
SENATE.... No. 147.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled.

The Joint Special Committee appointed at the last session ot
the general court, “to consider the expediency, after hear-
ing all persons and corporations interested, of requiring the
Stockbridge and Pittsfield Railroad Company and the West-
ern Railroad Corporation, to occupy one and the same pas-
senger house in Pittsfield, and report, by Bill or otherwise, to
the next general court,” have attended to the duty
assigned them, and submit the following

The Committee, after due notice to all persons and corpora-
tions known to be interested, mot the officers of the two railroad
corporations named in the Order, the selectmen of Pittsfield,
and sundry other citizens of that town at Pittsfield, on the
thirtieth day of October last; and, after viewing the premises,
heard the statements, suggestions and objections of all persons
present who wished to bo heard thereon. It was generally con-
ceded that the passenger accommodations at the stations in that
town were not such as the comfort and convenience of the largo
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and increasing amount of travel at that point had a right to
claim. The buildings were regarded by the managers of both
roads as temporary houses, to be replaced by more substantial
and commodious structures whenever a suitable and proper
arrangement could be made, and both expressed a willingness
by any reasonable expenditure of money to aid in accomplishing
the object contemplated in the Order. The tracks of the two
roads are in close proximity to each other from the West Street
crossing of the Western Railroad, extending southerly and run-
ning parallel for several hundred feet. But the passenger sta-
tions are some ten to twelve hundred feet apart, and so located
that the distance by carriage road from one to the other is
nearly half a mile. Passengers with baggage, or without, in
stormy weather, are obliged to take a carriage to be transferred
from one to the other. The number of persons to be accommo-
dated by a union of these stations is very considerable. It
embraces all the travel between the northern and southern por-
tions of Berkshire County passing through Pittsfield, and all
the travel to and from points on the Western Railroad east or
west of Pittsfield, or north of that town, which may have occa-
sion to pass up or down the Housatonic Valley, or may take
that route to or from the city of New York, or intermediate
points. The station might be so located as to he conveniently
accessible by all portions of the village through wide streets,
without any real or substantial injury to any other interests.
The present obstacle to such a desirable improvement is the
bridge over the Western Railroad at the West Street crossing.
This bridge is a wooden structure, built on an inclination to
correspond with the hill, and is not of sufficient height above
the track to permit a man to stand upon the cars when passing
under it, and is the only bridge upon the whole line of the road
which so seriously endangers human life. West Street from
North Street drops into a valley before it reaches the railroad
embankment and ascends by a steep grade to the bridge, and
thence with an ascending grade to the summit of Jubilee Hill,
so called, and thence falls into a valley behind the hill. The
bridge cannot be raised to a sufficient height without rendering
the hill too steep for the passage of teams and carriages except
with difficulty. Nor can the railway track be depressed without
great difficulty in moving the trains which arc divided and
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made up at that point, there being a depression already of
fourteen inches under that bridge. Jubilee Hill does not
extend far south of the street, and there would be no difficulty
in carrying West Street around the hill, and under all the rail-
road tracks upon nearly a level line, without materially length-
ening the distance of highway travel. By this change a very
bad hill would be avoided in highway travel, and a bridge,
which, the Committee cannot but regard as a dangerous one,
might be discontinued and removed.

The only persons who appeared to oppose this improvement
were certain real estate owners on North Street, near the
present depot of the Western Railroad, who feared that the
value of their estates might be injured by the removal of the
station from its present site. The antagonism of this interest
would undoubtedly be reconciled by the opening of a street
from North Street to the proposed site of the union depot on
the south-easterly side of the track of the Western Railroad.
This is a matter entirely within the jurisdiction of the munici-
pal government of that town; and does not call for any inter-
ference by the legislature. The fears of a few landed pro-
prietors of the depreciation in value of their estates by the
removal of the depot a few hundred feet, the Committee
regard as more imaginary than real ; and any injury so slight
ought not to stand in the way of so great a public improve-
ment. As the railroad corporations will be greatly benefited
by the change, they can well afford to bear a large part of the
expense.

Whatever objection might be made to the exercise on the
part of the legislature of the power which the passage of the
accompanying Bill implies, in a case where its exercise was
opposed by the corporations interested, the Committee do not
see that any can be urged when, as in this case, both said
corporations consent to its passage.

