledge to have rc-

Umuloyod. lowuncc. lownnco. ceivod the amount set op-
Dolls. Cents. posite our names.

Zebediah Holt, - Way Agent—Canton, - $1 50
E. Shackley, - - Laborer, do - 100
Kingsbury and Hodges, Way Agents—Foxborough, - 100
Janies Greene, - Way Agent—Mansfield, - 1 50
Jno. Flabavan, - - Laborer, do - - 50
Lyman W. Dean, - Way Agent—Attleborough, - 100
Ebeu Bishop, -

- Way Agent—Seekonk, - 1 00

Feb. 27, 1840.—Approved.

W• RAYMOND LEE, Central Superintendent.

3640.]
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( G. )

Answer to question No. 10. There are seven salaried offi-
cers attached to the company, as follows: Per Ann.
Josiah Quincy, Jr., President, .

. $2,500 00
Jno. F. Loring, Treasurer, . . 1,500
And an allowance for extra clerk, . . 300
B. R. Nichols, Solicitor, . . . 700
Edward Pickering, Clerk, . .

. 300
W. C. Woolsey, Transfer Officer in New York, 1,000
W. R. Foreman, Clerk in New York Office, 750
W. R. Lee, General Superintendent, . 2,500

Feb. 27, 1840.

' (H. )

Account of Expenditures by the Boston and Providence Rail-
road Corporation, for the professional services of lawyers,,

viz.

1831—Dec. 30—Paid Willard Phillips, Esq. for his
services before a committee of the Legisla-
ture, . . . . . $ 78 00'

1832April 27—Paid B. R. Nichols, Esq. for his
services as clerk and solicitor, . . 200

1833Jan. B—Paid do. for year’s services, . .750
April 20—Paid Charles Jackson, Esq. for con-

sulting with Mr. Nichols in relation to suit
of Boston Water Power Company, . 20

July 12—Paid B. R. Nichols, on account of
his services as clerk and solicitor, . . 200

Oct. 4—Do. do. .

.
, 250
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•1834—Jan.22—Pd. balance due him foryear’s services, $3OO 00
Do. for his special services in suits

of Boston Water Power Company, and re-
sisting or settling various claims for lands
taken, and for attending before Legislature
to concerns of company, . . . 500

April I—Do. on account of his salary as clerk
and solicitor, ....300

Sept. I—Do. do. . . . 300
4835—Jan. 7—Do. balance of year’s salary, . 150

“ Do. for his special services in suits
against the company, and resisting or set-
tling claims for lands in 1834, . . 750

July 15—Do. on account of his salary as clerk
and solicitor, ....375

Dec. 15—Do. do. .
. .125

1836Jan. 11—Do. balance of year’s salary, . 250
April 6—Paid D. Webster, Esq. for a general

retainer, .... 500
April IS—Paid S. Greenleaf, Esq. for his ser-

vices in supporting the petition of the com-
pany before a committee of the Legislature,
for a confirmation of the location of the road
through the Basin of the Boston Water
Power Company, ....200

July B—Paid B. R. Nichols for six months
salary as clerk and solicitor, . .375

1837-—May I—Paid do. on account of do. . . 500
June 2—Paid J. Tollman, Esq. for his servi-

ces in adjusting land claim, . . 15
July 23—Paid B. R. Nichols for his special

services in the defence of various suits
against the company, arising out of the col-
lision of the cars, and in seeing to the adjust-
ment of the same, • * ' 1200
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March 25—Paid Jeremiah Mason, Esq. for his
services in the defence of said suits, $l2OO 00>

1837—Sept. 7—Paid S. D. Parker, Esq. for do. . 400
1835—Dec.—Paid A. Bassett for attendance before a

jury at Attleborough, on claim of Seba
Carpenter for land taken, . . .15

1837March 28—Paid A. Cushman, Esq. for attend-
ance before a jury at Attleborough, on
claim of school district for land taken, . 15

Dec. 30—Paid B. R. Nichols for balance of his
salary as clerk and solicitor, . . 625

1838—Dec.—Paid A. Cushman, Esq. for attending to
the defence of sundry land claims in Attle-
borough and Seekonk, . . .61

1839April 4—Paid do. defending against sundry
land claims in Seekonk, . . .19 50

1838—Feb. 23—Paid Peter Pratt, Esq. for his vari-
ous services in resisting or settling claims
for lands taken, and drawing a great num-
ber of deeds, .... 1128 50

