
HOUSE.... No. 173.

House of Representatives, March 18, 1862.

The Committee on the Militia, to whom was referred so
much of the Governor’s Address as relates to the militia, the
Order of January 9th, instructing them to consider the expe-
diency of organizing and arming a portion of the enrolled
militia for the purpose of drill, the Order of January 17th, in-
structing them to consider the expediency of so amending the
present militia law as to require all the enrolled militia to per-
form military duty, and the Order of January 29th, instructing
them to consider the expediency of providing by law that the
enrolled militia of the State shall be drilled once a month,
under competent instructors or officers, have given the various
subjects therein named a careful consideration. Early in the
session, they addressed letters to all the general and field
officers and the commanders ofall the companies in the State—-
asking their views respecting the best method of carrying out
the suggestions of the governor, in his address to the legis-
lature, in relation to increasing the number of our volunteer
militia to twenty-five thousand. Many of those officers re-
sponded by letter, and others attended the public hearings and
addressed your Committee on said subjects. Their views were
so various and so widely different that complication rather than
harmony of opinion was apparent.
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Your Committee were very desirous of submitting to the
legislature a system, which, if adopted, might re-organize and
permanently establish our volunteer militia on a basis similar
in most respects to that of the regular army; and for that
purpose were proceeding to draft a bill, when they ascertained
that a proposition was pending in congress for the organization
of a national volunteer militia of two hundred and forty
thousand, officers and men, to be furnished by the several
States, on the basis of representation, and thus requiring from
Massachusetts twelve or thirteen thousand, officers and men,
all of whom were to be armed, equipped, uniformed and disci-
plined, and for specific duties, paid by the United States.

Your Committee were informed by a communication (through
the Quartermaster-General} from the Chairman of the Com-
mittee of the Militia on the part of the United States Senate

j

that said proposition would be acted upon in a short time, and
they believed that at or before the close of the war it would
probably become a law. They therefore deemed it expedient
to delay their report until the present time, hoping that Con-
gress might by said law require the Massachusetts portion of
such National Volunteer Militia, while in the State, to aid our
civil authorities in preserving and enforcing the laws, and thus
supersede the necessity of organizing, arming, equipping, uni-
forming, disciplining and paying so large a Stateforce as would
otherwise be required. It seemed certain that, if two volunteer
organizations were here to exist, our State organization should
receive as liberal encouragement as its competitor, lest it might
become inferior in rank and less likely to attract into its ranks
our best citizen soldiers.

To re-organize and largely increase our Volunteer force at
this session of the legislature, involving the State in an enor-
mous outlay, while there is more than a probability that in a
year or two, at most, the same must again be re-organized and
made to conform as nearly as may be to such National Volun-
teer force, seemed to your Committee, at least, a very doubtful
policy. They therefore have concluded to recommend, at pres-
ent, but few alterations of our existing laws; and in doing so
they have endeavored, so far as practicable, to conform ours to
the laws of the United States, governing the Volunteer Militia.
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Trusting that this result of their deliberations may meet with
the approbation of the legislature, your Committee are unani-
mous in reporting the accompanying Bill.

J. W. THOMPSON.
HENRY SMITH.
R. I. BURBANK.
JAMES BROWN.
HAPGOOD WRIGHT.
GEO. CURTIS.
JOHN H. DIKE.
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Two.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and hy the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. The number of companies of the volun-
-2 teer militia of this Commonwealth shall not exceed
3 two hundred and fifty, and the maximum number
4 of commissioned officers, non-commissioned officers,
5 musicians, farriers, artificers, wagoners and privates
6 thereof shall be the same as that now or hereafter
7 established by the war department or the congress of
8 the United States for the different arms of the volun-
-9 teer service, to which such companies now or liere-

-10 after shall, respectively, belong.
11 No new company shall be organized, if thereby
12 the whole force will exceed twenty-five thousand
13 officers and men.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
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AN ACT
In relation to the Volunteer Militia.
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1 Sect. 2. No election of officers shall be ordered
2 in any company hereafter raised, unless at least
3 seventy-five members have been enlisted therein.

