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Boston, January 3,1862.
Rev. William R. Alger.
Dear Sir; Agreeably to the Order of the House of Representatives, this
day
passed, I have great pleasure in communicating to you the thanks of the
House, for
the able and eloquent discourse delivered by you, on the Ist inst., before the Executive and Legislative Departments of the Government, and to
respectfully request
a copy of the same for the press.

With sentiments of highest regard, I am, very truly, yours, &c.,
CHARLES C. SEWALL,
For the Committee.

Boston, January 6th, 1862.
Hon. Charles C. Sewall, Chairman

of Committee,

Deak Sir:—Gratefully acknowledging the
compliment paid me by the Massachusetts House of Representatives, and the kind terms in which
your note conveys
it, I herewith, in accordance with your request, submit a
copy of my discourse for
the press. I have only to add that several passages of the
discourse, which, when it
was pronounced, were
omitted, on account of its length and the lateness of the hour,
are retained in it now.

Very respectfully, yours,

WILLIAM R. ALGER.

Relation of Rational firlue to Italional dkg,
Proverbs, xiv. 34.
RIGHTEOUSNESS EXALTETH

Were

A NATION, BUT SIN IS A REPROACH TO ANY PEOPLE.

capable of only one mode or degree
of action in each power of his nature and relation
to his environment, he would no longer be moral
man but an irresponsible creature, his life a simple
uniformity of mechanical habits. He would be
incapacitated for blame or praise, remorse or complacency, aspiration or loathing. But as he is made
capable of numerous kinds and degrees of activity
in every faculty, endowed with a discriminating
perception of the different directions of behavior
and ranks of motives, accompanied with a feeling
of approval or condemnation accordingly as he
chooses the higher or the lower of proffered alternatives—a sense of free-will is born in him and
the brilliant phenomena of morality break into conman

sciousness.

If a machine works in accordance with
the design of its maker, moving smoothly and
turning out the desired products, all is well : but

if by some perversion its operation does violence
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to its arrangements, a jarring, an alarming wear
and tear, and finally a fatal impediment or crash,
result. When the action of man is adjusted to his
nature and conditions, the design of his Creator

in

him is fulfilled in harmony, and the result is joy
and content but when his action, in manner or
degree, is different from the intention stamped in
his structure, wretchedness ensues as a discordant
friction, and the natural crash comes in expedited
death. The truths of morality are the commands
of the Creator impressed on our mental organ;

ization, the rules for a blessed existence. The sentiments of morality, or the feelings of worthiness
and shame, reverence and scorn, admiration and
contempt, are divine indexes to those commands,
reflex tests affixed to them, furnishing motives for

their observance. Such is a brief hint at the conscious mechanism whereby we are prepared to fulfil
our destiny as moral beings.
The final end of an oak or a sparrow is to furnish
a perfect specimen after the type of its kind. A
sunflower, a lion, fulfils the end of its being, when
it is a perfect sunflower, a perfect lion. So the
total business of a man is to be a perfect man,
consummating the drift of nature in his production;
in other words, carrying into full realization the
purposes of God indicated in the scheme of his
faculties. But the power of various choice inherent
in man, the startling phenomenon of freedom, in-
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troduces into the problem of his destiny a portentous factor, unknown in the vegetable or brute
kingdom, bringing him into subjection to the law of
duty, opening to him the horrors of sin, pouring
on him the splendors of virtue. It is the peculiar
office and obligation of man as a moral being, out
of all the varieties of action possible to him, to
select those most truly fitted to his nature and
situation, most accurately attuned to the courses
of the world and the pitch of his soul that is,
loyally to do what is right and refrain from what
is wrong; cleaving to the best, shrinking from
the worse. The destiny of a creature without choice
is the simple and immediate fruition of the functions
of its nature. The destiny of man is the overseen
and harmonized fruition of the functions of his nature
in their proper order of rank, each in its due place
and degree, the mystic multitude of propensities consciously governed by moral intelligence, every thing
below obeying every thing above.
In every faculty of man is implanted a natural
tendency or craving to perform its designated functions. Whenever the conditions meet, this tendency
must pass into fruition, unless restrained by some
extrinsic force. But each primitive instinct seeking
its own gratification seeks it exclusively, oblivious of
every thing beyond. For instance, hunger cares for
nothing save the appeasal of its own appetite and
thirst strives only after the pleasure of quenching
;

;
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itself. Thus deeply placed in the primordial forces
of human nature are the vital germs of human
selfishness. There are, however, compounded of the
earlier simple propensities of our nature, certain
secondary and complex faculties of reflective experience, discriminating comparison, prospective prudence,
and directive sovereignty, whose office it is to keep
the primitive instincts within their appropriate limits,
to secure due subordination and co-operative harmony among the greedy throng, allowing none to
shirk its task or to usurp upon another, justly
ordering the manifold agents of the human economy
both in their separate work and in their mutual
interplay. This internal ranking and rule of the
primary tendencies of man is the province of personal
morals.