June 30—Paid B. R. Nichols for six months
salary as clerk and solicitor, . .375

June 30^—Paid Jeremiah Mason, Esq. for ad-
vice in relation to rights of company in
Rhode Island, . . . .30

June 25—Paid B. R. Nichols, on account of
the professional services of himself, and of
Jeremiah Mason and Rufus Choate, Esqrs.,
in resisting the petition of the Seekonk
Branch Rail-road Company to the Legisla-
ture, for establishing and using locomotive
engines on our road, . . . 1507 54

1839May 15—Paid S. Greenleaf, Esq. in full for
his services in relation to the suits of the
Boston Water Power Company and Horace
Gray and others, . . . .755
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May 21—Paid B. R. Nichols for his services
in opposing the petition of the Seekonk
Branch Rail-road Company, before a com-
mittee of the Legislature, for establishing a
rate of tolls this year, and in negotiating for
a settlement, ....1000

May 21—Paid John I. Donaldson, Esq.
through Mr. Nichols, for his professional
services in the suits of Ross Winans against
the company, .

. . .50
May 21—Paid B. R. Nichols, in full for his

various services in the suits of the Boston
Water Power Company, and effecting a set-
tlement of the same, . . . 500

June 29—Paid do. on account of his salary as
solicitor, .....350

June 29—Paid I. Cleveland, Esq. for services
in adjusting land claims in Dedham, . 21

Dec. 7—Paid E. Pickering, Esq. for services
in evicting tenants, . . .12

1840—Jan. B.—Paid B. R. Nichols, on account of
his salary as solicitor, . . . 350

Jan. 9—Paid do. for his special services in at-
tending before referees in relation to the
amount to be paid to the Seekonk Compa-
ny, and effecting a settlement with that
company, ....300

$16,052 54
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Answer to question 2d of the order.
By Mr. Quincy. The R. I. Company has several times

proposed to the Boston and Providence U. R. Comp, to pur-
chase said Tockwotten House, or to take it as a part of the
depot, on which dividends should be declared, and has as often
been rejected. Cannot say but one or two of the directors of
B. &P.R. R. Co. have been in favor of accepting it. The
proposition has been repeatedly rejected.

In answer to the third question.
Joshua Mauran

,
of Providence, estimated the expense of

repairing the bridge, annually, at 5000 dollars, in round num-
bers, for twenty years.

In answer to the same question, W. R. Lee, the superin-
tendent, estimated the cost of annual repairs, at 1000 dollars.
He also stated, that the bridge was built originally, in a defec-
tive manner. Supplementary bracing, cost $1,494 60.

Abutment sunk, cost of repair, $3,501 49.
For five years, exclusive of the above expenditure, he stated

that the repairs had averaged 200 dollars per year.

To question 4th.
By Mr. Quincy. Does not know of any proposition made

to supply land for depot, on the Massachusetts side.
In answer to the same question, Mr. Mauran presented a

voluminous correspondence, (see document marked I), between
himself and Mr. McNeill, the agent of the Co., relative to a site
for depot on the Massachusetts side, which will fully explain
the negotiation, and is hereto appended.

VERBAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS.
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In answer to the loth question, reference is had to the Annual
Report ot Major McNeill to the directors, June 4th, 1834, pages
16 and 17, as follows :

" I would only add, in relation to the subject of the southern
terminus of the rail-road, that while the privilege accorded was
at least so far desirable, that we should not be restricted to a
termination of the road on lands to which a price might be
affixed, in proportion to their enhanced value, from the neces-
sities of the corporation ; the terms proposed to your agent, by
the proprietors of those lands on the Massachusetts shore, (as
you have already been apprised.) seem to be not only reasona-
ble but liberal on his part ; and as those lands will, at least for
the present, afford ample accommodation to the trade of the
rail-road, it remains optional with us, and I should say much
dependant on the cost of like accommodation in the city of
Providence, whether or not the privilege of entering the State
of Rhode Island, shall be availed of. The intercourse between
Boston and Providence, doubtless, will be the more facilitated,
the nearer the rail-road shall approach the centre of the latter
city; but, terminating even in its vicinity, opposite India Point,
it would still afford the most convenient avenue, and would, in
consequence, command the travel between these cities. The
rnain object of your rail-road, that of effectuating the most safe,
cheap, and expeditious transit of persons and merchandise be-
tween Boston and New York, will, however, it is conceived,
be, perhaps, as fully accomplished in the one case as in the
other.”