1 Sect. 3. The commissioned and non-commis-
-2 sioned officers shall be furnished with such books of
3 instruction in tactics and army regulations as the
4 commander-in-chief shall deem expedient, which
5 books shall continue to be the property of the
6 Commonwealth, and shall be carefully kept and
7 delivered by such commissioned and non-commis-
-8 sioned officers to their successors.

1 Sect. 4. The commander of every regiment, bat-
-2 talion and detached company may, annually, order
3 out the commissioned and non-commissioned officers
4 under his command for elementary drill, three sep-
-5 arate days instead of two, between the middle of
6 May and the middle of July, as now provided in the
7 ninety-ninth section of the thirteenth chapter of the
8 General Statutes.

1 Sect. 5. Between the first and fifteenth days of
2 May, annually, the commander of every regiment,
3 battalion, and detached company, shall order out
4 each company of his command for inspection, drill,
5 and discipline, one day; on which day each company
6 aforesaid shall be thoroughly inspected by such com-
-7 mander, or some field or staff officer of his command,
Bby him detailed for such duty; which inspecting
9 officer shall, within ten days after such inspection,
10 make, through the proper officers, a full and particu-
-11 lar report thereof to the adjutant-general. The com-
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12 mander of every such company shall, within said ten
13 days, prepare a correct, alphabetical pay-roll of his
14 company, containing the names of the members
15 thereof who appeared armed, uniformed, and equip-
-16 ped, and performed the duties required on said days;
17 and he shall, through the proper officers, transmit
18 the same, certified under his oath to be correct and
19 true, to the adjutant-general. And for such duty the
20 same compensation shall be allowed and paid as for
21 a day’s duty in camp, as provided in said thirteenth
22 chapter. Any commanding officer of a company
23 who neglects to make out and transmit the pay-roll
24 of his company, as aforesaid, shall forfeit twenty-five
25 dollars, and for making out and transmitting a false
26 pay-roll he shall forfeit one hundred dollars, to be
27 prosecuted for by the officer to whom the return
28 should be made.

1 Sect. 6. Each encampment, except as hereinafter
2 provided, shall last six days instead of three, as now
3 provided in the one hundred and second section of
4 said thirteenth chapter.

1 Sect. 7. Instead of the camp duty aforesaid, the
2 commander-in-chief may, annually, order out said
3 volunteer militia, or any part thereof, for inspection,
4 drill and discipline, not exceeding six days, and he
5 may prescribe the duties, pay-rolls and returns
6 thereof.

1 Sect. 8. Nothing herein contained shall limit the
2 number or affect the rank of officers in the two corps
3 of cadets, attached to the first and second divisions.
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1 Sect. 9. His excellency the governor, by and
2 with the advice and consent of the council, is hereby
3 authorized, after advertising for proposals therefor,
4 to enter into contracts on behalf of this Common-
-5 wealth for the manufacture, as soon as may be, of a
6 sufficient number of tents to accommodate in the field
7 six thousand of said volunteer militia.

1 Sect. 10. All elective officers who hereafter shall
2 be commissioned shall hold their offices for the term

3 of five years from the date of their commissions
4 respectively, and no longer; and all elective officers
5 who heretofore have been commissioned shall hold
6 their offices for the term of five years from the pas-
-7 sage of this act, and no longer. But nothing herein
8 contained .shall be so construed as to continue in office
9 any company officer except those provided for in the

10 first section of this act, nor to render any officer at
11 the expiration of his commission ineligible to a new
12 election.

1 Sect. 11. The eighty-fifth section of said thir-
-2 teenth chapter, the forty-ninth and one hundred and
3 forty-third chapters, and the eighteenth section of the
4 two hundred and nineteenth chapter of the acts of
5 the year one thousand eight hundred and sixty-one,
6 and all other acts and parts of acts inconsistent with
7 the provisions of this act, are hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 12. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.