Were there but one man on earth his ideal
perfection would be the complete fruition of every
wish of his being, with the sole reservation that all
be gratified in their normal order of precedence, in
such a way as to secure total harmony, suffering no

confusion in the native hierarchy of his faculties.
To secure this interior order would be his only moral
duty; the rest would be left to pure spontaneity.
That spontaneity would be an index of right, because
expressing the will of his Creator written in his
constitution. As God made him with lungs ordained
to breathe tire air, he would have an unquestionable
right to breathe the air. As God made his life
dependent on eating of the fruits of the earth, he
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would have an indefeasible right to eat of the fruits
of the earth. And so on of all the other adaptations
of his being.
But in place of one man, given a thousand millions
of men, and a new feature of the gravest importance,
charged indeed with some revolutionary consequences,
is introduced. The problem is complicated by the
addition of fresh factors, and at the same time its
scale is immensely magnified. Let us trace the
results. The first axiom of morality is that God
in the fact of creating man gives him a right to
the free exercise of his faculties. The purpose for
which he is made cannot be any thing else than the
fruition of the functions of his nature each in its proper
gradation. Set now this individual amidst a world
of individuals like himself, and behold what limitations of his rights, what enlargements of his duties
follow. By virtue of their common nature and
destiny, every man being the equivalent of his fellow,
they must have the same rights. But grant to all
men absolute freedom to gratify their natural desires,
and they would inevitably come into conflict in a
hundred directions, the discord ever heightening in
complication and fury till it culminated in their
annihilation. The necessity of the case, then, projects
around that sphere of personal morals whose fundamental affirmation is, Every man has a right to
the free use of the powers of his nature, the vaster
sphere of political morals whose first principle is,
2
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The right of every man to the fruition of his faculties
stops at that point where it would interfere with

the similar right of others. The aim of personal
morals is by private inspection of the varieties of
conduct possible to the individual to choose the best.
The aim of political morals is to group and give
efficacy to the obligations resulting from the relations
between one man and all men.
The primary selfish impulses of men are so much
more energetic and constant than their secondary
generous impulses,—the power of instinctive desire
so much more fierce and invariable, than the regulative estimate of conscience, that were there only
these two to counterpoise each other and keep human
nature in the happy grooves of right, the balance
would quickly be lost and human life become a
bloody scramble. This exigency is provided for and
this catastrophe averted by means of a great faculty
of wonderful beauty and power, intermediate between
the unmitigated selfishness of the personal instincts
on the one hand, and the cold insufficiency of the
intellectual perceptions on the other,—the central
faculty of sympathy, which serves as the broad and
vital basis of public morality. By means of sympathy the breast of one man becomes a mirror in which
all men are livingly revealed. By sympathy we slip
in and out of each others’ souls and adjust ourselves to each other. The emotional recognition
by one man of all men in himself and of himself
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in all men, forces on him the feeling that they all
have the same rights and duties. He must acknowledge, since these are the same sort of beings as

himself, standing in the same relations to the same
objects and ends, that they have the same claims on
him that he has on them if their freedom to gratify
their desires ought to cease where it would interfere
with an equal freedom on his part, then should he
never push any natural prerogative of his beyond
the terminus where it would transgress the corresponding prerogative in them. This is clearly the
course of action which ought always to be followed.
But so aggravated are the temptations that goad or
allure men to violate this law of duty, that in all
;

ages it has been found necessary to reinforce the
sympathetic sovereignty of conscience by artificial
penalties; to supplement the interior sway of authoritative principles with a correspondent exterior show
of commands backed up by a power to enforce them.
This supplementary reinforcement consists of the
collective and impersonated authority of government,
which expresses itself in the art of legislation,
taking the science of public morals as its basis and
forming the constitution of the state for its organ.
Conscience, throned in the breast, points out the
requirements of private duty, and enforces them with
bestowals of complacency and remorse. Through the
operation of sympathy the same discrete grades of
motives first perceived within, with their ascending
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and descending degrees of authority, are afterwards
reflected without, over the social world. Then law,