Mr. Lee, in answer to the same question, stated, that he
thinks Major McNeill was in favor of the Massachusetts termi-
nus. He (Mr. Lee) has expressed a preference for it himself,
since having so often been called upon to attend upon the
Legislature.
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(M

CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO LAND FOR DEPOT.

Submitted by Mr. Mauran in answer to question 4.
[This letter was duly received the 22d of April, and answered

on sth April.]
48 Beacon Street, Tuesday, April Ist, 1834.

Dear Sir :—As our understanding was, that you should hear
from me on or before Wednesday (tomorrow), —although in-
disposition confines me to my room, and I write with so much
inconvenience, that I must be brief—I shall so far comply with
your expectations, as to apprize you that I have communicated
to the Board the substance of what transpired in our recent
interview at Providence, that they having referred this subject
to the committee, of which I am a member, and for which I
am acting, are not disposed to interfere; and that, therefore,
authorized as I am to treat upon the subject, it remains to us,
(you and myself) to conclude upon the terms on which I should
feel authorized to continue the location and construction of the
B. & P. Rail-road, with a view to its extension to India Point
or its vicinity ; and in order that you may be distinctly apprised
of my understanding of the terms to which I suppose you are
willing to subscribe, I’ll give you the following extract from
ray journal (which is among the archives of the Corporation)
in which these terms, as I understand them, are recorded.

Extract.
“ The object of the agent was to learn the terms on which

Mr. Mauran would cede to the Corporation the land they might
find it desirable to possess in connexion with the southern ter-
minus of their rail-road. The exact quantity, or even the pre-
cise locality , it was not attempted by the agent to define, but
in order that the location and construction of the road may be
continued—with the security to the company, that the neces-
sary accommodations for a depot may be obtained on fair and
equitable terms, the agent contented himself with the simple
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inquiry. “ On what terms will Mr. Mauran cede to the B. & P.
R- R. Corporation a tract immediately southward of India
Point Bridge (on the Massachusetts shore), with a front on the
channel of 600 to 800 feet, and with a depth of like extent, the
tract to be of such form as shall be thought by the company to
be most convenient ?” To this Mr. Mauran’s explicit answer, in
substance, was, “ that, as the evidence of his desire to deal fairly
with the company, we should have such a tract or such accom-
modations as we might require, on such terms as Capt. Me
Neill should dictate

I wish, therefore, to learn from you, if you assent to this
construction of your meaning, and within what period I am at
liberty to state the terms ? This is necessary, only, because
you know of the uncertainty of life, &c. ; in fact, because it is
proper before I commit the company, you, if yon please, should
be committed. I think it, however, probable, that it may be
preferred by all parties, that the rail-road should terminate
southward of your land, passing then, or perhaps occupying, a
portion of Mr. Burgess’. I wish, therefore, yon would take
measures to learn Mr. Burgess’ views upon the subject, and
apprize me of them without delay. Would it not, possibly, be
a good project to fill up all the flats in front of your land and
that of Mr. Burgess’, for, say 2000 feet southward of the bridge,
or to the second point of land below the bridge. And as this
could, I think, be better done, (more cheaply by the corpora-
tion), selecting therefrom such portions as we should require,
the remainder could be disposed of, the joint account of your-
self, Mr. B. and the corporation. At all events, after you have
answered the first inquiry I put to you, I shall be obliged to

you to ascertain if Mr. Burgess will allow us to occupy his land,
if it shall be preferred on similar terms to those you will have
assented to. Respectfully, I am

Your obedient servant,

Signed. WM. GIBBS McNEILL,
Agent, &c. of B. &, P. R. R. CO.

Mr. Joshua Mauran, Providence, R. I.
6
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Copy of a letter to Major Wm. G. McNeill, and delivered to him
at his house.

Boston, April 5, 1834.
Major Wm. G. McNeill.

Dear Sir ;—ln reply to your communication of April Ist, I
beg leave to reply, that, as I am in possession of ample lands
lying on the east side of Seekonk River, and bounding on said
river south of the abutment of India Bridge, sufficient in extent
for all the accommodation that may be required for the termi-
nation of the B. & P. R. R., and being well convinced, that it
is of all others, and under all circumstances, the most desirable
place for that great project to terminate, and as I have expended
a considerable sum of money for this land, and the necessary
appendages that may be required to carry this great enterprise
into full effect, and as I do not wish, as I always have stated,
to throw any obstacle in the way, to impede the completion of
the same, I am willing, under all circumstances, to leave the
subject matter with Major McNeill, to decide on the premises,
and to act as umpire between myself and the corporation, in
all matters in relation to the same. The height of my ambi-
tion is, and always has been, since this project has been on the
carpet, that I may be permitted to realize a reciprocal interest
with the corporation in this location and appendages. 1 sin-
cerely hope it may be decided on as soon as the nature of the
subject may permit.