The views expressed in this Report are embodied in the
annexed Bill.

All which is respectfully submitted.

JACOB H. LOUD.
AVERY PLUMER.
ROBERT JOHNSON.
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In the Year One 'i'housand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
Six.

AN ACT
To unite the Passenger Stations of the Western Railroad

and the Stockbridge and Pittsfield Railroad Corpora-
tions in the town of Pittsfield, and to change the loca-
tion of West Street, in said town, for that purpose.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. The county commissioners of Berkshire
2 county are hereby authorized and directed, within one
3 year from the passage of this act, under their juris-
-4 diction over highways crossing railroads, after due
5 notice to all parties, as required by the statute, to
6 change the location of West Street, in the town of
7 Pittsfield, so that the same may pass under the tracks
8 of the Western Railroad and the Stockbridge and
9 Pittsfield Railroad corporations, commencing at a

10 point in the south line of said street and in the north
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11 line of land of James Buel or Jason Clapp, and run-
-12 ning thence in a south-westerly, westerly and north-
-13 westerly course by a circuitous line, passing under said
14 tracks, until it reaches the south line of said street at
15 some convenient point on the westerly declivity of
16 Jubilee Hill, so called; said alteration to be located
17 in the most suitable place for the convenience and
18 safety of the public travel, with reference also to the
19 cost of constructing the same.

1 Sect. 2. The expense of constructing said altera-
-2 tions and damages to land owners shall be paid by
3 said railroad corporations in the manner hereinafter
4 provided; and such damages shall, upon the applica-
-5 tion of either party, be estimated by the commissioners
6 in the manner provided in laying out highways.

1 Sect. 3. Said county commissioners are hereby
2 authorized and directed, on the completion of said
3 alterations, to discontinue said West Street where it
4 now crosses the location of said Western Railroad,
5 with the bridge at said crossing, and also so much
6 more of said street lying between the east and west
7 terminations of said alterations as may seem to them
8 desirable, the damages occasioned by such discontinu-
-9 ance to be estimated and paid in the manner provided

10 upon the discontinuance of highways.

1 Sect. 4. The land damages and expenses of the
2 alterations and discontinuance named in the foregoing
3 sections shall be paid by the said railroad corpora-
-4 tions in such proportions as may be determined, on
5 notice and hearing by said county commissioners,
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6 unless said corporations shall agree upon the propor-
-7 tion to be paid by each.

1 Sect. 5. Said railroad corporations are hereby
2 authorized and required to unite their passenger sta-
-3 tions, in the village of Pittsfield, in one passenger
4 house, convenient as to size and location for the
5 accommodation of the passenger traffic of both said
6 roads and of the Pittsfield and North Adams Rail-
-7 road; the same to be erected on the line of said
8 Western Railroad at the point where West Street
9 now crosses the Western Railroad; and said Western

10 Railroad Corporation is hereby authorized to take
11 such land outside of its present location as said cor-
-12 poration shall deem necessary for the erection of said
13 passenger house and proper approaches thereto, under
14 the provisions of the statutes authorizing railroad
15 corporations to take land for the construction of their
16 roads.

1 Sect. 6. Said passenger house shall be erected and
2 kept in repair at the sole expense of the Western
3 Railroad Corporation; but the expense of any addi-
-4 tional tracks required for approaching the same shall
5 be borne by the corporations respectively for whose
6 use they are constructed. Said passenger station shall
7 be subject to the control and regulation of the said
8 Western Railroad Corporation, and shall be occupied
9 jointly for the accommodation of the passenger traffic

10 of both said railroads; said Stockbridge and Pitts-
-11 field Railroad yielding and paying therefor a reason-
-12 able rent for such occupation, which, if not agreed
13 upon by the parties, shall be determined by arbitrators,
14 mutually agreed on by them.
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1 Sect. 7. The alterations and improvements re-
-2 quired by this act shall be constructed by said corpo-
-3 rations as soon as practicable after the same shall have
4 been ordered by said county commissioners, and com-
-5 pleted within three years from the passage of this act.

1 Sect. 8. This act shall take effect upon its
|2 passage.