the conscience of the body politic, points out the
requirements of public duty, and enforces them by
the imperative sanctions of reward and punishment.
This view of the origin and function of compulsory
government may be made clearer. The personal
desires out of which the manifestations of selfishness
spring, being indispensable to life, and acting with
simple directness, are more constant and vehement
in their influence than the compound faculties of
sympathy and reflection out of which the impulses
and restraints of morality spring, which are secondary and indirect in their action. Therefore, in the
spontaneous order of things, the individual will seek
his own good without any concern for the good of
the whole, and in case of a conflict will deliberately
sacrifice the latter. But, regarded from a superior
point of view, it is obvious that the good of the
individual is incidental and subordinate to the good
of the whole. Individuals themselves perceive this
as soon as intellect and sympathy are sufficiently
advanced to free them from the blinding tyranny of
selfishness, and enable them to take a disinterested
survey of the human landscape. They perceive that
unless the freedom of each to exercise his faculties
be limited by the similar freedom of all, there will
be incessant encroachments and conflicts, the weak
will become the victims of the strong, turbulence
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and ruin will prevail. But at tire same time they
also find that the individual, if left to his own
action, will frequently, under the intense solicitations
of his meaner propensities, trample down the commands of conscience, break the law of equal rights,
take advantage of his weaker neighbor and prey on
the general good. To meet this emergency they
combine, in accordance with the gregarious instincts
of their nature, give oracular voice to their ideas
of common right and duty in penal enactments, and
clothe society, as represented in the ruler, with power
to compel every citizen to observe the limits thus
laid down. In so doing they are inspired by an
instinctive reverence for persons seen to obey the
highest motives and embody the grandest traits, an
instinctive detestation of persons seen to yield to
base motives and embody contemptible qualities.
Compulsory government, then, is an organized system
of checks imposed by all on the selfishness of eachBom out of reverence for the higher forms of character
and conduct, and indignation against the meaner forms,
it is the natural device of a sympathetic society to
secure the rights of the whole against the invasion
of the refractory parts. The State, therefore, so far
from being a compact by which the individual voluntarily surrenders his natural rights for the public
benefit, is a creation by which the whole guard their
natural rights, already limited by the necessities of
their lot, from being still further limited through the
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aggressions of the individual. In the present condition of mankind, were it not for the State, every
individual instead of being free, would be at the
mercy of the stronger the unprincipled man would
encroach on the rights of his neighbors to the extent
of his greed and power. The true idea of a State
accordingly, is organized justice.
The State, therefore, is not an end but an instrument. The real object sought through it is not
government but liberty, the liberty of each individual
to exercise his faculties with no other limit or restraint than those arising from the necessities of the
common welfare. Government is a means, the end is
the perfection of mankind. But in what does the
perfection of mankind consist 1 The perfect fruition
of the functions of their being in correct proportion
and order. The ideal of a perfect community is one
in which the most diversified and unhampered individuality co-exists with the most varied and intimate
union of the people unchecked originality in the
parts and full harmony in the whole: the citizens so
attuned to the true conditions of society, that they
lead lives of complete obedience and satisfaction while
leading lives of absolute freedom and spontaneity.
Then the universality of social harmony absorbs the
compulsory functions of the State, and the mediating
office of civil government ceases in the fulfilling
fruitions of liberty. Here is an explanation of the
truth so perverted in the democratic aphorism,
;

;
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That is the best government which governs least.”
Not exactly so. But that people are the best who
have the least need of government. That government
is best which best performs the functions of a government, securing the rights of all against the attacks
of any, and, in the meantime, most effectually teaching
the people self-government. The tendency of government in the most enlightened countries plainly is,
more and more to lessen the directions of its activity
and contract its sphere of power. The most advanced
thinkers in morals and political economy, such men
as Montesquieu, William Humboldt, John Stuart
Mill, Alexis de Tocqueville, and Herbert Spencer
—men of consummate elevation of principle and
ripeness of thought—have repeatedly demonstrated
that this is its duty. By and by government will
cease to intermeddle with what does not concern
government, and strictly confine itself to its proper
office of insuring the rights of its subjects, that is,
maintaining justice. What is the process of preparation through which we are passing towards this
described emancipation and perfection 1 It is the
moral training administered by the principles of
conscience in conjunction with the judicial apparatus
of society.
The laws of right are the lines of the will of God,
defining the conditions of human happiness and concord—happiness for each and concord for all. These
must be obeyed in some way, or there can be no gen“
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eral and permanent welfare.

The narrower the realm

of spontaneous obedience is, the wider the realm of
compulsory obedience must be. The desideratum is