I remain your most humble servant,

Signed. JOSHUA MAURAN.
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Copy of a letter from the Hon. Tristam Burgess.

Providence, July 12th, 1834.
Lapt. Joshua Mauran.

Dear Sir ;—Agreeable to the conversation which we had
to-day, I now authorize you to make the following proposition
to the Boston and Providence Rail-road Company. If that
company choose to locate, build and establish their rail-road on
the Massachusetts side of Seekonk river, deserving to have
all these fixtures, viz. the jurisdiction of that state, and shall
determine to do so, that is to say, to pass through my land
north of the Fuller House, where they have staked out the
ground, or near that location, thence through your land by the
east end of India Point Bridge, down southerly by your shore
till it reaches my land south of yours, and thence through my
land, in the same direction, until the road reaches the water,
near my old wharf, so that the most western terminus of the
rail-road shall be on my shore of the Lyon Farm, at or con-
veniently near that place, but without obstructing any rights of
way reserved to the proprietors in the original division of said
Lyon Farm, I will accommodate the company with lands
and shore for their purposes, and will convey to them all my
land, shore and flats lying westward of the line at the head of
the water lots, beginning where that line extended north-east-
erly intersects our dividing line, and thence running as the line
on the plat runs, until it reaches the channel of the river, ex-
cepting all rights of way on the Lyon Farm. lor the same
purposes, and on like conditions, I will convey to them the
right to pass over my land north of the Fuller House. You
may, should you think it proper, make these propositions, how-

ever, to the company, with the assurance that I will comply
with them.

I am, dear sir, with much respect,
Your obedient servant,

Signed, TRISTAM BURGESS.
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P. S.—lt is agreed by and between the subscribers, that if
the rail-road shall be located as above, and said Burgess makes
the above conveyance, that land of the said Mauran shall be so
laid out as to give a free passage to said Burgess from the Lyon
Farm to India Point Bridge. Signed,

The above is a copy referring to the proposition made by
Tristam Burgess to the Boston and Providence Rail-road Com-
pany, through Capt. Joshua Mauran.

Testified by TRISTAM BURGESS.
Signed,

Copy of a paper prepared by me, and submilted to Major McNeill,
April last, 1834.

Providence, April 2d, 1834.
Major Wm. G. McNeill.

Dear Sir;—ln return to your favor under date of the Ist of
April, I beg leave to reply, that I will give a quit claim deed
of the width of the road through my lands, wherever it is
wanted to be located, free gratis ; and, in addition to that, I
will give the same conveyance to the land and shore from the
south side of the square contemplated to be established, to the
water fence, my west line including the mountain lot, and
commence at the point on my south line of the Beers lot, at
the point where the south line of the mountain being contin-
ued to the north-eastward, until it intersects the said line.
Then from that point northerly at right angle, from the south
line of the Beers lot, until it comes to the south side of a con-
templated avenue, (and square, at the west end of the avenue,)
that is to be established through the centre of my farm, from
the shore to the east end, parallel with the public road leading
easterly towards Warren, &c.—the buildings not included that
stand on said premises—providing the rail-road corporation will
procure the Heater piece of land of Mr. Burgess that is includ-
ed within said lines, and furnish the money and means to
wharve out said premises, and do all things needful and proper
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to be done to improve said property, to make the same useful
and productive, and for me to own proportion of the
same, to be used in common for the proprietor’s benefit. Or,
after completed and laid out in proper form, to be divided and
set off to the parties. This proposition is understood between
the parties, that the rail-road is to be located, built and ended
on the said premises, on the east side of Seekonk river.

Signed, JOSHUA MAURAN.

Office B. & P. R. R. Co., Boston, August 6th, 1834.

Joshua Mauhan, Esq., Providence.

Dear Sir :—On a statement to the directors, of your de-
sire that we should enter on your premises, occupy what we
may require for the purposes of our rail-road, and give you
such portion of the reminder as I shall think fair and equitable,
while your liberality and friendly disposition towards the work
is appreciated. I find they would much prefer that you should
name your price. 1 have therefore to request that you will in-
form me of the terras on which you will give a deed to this
company, for, say a tract fronting on the channel for 800 feet,
(to 1000 feet, if necessary,) between the abutment of India
Bridge and Burgess’ Point, in such place as we shall prefer ;

with a depth of say 250 to 300 feet, so as to include six to

eight'acres, with the privilege of taking sand, gravel and stone
from the premises, to fill up and to face the flats, the right of
way through your premises to be ceded gratuitously. I think
I shall go to New York on Saturday or Monday, but mean-
while Mr. Chesbrough, our superintendent of contractors, will
call on you.

