
SENATE.... No. 134.

In Senate, March 10, 1866.

The Joint Special Committee on districting the Common-
wealth, who were instructed by an Order dated January 19,
“ to make a new apportionment ofrepresentatives to the several
counties for the ensuing ten years, agreeably to the provisions
of the constitution,” having considered the subject, submit the
following

REPORT:

The constitution provides that the apportionment of repre-
sentatives and senators shall be based upon the number of legal
voters in the several cities and towns, on the first day of May,
1865, ascertained by the decennial census.

The whole number of legal voters in the Commonwealth at
that time was 246,757, which number divided by 240, the num-
ber of members composing the House of Representatives, gives
1,028 as the number of legal voters to each representative.
Dividing the number of legal voters in each county by this
number, the quotient in each case will be the number of
representatives to which the county is entitled.

Proceeding on this basis we find the several counties entitled
to representatives as follows :
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COUNTIES. Legal Voters.
Kepresenta

Fractions.
tives.

Barnstable, with .... 8,334 8 110
Berkshire, with 10,668 10 286
Bristol, with 18,576 18 72
Dukes County, with .... 1,107 1 79
Essex, with 33,072 32 176
Franklin, with 7,215 7 19
Hampden, with 12,330 11 1,022
Hampshire, with .... 7,668 7 472
Middlesex, with 41,935 40 815
Nantucket, with .... 809 - 809
Norfolk, excluding Cohasset, with . 21,033 20 473
Plymouth, including Cohasset, with . 15,135 14 743
Suffolk, with 36,722 35 742
Worcester, with .... 31 387

Totals, 246,757 234 6,205

Giving 234 representatives and fractions amounting to 6,205,
or the number necessary for the other six representatives.
These the Committee have assigned severally to the six counties
having the largest fractions as shown above ; viz., one each to
the counties of Hampden, Middlesex, Nantucket, Plymouth,
Suffolk and Norfolk. This apportionment will give
To Barnstable, eight Representatives, 8

Berkshire, ten Representatives, . 10
Bristol, eighteen Representatives, 18
Dukes County, one Representative, 1
Essex, thirty-two Representatives, 32
Franklin, seven Representatives, 7
Hampden, twelve Representatives, 12
Hampshire, seven Representatives, 7
Middlesex, forty-one Representatives. 41
Nantucket, one Representative, 1
Norfolk, (excluding Cohasset,) twenty-one Representatives, . . 21
Plymouth, (including Cohasset,) fifteen Representatives, .

. 15
Suffolk, thirty-six Representatives, 3g
Worcester, thirty-one Representatives, 31

240
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The Committee recommend that the above apportionment be
established for the ensuing decade. For that purpose they
report tire accompanying Bill.

Per order of the Committee,

CHAS. ADAMS, Ja.
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AN ACT
To apportion Representatives to the Several Counties.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. The two hundred and forty members of
2 the house of representatives are hereby apportioned
3 to the several counties, agreeably to the provisions of
4 the constitution, until the next decennial census, as
5 follows:—

6 To the county of Barnstable, eight representatives.
7 To the county of Berkshire, ten representatives.
8 To the county of Bristol, eighteen representatives.
9 To the county of Dukes county, one representative.

10 To the county of Essex, thirty-two representatives.
11 To the county of Franklin, seven representatives.
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12 To the county of Hampden, twelve representatives.
13 To the county of Hampshire, seven representatives.
14 . To the county of Middlesex, forty-one representa-

-15 lives.
16 To the county of Nantucket, one representative.
17 To the county of Norfolk, excluding therefrom the
18 town of Cohasftct, twenty-one representatives.
19 To the county of Plymouth, including in addition
20 thereto the town of Cohasset, fifteen representatives.
21 To the county of Suffolk, thirty-six representatives.
22 To the,county of Worcester, thirty-one representa-
-23 tives.

1 Sect. 2. In case a new election is ordered during
2 the present political year, to fill any vacancy in the
3 house of representatives, said election shall be held
4 in the district which elected the representative whose
5 place is so vacant, notwithstanding anything in this
6 act.

1 Sect. 3. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