the progressive supersedure of compulsory obedience
by spontaneous obedience, society outgrowing police
agencies and other governmental complications, as a
developing animal in reaching its ultimate type sheds
its provisional organs by the way. For the attainment
of this desideratum, there are three sets of forces now
in operation. First, the authoritative principles and
sentiments of conscience, dispensing the luxuries of
self-approval, inflicting the agonies of remorse, as we
obey or infringe our perceptions of right. This is a
sacred influence, often thwarted and spurned indeed,
but steadily tending to strengthen every form of virtue.
Secondly, the system of legislation whose ramifications
penetrate society, rewarding conspicuous benefits with
official honors and emoluments, visiting injuries wT itli
appropriate disabilities and pains. This is an open
influence of hope and fear, calculated to neutralize
the inclinations to vice, emphasize and confirm the
motives to purity and rectitude. Thirdly, the mighty
code of public opinion, saturating the heart and the
world with its persuasive presence, holding up, with
whatever failures and perversions, the ostensible standard of right and the public good, distributing the burning incentives of glory and disgrace. This is a continual influence properly working with the whole
power of ambition and its associates to make men
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voluntarily observe the requisitions of the moral law,
since it is such observance alone, real or pretended,
that can win social praise. All three of these agencies—private conscience, the penal code, and public
opinion—need to be purified, elevated, cleared from
obscurities, made more direct, coherent and complete,
in order to discharge their office with full efficacy.
Especially ought the spurious substitutes for them to
be stripped of their disguises and exposed. For so loyal
is humanity, at the core, to that rule of justice on which
the universal well-being is conditioned, that men are
unable to honor any thing which does not at least wear
the appearance of service to the moral law, conformity
to the good of the whole; unable to blame any thing
which does not at least wear the appearance of violating that law, being at variance with that good. The
coward, the liar, the traitor, the libeller, must succeed
in putting on some dress of courage, truthfulness,
fealty, magnanimity, before they can be admired. The
essence of sin and crime in all their diversity of forms,
is the insurrection of selfishness, the disorderly subjection of a nobler motive to a baser one; the desire
of the individual trenching on the right of the whole.
The great art or trick by which this ignominious
family of vice manage to pass current, is by disguising
themselves in the garb of virtues. No one thing
would go further to cleanse the earth and lift mankind to its destined perfection than a penetrative
perception on all sides discerning the hideous brood
3
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of wrong under their cunning concealments, tearing off
their false robes and names, and exhibiting them in
their native ugliness to the universal hate and disgust
instinctively aroused against them.
In order to disperse these sophistries, and reveal the
opposed qualities of character and conduct in their
real features and grades, it is necessary to explain the
true standard for the measurement of moral obligations, and show how our animating impulses are ever
running up and down the scale, from top to bottom,
in swift interchanges of shape and guise; now sinking
to that principle of selfish cupidity whose exclusive
aim is the gratification of one, now soaring to that
principle of disinterested benevolence whose inclusive
purpose is the good of all. The essence of conscience
is the recognition of different ranks in the motives of
conduct, with a feeling of their relative authority. To
obey all in their just order, without conflict, is to
realize perfect morality. To obey a lower in opposition to a higher, is sin, involves guilt. To obey a
higher in opposition to a lower, is virtue, involves
merit. Now the temporary good of one may sometimes be secured by the subversion of right; but the
permanent good of all can be won only by the invariable enthronement of the superior motive over the
inferior. Accordingly, in the perfect structure of our
nature and of society, public disapprobation, scorn, is
felt for him who makes the interest of humanity subordinate to that of self. On the other hand when the
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individual, in conformity to the universal weal, denies
his natural craving, we spontaneously respect and
admire him. Love and praise are the reward for his