Yours, respectfully,

Signed, WM. G. McNEILL.

The above is a copy of a letter from Major Wm. G. McNeill.
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Copy of a letterforwarded to Maj. Wm. G. McNeill, Aug. 13, 1834.

Providence, August 12, 1834.
Major Wm. G. McNeill.

Dear Sir :—ln reply to your esteemed favor, under date of
6th instant, I was at a loss to know how I could answer the

, same. In referring to a former communication to you, under
date sth of April last, I found that I had already given you
complete command of my premises, and made you umpire be-
tween me and the corporation ; but as it appears that you do
not wish to exercise the power I then entrusted you with, and
as I still have the same feeling in regard to this project that I
ever had, and have no wish to alter my views in the least, or
to relax my exertions to bring this business to a terminus that
shall secure the parties concerned the reciprocal benefits the
nature of the subject will admit of, and under all circumstan-
ces, I beg leave to state the terms I am willing to agree to.

Ist. The Boston and Providence Rail-road Corporation shall
so locate their road through Mr. T. Burgess’ land, as to secure
a deed from him for said land, as promised by Mr. T. Burgess
in a letter from him to me, under date July 12, 1834, which
letter you have seen, and reference to the same may be had,
and the land, except the right of way through his lands to the
northward of my land, may be seen on the plat made by Mr.
Chesbrough last April, which I had the pleasure of seeing this
day, for the first time since it was executed.

2nd. I will give the right of way through all ray lands in
Massachusetts.

3d. I will give you seven hundred feet front on the water,
and 250 or 300 feet back, if it is required.

4th. I will give you all the sand, gravel and stone, that may
be required to wharf out said 700 feet by 250 or 300, if it be
taken from my land, provided the corporation pay me for what
I have done and am doing, in opening a stone quarry very near
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where the stone will be wanted, if wanted at all ; or they may
open some other quarry on my land at their own expense, and
get the supply of stone therefrom.

sth. I will give you one half of all the other land and shore,
described on the plat, that the corporation may improve upon,
over and above the 700 by 250 to 300, also sand, gravel and
stone as above.

6th. It will be necessary to have an avenue at least 50 feet
wide, across the aforesaid 700 feet by 250 to 300 feet, so as to
allow of the free passing and repassing to and from the lands
north and south of the same, for all persons who have or may
have a right thereon, the said avenues to be always clear of
any obstruction that would prevent its free use, &c.

7th. If the corporation shall see proper, after improving my
lands as above stated, to remove their main depot to other
lands than mine, as herein mentioned, they, the corporation,
must in such an event, leave all these improvements (except
their moveable property) on the premises, all of which improve-
ments and land shall revert back to me or my heirs, as the case
may be.

Bth. The said corporation must improve, or say, within two
years after making their first entrance upon my lands, how
much of said lands they mean to improve, in a reasonable time,
say three years from this date, according to the “ sth proposi-
tion,” and revert back to me, so that all they do not improve
may be improved by me or my heirs, as the case may be.

All of this I submit to your consideration and adoption, if
you should think proper, being of opinion it will meet your
views, or any other gentleman concerned. I have to request
that this, my proposition, may not be made public, and be
known only to yourself and the gentlemen directors of the

locating committee.

I remain, dear sir, yours respectfully,

Signed. J. MAURAN.
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Copy'of letter from Major McNeill, August 15, 1834.

New York, August 14, 1834.
Me. Joshua'Mauran.

