
SENATE.... No. 25T.

In Senate, May 2,1866.

The Committee on Railways and Canals, to whom was re-com-
mitted the Bill concerning the Connecticut River Railroad
Company, and the New Haven and Northampton Company,
having heard the parties interested, and further considered
the matter,

That formerly both companies occupied the same building as-
a passenger depot in Northampton, and that within a few years
past the New Haven and Northampton Company have erected a
substantial depot of its own, the location and convenience of
which appears to be satisfactory to the citizens of Northampton.
But the location, as well as the depot of the Connecticut River
Railroad, seems to be otherwise. The two depots, as at present
located, are about five hundred feet apart, the tracks of both
roads being placed between them. About midway between
these depot buildings, the tracks of the two roads come within
sixty feet of each other, forming a sort of a triangle, and it is
at this point, between the two tracks, where the Connecticut
River Railroad proposes to erect a suitable passenger depot,
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with covered platforms extending to both tracks, and also to a
street upon which one end of the depot will abut.

It was shown before the Committee that a large portion of
the citizens of Northampton desire the new depot, proposed to
be erected, to be located on the westerly side of the track of
the New Haven and Northampton Company. This was the
only point in issue before the Committee, and the only question
really discussed. The gentlemen representing a portion of the
citizens of Northampton urged that the proposed depot, if
located between the tracks would be less convenient and more
dangerous than if located on the westerly side of all the tracks,
where they desired it; while the president of the Connecticut
River Railroad and several citizens of Northampton, and also
the superintendents of several prominent railroad corporations,
claimed directly to the contrary, urging that there would be
greater danger and more inconvenience by compelling all the
passengers to cross, with their baggage, the track or tracks of
the New Haven and Northampton Company, in going to and
from the cars of the Connecticut River Railroad Company.

Passenger depots are erected in other places on locations
similar to the one asked for by the Northampton people, and so
far as your Committee have knowledge on the subject they
have given general satisfaction; and in no place where a depot
is located according to the plans proposed by the Connecticut
River Railroad Company, has any dissatisfaction been expressed
by the people using the same.

If a union passenger depot was to be erected at Northamp-
ton, your Committee would recommend that it be located
betiveen the two roads, and at the place where the Connecticut
River Railroad Company now desire to locate its depot. But
in the opinion of your Committee, inasmuch as the New Haven
and Northampton Company have recently and at large expense
built a commodious and substantial depot for its own business,
it would be unjust to compel them to incur further expense at
this time for the construction of a depot. Indeed, the proposi-
tion of a joint depot was not urged or suggested even by the
committee of the citizens of Northampton.

Feeling that the safety and convenience of the public will be
as well subserved by locating the proposed depot of the Con-
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necticut River Railroad at Northampton, between the tracks of
the two railroads, as if the location was fixed on the westerly
side of the New Haven and Northampton Railroad; and
believing that the Bill recommended by the special com-
mittee appointed by the last general court to consider this sub-
ject, permits the proposed depot to be thus located, your Com-
mittee respectfully report back the same, and recommend that
it be passed.

For the Committee,

H. ALEXANDER, Jr.
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AN ACT
Concerning the Connecticut River Railroad Company

and the New Haven and Northampton Company.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and hy the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1, The Connecticut River Railroad Com-
-2 pany and the New Haven and Northampton Com-
-3 pany are hereby authorized and required to accom-
-4 modate their passenger traffic at the village of
5 Northampton, either in one station house convenient
6 as to size and location for the business of .both roads,
7 or in two houses adjacent to each other, and con-
-8 nected by covered platforms, and adapted to the
9 wants of the respective corporations, and so far

10 removed from Main Street that standing trains shall
11 not obstruct public travel on said street; and said
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
Six.
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12 corporations are hereby authorized to take such land,
13 outside of their existing locations, as they may mutu-
-14 ally deem necessary for said passenger accommoda-
-15 tions, under the provisions of the statutes authorizing
16 railroad corporations to take land for the construction
17 of their roads.

1 Sect. 2. In case said corporations shall elect to
2 occupy a union passenger house, the same shall be
3 erected and kept in repair at the sole expense of the
4 Connecticut River Railroad Company ; but the
5 expense of any additional tracks required for
6 approaching the same shall be borne by the corpora-
-7 tions respectively for whose use they are constructed ;

8 and said passenger station shall be subject to the
9 control and regulation of the. said Connecticut River

10 Railroad Company, said New Haven and Northamp-
-11 ton Company yielding and paying for such occupation
12 a reasonable rent, which, if not agreed upon by the
13 parties, shall be determined by arbitrators mutually
14 chosen by them: provided , the New Haven and
15 Northampton Company shall have suitable tracks
16 for their business under their own control, but there
17 shall be no track westerly of the building; and pro-
-18 vided, further, that in case the two corporations
19 occupy adjoining buildings, there shall be no track
20 westerly of the building occupied by the New Haven
21 and Northampton Company.

1 Sect. 3. The alterations and improvements re-
-2 quircd by tins act shall be commenced within three
3 months and completed within eighteen months from
4 the passage of this act; and in case of any unreason-
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5 able neglect or refusal on the part of said corpora-
-6 tions, or either of them, to carry out the provisions
7 of this act, it shall be competent for the supreme
8 judicial court, upon the application of the town of
9 Northampton, to enforce the same by injunction or

10 other suitable mandatory process.

1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect from its
2 passage.