self-sacrifice.
Infamy and glory, then, are the returns secured to
the individual by the reaction of the moral organism
of the world on his indulgence of himself at a cost to
others, his service of others at a cost to himself. But
there is nothing —save his primitive instincts —so
strong in social man as the dread of infamy and the
desire for glory. Thus he is intensely tempted to
compass his selfish ends, but to do it in such indirect
methods and imposing disguises that he may at the
same time avoid the bitterness of self-denial, yet pluck
the prize of glory, secure the sweetness of self-indulgence, yet escape the load of common obloquy. Hence
originate all forms of hypocrisy, all the vices and
corruptions of the political world. And so it happens
that mean qualities often assume the sovereign looks
and signs foreign to their degraded rank, dart up from
their proper position in the ethical scale to usurp the
higher stations of noble qualities whose air and speech
they simulate, and on whom they force their own
repudiated physiognomy and wardrobe. Let us trace
the process of this a little more closely in detail.
On the scale of obligation graduated to the serial
rank of our duties, the highest pitch of certitude and
authority, from which there is no appeal, is the will of
the Creator, or the organic truth of things. This is
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the absolute right, which all moral beings are bound to
obey. The will of God, the inherent truth, the law
of the whole, the plan of the universe, this is the
underived and everlasting rule for free intelligences to
govern themselves by, this the divine standard of
character and conduct, the infallible criterion of virtue.
If we are able in any given instance to perceive what
this requires of us, there can be no further question.
Since an infinite God must be perfect, and every thing
that he does perfect, so far as not interfered with, conformity to his design as expressed in his works must
be the way to secure the integral good of his creatures.
No error has been more obstinate or more productive of discord, than the notion that the normal
arrangement and workings of nature are wrong or
defective, and that the wit of man must rectify and supplement them. Government, legislation, philosophy,
have ever been presumptuous tinkerers of the constitution of the world, tamperers with the laws of human
nature, by crude theories and wilful codes interfering
with the spontaneous order of evolution lopping off
here, piecing out there, and introducing a thousand
jarring perplexities and contradictions. The wisest
men have slowly come to see that the meddlesomeness
of speculative statesmanship, with its arbitrary devices,
is a foe to the progress of the people towards their
destined unity of interests and perfect welfare. The
natural sets of stimuli, checks and balances intrinsically belonging to the evolution of the social destinies
;
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of mankind, if let alone, permitted full development
and a free operation, would insure a beneficent harmony of interests, a glorious system of material and
sympathetic circulations over all countries, as perfect
as that of the oceanic currents and the trade winds.
The great office of the leaders in thought and government is not to elaborate and try artificial schemes, but
to see the truth, follow nature, trace the intended
methods of God by means of the indications thus far
elucidated or hinted in science and history. The most
efficacious benefaction which preacher, politician, sage
or saint, can render, is to discover some unrecognized
clause of the law of society, as laid down in the divine
ordination of man and the world, and then conform to
that, enact that, get that universally obeyed. This is
the highest reach of duty, clear sovereign over all the
grades below. In the long run, on the largest scale,
obedience to this includes obedience to all inferior
obligations, and insures the attainment of the respective good of each.
When with regard to any proposed courses of
action the abstractness or complication of the question
is such that we are unable to answer it by reference to
the highest terra of right, the will of God, we may fall
upon the next lower term in the scale, and ask what
is best fitted to enhance the welfare of mankind. In
some relations it may be easier to discern what methods of action are calculated to subserve the interests of
humanity, than to decide directly what the will of God
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is. We may then aid ourselves to the discovery we
seek, by means of the concrete rule of the highest expediency, confident that that is the reverse of the medal
whose obverse is the absolute right. That is to say,
when the will of God baffles our direct perusal we
may try to trace it by the intermediate clew of universal interest, since the fruition of this interest is the
immediate product of obedience to that will. When
the most abstruse factor in the problem of duty is
unknown a skilful treatment of the simpler, known
factors may elicit the secret element and establish the
correct solution. Taking utility as an index to the
right rule for our conduct, it will be obvious, is a
very different thing from using it as a direct test or
measure of conduct. But this, at the best, is a very
delicate and dangerous apparatus to manipulate. The
difficulties attendant on our ignorance, and the disturbances originating in our selfishness, tend to pervert the process and vitiate the result. Nevertheless
there are instances in which it is our only resource,
and if we are but honest and careful, we stand justified,
under our moral limitations, even should we make
mistakes.
The next lower level on the scale of obligations, at
which our inquiring gaze should pause, is the good of
the nation. The authority of his country must in the
estimation of a good citizen, as a general rule, take
precedence of any claims of sect, party, or community,
because it is the sacred impersonation of all these and
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more. The nation gathers in one lovely and venerable form, the treasures, hopes, fears, destinies, of a

people; and by their glorified unity, gives them new
significance and a heightened sanction. In those dread
crises when she needs such a sacrifice, it is the acknowledged duty of the patriot to die for his country. The
honorable man, therefore, holds his life, with all its
temporal privileges, in fealty to his country always
willingly devoting any selfish interest to her service,
never knowingly doing any thing to her injury.
Sinking still another degree on that standard by
which his duties are measured, the individual comes
under obligations to the special community to which
he belongs, lie is protected by that community in
the enjoyment of many of his rights, indebted to it
for the countless comforts and privileges of social life.
In return, he is bound to refrain from trespassing on
its common prerogatives by any private indulgence, to
hold its honor sacred, revere its rightful will, contribute his proportion to the supply of its wants,
regarding its collective authority and welfare as much
above his own cravings as its corporate existence is
greater and more lasting than his personal existence.
Lastly, we come, at the bottom of the scale, to the
mere good of the individual. Every man has a right
to gratify his faculties so far as he does not contravene
or limit the same gratification on the part of others.
Nay, more, since God made him for the fruition of his
constitutional functions, he is properly obligated to
;
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seek that end for himself, so be he seek it in methods
and degrees accordant with the universal order, under

conditions conformable to the fruition of all. Before
grasping, in a tempting mode, at a coveted result, he
should ask, Will this be in violation of any law or
end superior to my self-gratification 1 If so, he ought
to refuse to do it. On the other hand, should he find
that the motive and manner of any special act might
safely be generalized into a universal rule of conduct,
then its performance is morally right.
This is perfect morality, according to the theory of
its pure science. Of course in carrying it into
practice, in this world of imperfections, frictions and
conflicts, there must occur a thousand limitations and
exceptions. But science deals with ideal truth in its
unobstructed perfection; it is art that takes cognizance
of hindering conditions and compromising adaptations.
The true succession of authority, then, on the scale
of moral obligations, is first, the law of absolute right
second, the interest of mankind; third, the interest of
the nation; fourth, the interest of the community;
last, the interest of the individual. Unhappily, in
practice, this order of grades is too often precisely
reversed, the individual caring most of all for his own
pleasure, not so much for the prosperity of the community about him, still less for the honor of his
country, even less than that for the happiness of the
world, and least of all for the creative and overruling
will of God. Now the lower we drop on the scale, to
;
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take the standard for our conduct, the larger is the
probability of a corrupt adjudication, leading to fatal
troubles; because, as we descend, the selfish propensities grow thicker and fiercer and because the interests
of a person are so much more capable of serving
themselves at the expense of universal right than
those of a society are, those of a society than those of
a nation, and those of a single nation than those of
the whole world. In aiming to subserve the welfare
of all men we are most likely to hit on the conduct
coincident with truth and justice.
The reasons why men are so prone to invert the
;