Dear Sir:—ln answer to yours, just received, of the 12th
inst., I assure you I regret that you have so far deviated from
the understanding which we had day before yesterday, as to
endanger the almost immediate conclusion to which I had
hoped we should come, to the satisfaction of all parties. My
advice to you would be founded on what I think I should do
myself were I in your place, to transcribe, if not literally, at
least the substance of the propositions which were indited by
me at your instance. At any rate, I think your sth and 7th
propositions really inadmissible, that is, if you mean (by the
sth) that to be entitled to one half of the tract shown on Ches-
brough’s map, we must improve (viz. spend money) on the
whole of it, why this I tell you plainly, you hold out none of
the necessary inducements, which I expected. And as to the
7th proposition, you must know that we never could consent,
if a depot be necessary elsewhere than on your land, that im-
provements we shall have meanwhile made, should revert to
you. So long as we use it, as least, we should expect to hold
it. And as we could have no motives to make improvements
unless we meant to use them, you may as well omit the possi-
bility of reversion to you. These two articles of your proposi-
tion, (the sth and 7th) must be expunged, or you must, as I
requested in my letter of the 6th inst., name your price for land
we should require. Had you not better come to New York
and see us? On Monday or Tuesday I shall return.

Respectfully, I am your obedient servant,

Signed. WM. G. McNeill.

P. S. If you can be here on Saturday, well, if not, you need
not come.
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Copy of Communication to Major McNeill, August 18, 1834.
Ist. The Boston and Providence Rail-road Corporation shall

so locate their road through Mr. T. Burgess’ land, as to secure
a deed from him for said land, as promised by Mr. Burgess in a
letter from him to me, under date July 12, 1834, which letter
you have seen, and reference to the same may be had, and theland, (except the right of way through his land to the north-
Avard of my land,) may be seen on the plat made by Mr. Ches-
brough last April, which I had the pleasure of seeing this day,
for the first time since it was executed.

2nd. I will give the right of Avay through all my lands in
Massachusetts. I will give 800 feet front on the Avater by 300
leet back, if it is required, and stone, gravel and sand, that
may be wanted to Avharf out the same, if it be taken from my
land, provided the corporation will pay me for Avhat I have
done and am doing, in opening a quarry very near where the
stone will be Avanted, if Avanted at all, or they may open some
other quarry on my land, at their oavii expense, and get their
supply therefrom, all the buildings on the premises excepted.

3d. I Avill give all of the other land and shore, described on
the plat before mentioned, with privilege of taking stone, to
wharf out the same as before mentioned, in regard to the lot
800 by 300, and the corporation must improve or say within
two years, after making their first entrance on the land, the parts
of the same in regard to the wharfiug out the shore and flats,
that they mean to improve in a reasonable time, say four years
from this date, and when so completed, one half of the whole
land, shore and flats, except the lot as above mentioned, 800
by 300, and right of Avay, streets and avenues, (all streets and
avenues being considered to belong to the Avhole parties con-
cerned in the premises) shall revert back to me, and be held by
the parties as tenants in common, or be equally divided and set
off to the parties. The corporation, in the first place, shall
cause the whole premises to be lard out with all the streets and

7
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avenues that the nature of the ground may require. And if the
corporation does not wharf out the remainder of the shore and
flats, in the time above mentioned, then in that case the part
or parts that is left by them of the shore and flats, with liberty
to take sand, gravel, Ac. from the adjoining lands to fill out the
same, shall revert back to me or my heirs, to make such im-
provement as I or they may think proper for my own or their
benefit. Further, that lor my heirs, shall have the right to
occupy and improve the whole premises for farming purposes,
Ac. for the four years above mentioned, except the lot 800 by
300, and such part or parts as the corporation may be engaged
upon in making their improvements, all of which I beg leave
to submit for adoption by yourself and such other person or
persons, as is, or may be, authorized to do the same.

Respectfully your most humble servant,

Signed JOSHUA MAURAN.

Copy of letter from Major McNeill, received .August 22, 1834, by
the hands of Peter Pratt, Esq.

Providence, August 20, 1834.
Me. Joshua Mauran.

Dear Sir ;—I have the pleasure to inform you, that your
communication of the 4th inst. as explained by me and under-
stood by the committee, has so far met the views of the com-
mittee, that by a resolution passed by them this morning, the
agent and engineer of the B. A P. R. R. Co. is authorized to
conclude a contract with you on the conditions stated in your
communication above alluded to. Mr. Pratt, who understands
the views of the committee, will make to you any further ex-
planation you may desire, or which may be requisite, and to
that gentleman, I beg to refer to.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
Signed WM GIBBS McNEILL.
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Copy of communication from Peter Pratt, accompanied with resolu-
tion from locating committee, received August 23 d, 1834.

Providence, August 22d, 1834.
Mr. J. Mauran.

Dear Sir :—Agreeable to instructions from the committee
of the Boston and Providence Rail Road Co. I now enclose to
you a communication from Win. G. McNeill, Esq. agent and
engineer of said Co. to you, and also a copy of a resolution of
said committee, on which the communication of Major McNeill
is predicated, and in conformity to which resolution his com-
munication is to be understood and construed. With senti-
ment of esteem, I am, sir,

Yours, very respectfully,
Signed PETER PRATT, attor. to said B. &P.R. R. Co.