scale of their duties are, first, that the order of time in
arriving at a knowledge of their obligations is the
inverse of the order of their authority when known;
and, secondly, that the order of their intensity is the
inverse of the order of their grandeur. Man in his
acquisition of impulse and rule begins at home with
the motions of instinct in the petty circuit of his self-

hood, then advances successively to the realms of
family, town, state, country, the world, the whole
creation. The innermost motives being the ones first
developed and the ones most constantly exercised, are
the most matured and energetic; the others are less
immediate and firm, more indirect and vague, though
more ample and authoritative. Each new domain

when first reached seems cold and nebulous but as
fast as we get competent to appreciate it, it will grow
warm and ruddy, and really oversway the smaller
;

i
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kingdoms within, by the awe and love of its superior
commands. The rank of a man is decided by the
reach of his moral feelers, the distance from and to
which they bring true tidings in and carry sympathetic
responses out. Cicero says that the good citizen holds
his remotest ancestor and his farthest descendant in
the same regard as his nearest living relative.
In
securing his own gratification furthermore, the pleasure one feels is organic, keen and massive: but in
conforming to the conditions for public gratification
his pleasure is only ideal, pale and inchoate. Then,
too, in looking first or merely after his own good, man
is attending to that which he seems to know the best,
that which is most instantly his business.
For
example, the hog-reeve of a village is not chosen to
study the politics of the sky, or to legislate the welfare
of the universe, but to impound stray swine. And yet
in fulfilling the charges of that ofiice he is bound to
break none of the law T s of God; and whenever he
denies a selfish desire for the sake of discharging his
duty, he obeys that sovereign rule of right on which
the prosperity of the universe depends.
Whenever a person strives to indulge his selfishness
at the direct expense of a more generous good, or to
compass the fulfilment of a purpose of his own by the
open violation of a superior authority, the instinctive
dislike and condemnation of every one who appreciates
the facts in the case fasten on him, and he falls under
common odium, perhaps is made to suffer overt penal-
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The stereotyped artifice by which all sorts of
knaves have in all ages succeeded in deceiving the
ties.

obtuse and credulous multitude, is to divert critical
attention from the grade of desire and authority imme-

diately above the one on which they are indulging and
disporting themselves, and to direct critical attention
to the grade immediately below it. Thus they are
falsely awarded merit when they really deserve blame;
because the outwitted judges look from their intermediate level to the under rank of motives, which is duly
subordinated, instead of looking to the upper rank of
motives, which is broken and desecrated.
For
instance, the political aspirant, with whom personal
prominence and power are the main consideration,
masks his ignoble aim under bustling professions
and shows of devotion to his friends, his party.
Assuming the sincerity of his pretences, that he is a
faithful servant of their cause, they reward him with
confidence, attentions and office. Did they know his
willingness to sacrifice them all to his own vanity they
would spurn him with detestation. So the sectional
conspirator conceals his sinister designs under the
cloak of championing for his own people, makes loud
asseverations of devotion to the good of his particular
community, appeals to its self-love at the expense of
the country at large, inflames its conceit, while pampering his own, but hides his real self-seeking under
this next higher guise of local attachment and pride.
If he frankly avowed mere personal hatred or reckless
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ambition as his motive every one would be disgusted.
A predominant trait in most of our Southern politicians, for these many years past, has been the reversal

of the right order of rank in their allegiance. If
choice must be made between loyalty to the United
States and loyalty to Buncombe, they unhesitatingly
sacrificed the greater and cherished the lesser, were
false to the United States but true to Buncombe.
Few wicked infringements of the moral scale are
more commonly regarded as noble observances of its

requirements than those wearing a spurious garb of
patriotism. To how many fattened officials and party
leaders public spirit, or the appearance of it, has been
a vizard put on by their policy, and not a principle animating their characters ! How many platform orators,
corrupt managers of caucuses, have gained reputation,
controlling influence too, by a skilful use of catchwords, catering to vulgar prejudices, trimming to the
fashionable mood of the day, flattering popular
passions! What can be more loathsome to a thoughtful student, who loves his country, than the sight of a
feeder on the national treasury, who, reeking from
unclean habits and haunts, comes up into the temple
of liberty and shrieks for the constitution and the flag,
with a voice of carnivorous frenzy, utterly mindless of
the ideal sanctities which alone can lend holy significance, worth and authority, to soil and name, banner
and law I Away with that mock enthusiasm of the
blood and viscera which recognizes nothing beyond
O

O

»
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the concrete emblems of the nation, the form and
letter of its material prerogatives, and give us that
true enthusiasm of thought and emotion which looks
to the immortal ideas and spirit of the nation, and
embraces the ends of liberty and justice for which
alone properly it lives
With the demagogue
patriotism works more as an earwig in the brain than
as a pure passion in the soul.
But there is another form of spurious patriotism,
besides the disguised subjection of country to party
and self, a form more insinuating and dangerous than
this, because higher. It is that form of selfishness
which would give the supposed interests of a nation
supremacy over the known interests of the world. It
has been the general fashion with rulers and peoples
to look out exclusively for the advancement of their
own countries; and in aiming at this, to violate, to
the extent of their power and courage, with conscious
deliberation, without the slightest qualms, any
interests or rights of other countries, which seemed to
stand in the way. Startling illustrations might easily
be adduced, but they are not necessary; the fact is
glaring. This style of policy is just leginning to
become obsolete. It ought to be as infamous before
the common sentiment of the world as piracy or the
slave-trade has become. The man, whether clerk or
king, soldier or prime minister, who seeks the profit
of his own nation at the expense of justice and purity,
instead of being praised for holding the interests of
!
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self and party and section inferior to the good of his
country, ought to be rebuked for setting the interests

of his country above the good of the world, making
the appearance of patriotism override the reality of
the right. That country which strives to keep itself
at the head of the kingdoms of the earth by destroying
the fair chances of the rest, enriching itself by the
most unprincipled measures, waging wars for the
mere purpose of crushing or crippling its rivals,
becomes the common enemy of mankind. Such
statesmanship is an iniquity, a curse, a pest, and a
stench. Whether justly or wrongfully, the combined
world has attributed such a policy to the rulers of
England for the last hundred years, and it has made
her notoriously the most unpopular nationality on the
face of the earth. It is certain that, considering the
date and all the attendant circumstances, her war to
force opium on the Chinese was the most infamous
piece of injustice, the most insolent, unrelieved and
scandalous atrocity in the history of Christendom.
Why is not national selfishness as bad as personal 1
The mass of a substance alters not its ingredients. In
fact, a greedy, hypocritical, tyrannical nation is as
much Avorse than such a person as it is more formidable. The genuine honor and glory of a nation consist
in a correct observance of the scale of moral obligations. We must not confound vanity, pride and
covetousness with these. It is no humiliation for one
country to yield to a just demand from another. The
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true shame would be in refusing it: and such a state
paper as our Seward has just sent across the sea sheds

lustre on his name.

Thus discerning and

lofty

patriots will never theoretically sacrifice cosmopolitan
considerations to provincial; never cry, Our country,
right or wrong.” Their motto will be, “Our country;
when right, to be kept so; when wrong, to be
True patriotism stands by its national
righted.”
allegiance indeed, but stands by the pillars of eternal
right; goes freely to the national service, but goes in
the ways of universal good.
Put your country
through, however deeply in the wrong,” is a degrading
sentiment wherever ventilated; but it is doubly
infamous when volunteered by an academic guide,
who should come down from his contemplative height,
all radiant with associations of the ideal, to purify and
uplift the commonalty. Let it be heard, if heard it
must be, from the bar-room, amidst clinking glasses,
as the refrain of a drunken chorus.
When the
scholar, with the apparent sanctions of his refinement
and grace, parades it, he defiles his lips and dishonors
his class.
As we have seen, the first right of the individual,
considered by himself, is the free exercise of his
faculties; and his first duty, considered as a member
of society, is the voluntary limitation of that freedom
by the requirements of the same freedom in all.
When he thus denies himself, by the model of his
character or the fruits of his genius laying on the
“