Copy of a resolution of the Locating Committee of B. fy P. R. 11.
passed on 20th of August, and put into my hands August 22, 1834.

“ Resolved, That the agent and engineer be authorized to
accept the offer of Mr. Mauran, for land on the Seekonk shore,
opposite to India Point, See. agreeably to his written proposi-
tion and as understood by Mr. Pratt the counsel of the com-
mittee, and on the condition that the Rail-road company enter
into no stipulation on its part, as a consideration for the land,
Sec. conveyed by Mr. Mauran and Mr. Burgess, other than to
lay a rail to the point of land marked J. on the sketch exhib-
ited, so that the Rail-road Co., shall be in no way pledged as
to its destination, location or arrangement.”

I hereby certify, that the above is a copy of a resolution
passed by the committee of the B. & P. R. R- Co. at a meeting
holder) on the 20th of August, instant.

Signed. Attest, PETER PRATT, Bec'y.
Providence, August 22 d, 1834.
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Mr. Burgess’ understanding with Mr. Pratt, and McNeill and
Mauran being present at the time and heard the conversation,
and requested Mr. Peter Pratt to note his understanding at the
time on paper, which he wrote this paper and handed it to me.

Signed. J. MAURAN.

Copy of what Mr. Pratt wrote.

If the Rail Road Co. wished to lay a temporary rail to the
point J. as an experiment to be used or not, as the Co. might
think proper, he would give the Co. an entire right of way
through his land, both north and south of India Bridge, and as
much land as they might wish on the shore and flats, for all
the wharves and store houses, &c. &c., and if the company
continued to use the rail-road to his land for three years, he
would then convey to the Co. all the other lands contained in
his proposition to Mr. Mauran.

Copy of a proposition made the B. P. R. R. Co. through Mr.
Pratt and Major McNeill, September 15, 1834.

Providence, September 15, 1834.

Peter Pratt, Esq. and Major Wm, G. McNeill.

Gentlemen ;—ln return to your request this morning, I beg
leave to reply, that I will give to the B. &. P. R. R. Co. a quit
claim deed of a lot. of land, south and adjoining the east abut-
ment of India Bridge, with the flats in front of the same. The
north west corner to commence at the post in the fence that
runs across the abutment, and to continue southward at right
angle with Mauran Avenue, as laid down on your plat made
by Mr. Chesbrough, four hundred feet from thence, turning
at right angle, and extending eastward parallel with Mauran
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Avenue three hundred feet, thence turning at right angle and
running northerly until it intersects the south line of said ave-
nue, thence westerly on the line of said avenue, until it inter-
sects the first mentioned line. The buildings on said lot ex-
cepted. The part of the lands and flats north of the south line
of Mauran Avenue, to be always kept open and not obstructed,
and be always considered as a street avenue. There shall be
a street fifty feet in width through said lot, at right angles with
Mauran Avenue, or nearly so, as most convenient for the use of
said lot and the lands north and south of the same, and shall
always be kept open and free from all obstructions, that may
prevent its free use. Also, I will give the right of way for the
rail-road through my lands, on the east side of Seekonk river.
The company having liberty to quarry stone from some of my
ledges, for the purpose of facing the flats and building the
wharf, and to take gravel and sand to fill up the same. If the
stone is taken from the ledges that I am now engaged in
opening, the company must pay me for the money I have ex-
pended for that purpose, but if they should conclude to supply
themselves from any other ledge from my lands, they have
liberty to do free of expense, all of which I will agree to, pro-
viding the company continue their rail-road down to said lot.
This is considered a distinct proposition, and to have no con-
nexion with any one previously made by me to the company.

1 remain, gentlemen, your most humble servant,

Signed. J. MAURAN.

Copy of Deed—Joshua Mauran to Boston and Providence Rail-
road Corporation.

Know all men by these presents, That I. Joshua Mauran,
of the City and County of Providence, and State of Rhode
Island, &c., Merchant, for and in consideration of the sum of
one dollar to me in hand paid by the Boston and Providence
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Rail-road Corporation, being a corporation leg illy established
in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts; and in further con-
sideration that said corporation are hereafter to extend their
rail-road to the lot of land hereafter conveyed to said corpora-
tion, have bargained, sold, assigned, set over and conveyed,
and by these presents do bargain, sell, assign, set over and con-
vey, unto the said Boston and Providence Rail-road Corpora-
tion, their successors and assigns forever, all the right, title, in-
terest, claim and property, which I have in and to the follow-
ing described lands and premises, viz.; a certain lot of land,
and the flats adjoining the same, situated in Seekonk, in the
County of Bristol, and Commonwealth of Massachusetts, on
the easterly side of Seekonk River, near Washington or India
Bridge, so called, on the southerly side of the road and abut-
ments, leading to and across said bridge, bounded and described
as follows, viz: Beginning at the post in the fence which
runs across the east end of the east abutment of said bridge,
and from thence running southerly at right angle with Mauran
Avenue, so called, and crossing the same, as laid down on the
plat hereto annexed, four hundred feet, thence turning a right
angle, and extending westward parallel with said Mauran Ave-
nue, three hundred feet, thence turning a right angle and run-
ning northerly two hundred and sixty-six feet, until it comes
to the south line of said Mauran Avenue; thence westerly on
the south line of said avenue, three hundred feet, until it inter-
sects the first mentioned line : and the aforesaid flats are
bounded easterly on the first aforesaid line, northerly on the
eastward abutment of said bridge, westerly on the channel of
Seekonk River, and southerly on other lands and flats, belong-
ing to said Mauran, in the manner described on the plat hereto
annexed; to which plat reference may be had for a more par-
ticular description of said land, flats, and Mauran Avenue. It
being understood by and between the parties to this deed that
the building situated on the aforesaid premises are excepted
out of this deed, and that said Mauran Avenue, and the gore of
land north of said avenue, and west of the first aforesaid line,
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as laid down on said plat, shall always be kept open and unob-
structed by any buildings, and to be considered and forever
used as a common street, highway or avenue, and that said
corporation shall lay out and keep open a street or avenue, fifty
feet wide, through the premises, hereby conveyed as aforesaid,
at right angle with said Mauran Avenue, or as nearly so as may
be most convenient for the use of said lot and the lands north
and south of the same, which shall forever be kept open for
the use and accommodation of both of the parties to this deed,
and their assigns. And I, the said Mauran, do further convey
to the said corporation, the right of Avay for the rail-road
through any or all my lands, agreeably to the provisions of
their act of incorporation, situated on the east side of Seekonk
River; together with the right and privilege on the part of
said corporation, to take and quarry as many stone as they may
think proper, from any of my ledges in said Seekonk, for the
purpose of building wharves, Avails, and facing the flats, on the
premises aforesaid ; Avith the further right on the part of said
corporation of taking as much sand, gravel and earth, as they
may think proper, for the purpose of filling up said flats, and
building Avails and Avharves on the same ; and all these free of
any expense, except that in case the said corporation should
take stones from the ledge already opened by said Mauran, then
in that case the said corporation are to pay him the expenses
which he may have incurred in opening said ledge. And it is
expressly understood betAveen the parties to this deed, that
nothing herein contained shall hereafter be so construed as in
any manner to interfere Avith or control, either directly or indi-
rectly, the further operations and determinations of said corpora-
tion, as to the continuation, further location, or termination of
the rail-road aforesaid. To have, and to hold, the above grant-
ed premises and privileges, together Avitli all the appurtenances
to the same belonging, or in any Avise appertaining to them,
the said Boston and Providence Rail-road Corporation, their

successors and assigns forever, to their sole use, benefit, and

behoof forever.
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And I, Abby Mauran, wife of the said Joshua, for and in.
consideration of the sura of money paid as aforesaid to my said
husband, have and hereby do remise, release and forever quit
claim unto the said Boston and Providence Rail-road Corpora-
tion, their successors and assigns forever, all my right of dower,
or power of thirds in and to the premises aforesaid.

In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands and
seals, the twenty-fourth day of September, in the year of our
Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-four, (1834.)

JOSHUA MAURAN, L. S.
ABBY MAURAN. L. S.

Signed, sealed and delivered
in presence of

P. W. Mauran,
O. B. Mauran.

Providence, &c. City of Providence, Oct. 30, 1834.
Personally appeared Joshua Mauran, subscriber of the fore-

going instrument, and acknowledged the same to be his volun-
tary act and deed.

Before me.

A. BILLINGS, Justice of the Peace.

The above and foregoing is a true copy of the deed from
said J. Mauran to Boston and Providence Rail-road Corporation.

Signed, Witness, JOHN WILSON SMITH.