“
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offering of uncommon value, glory is
the public response of gratitude and admiration.
True glory, therefore, is the halo of eminent virtue;
the social recognition of noble gifts nobly devoted to
the social weal; the accordant echo reverberated from
the sounding-board of public appreciation struck by
the claims of exalted worth. But selfishness often
confuses this arrangement, foisting vice into the place
of virtue, and enabling skilful egotists to seize the
meeds of heroic benefactors. In the administration of
the ethical functions of the body-politic, selfishness
often causes admiration for those who represent what
we wish to he, to displace reverence for those who
represent what we ought to he, and envy towards those
to usurp the office of aspiration towards these. Then
loyalty to public right is smothered in love of private
indulgence, and the glittering crown of glory, which
belongs to merit, is falsely put on the brow of
success. Then the most energetic and influential class
of men in the community, the eager aspirants for
glory, are naturally induced to seek their object, not
by honestly paying its price—the achievement of
genuine greatness in themselves and the conferring of
distinguished benefits on the public—but by presenting specious substitutes for that price, namely, the
ostentatious pleas of wealth, station, power and
pleasure, and fraudulent victories won by plots and
snares. The demoralizing influence thus exerted is
fearful.
It diverts the attention due to divine
common altar an
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things superficially associated with
them, thrusts aside the commanding realities of
conscience for their spurious badges honorable
emulation is corrupted into acrimonious rivalry, and
the harmonious co-operation of the whole is shattered
and torn into heterogeneous hostilities masked under
false-hearted compromises. Then the philosopher is
at a discount, the charlatan at a premium, the phylacteried Pharisee takes precedence of the modest saint,
patriots disappear, demagogues abound, successful
self-seekers in every direction monopolize the boons of
society. Ambition, or the passion for glory, when
pure and lofty, so far from being an evil, is a precious
gift, stimulating men to aspire to greatness, to subdue
ignoble impulses, and live laborious days studying
how to deserve Avell of the republic. True ambition,
as Sir William Davenant—with an eye to the
etymology of the word as w ell as to the nature of the
thing—says, signifies “an extraordinary lifting of
the feet in the rough ways of honor over the impediments of fortune.” It becomes a curse when degraded
from the love of glory into the love of the associates
or substitutes of glory, so that its subjects no longer
strive to earn the honoring love of the community by
self-sacrificing toil and brilliant achievements, but
strive to gratify their selfish propensities by flattering
those of others, and to secure the plaudits of the public
by hoodwinking its conscience. The genuine patriot,
who works his way up by superiority of merit, mounts
substances

to

;

r
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as the lark mounts through matin clouds with prophetic sunshine on its breast while the w7 orld yet lies
dark below; but the selfish demagogue, w7 ho surrep-

titiously climbs from station to station by scandalous
means, rises as scum rises, collecting all the filth of
the successive strata through which it ascends and
making a clot on the top. What an incalculable
incentive would be furnished to the culture of the
highest attributes of our nature if all that popular
admiration and praise now lavished on the successful
pursuit of the means of indulging vanity, pride, sloth
and lust, were appropriated to intrinsic desert!
The connection of war with public morals and
national honor is so close and broad, and so prominent at this moment, that I must ask your attention
to some thoughts on it. A subtle fallacy underlies
the popular admiration for Avar, and hardly any other
error has been so injurious as the popular misestimate
of military glory. The only ultimate good of human
nature is the fruition of its functions. The greater
the power and freedom for this, the greater the good.
Energy is the agent by which all fruition is secured.
Energy, therefore, is the chiefest desideratum, the
greatest virtue; energy, to repel death and disease, to
preserve life and health, to sustain activity. Of course
this is as true of a nation as it is of an individual.
Xow in war is summoned up and put forth incomparably more energy than in any other exigency.
At no other time does a people so keenly feel its
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life in all its limbs, thrilling with electric pulsations
is its conscious supply of will and purpose so exuberant, its imagination so dilated, its total experience
so variously heightened. A colossal army, at the
waving of the emblem of native land, precipitating
themselves into the deadly hell of battle, to conqueror die in a good cause, is the most dazzling embodiment of valor and self-sacrifice ever seen below the
heavens. It is but natural that the spectacle should
captivate and set men wild with admiration. Yet in
giving way to the impulse to glorify war, and to
laurel and deify its champions, their minds are blurred
by pernicious sophistries. In the first place, war
does not create—it only directs and expends —the
energy so vehemently sympathized with. Faith, love,
harmonious exertion, nutrition, —the normal accompaniments of peace,—are the generators and storers
up of power. Hate, strife, terror, ravaging spasms,
the normal accompaniments of war,—only evoke that
power from its treasuries in the souls of a loyal
people, and conduct it along discordant ways to
purposes of defence or destruction. War is a wasteful
exhibition rather than a beneficent creation of energy.
If we accept and wonder at, let us not covet and
praise, the dire phenomenon, whose sorcerous beauty
in one particular has so long caused mankind to overlook its demoniacal hideousness in general.
Again, we ought to understand that it is not the
mere quantity of energy displayed by a being, and
;

—
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the recklessness of its expenditure, but its quality
also, together with the method and aim of its expenditure, that mark the rank of his life and the desirableness of his condition. Here is an error constantly
committed. People mistake excitement for fulfilment,
A man in the convulsions of an intermittent fever
may make a prodigious exhibition of energy; but the
occasion is lamentable. Does it make no difference,
if we but show a given amount of energy, whether
we expend it in stamping a rattlesnake, or in embracing a truth ? in beating off a murderer, or in devising a
new benefaction 1 in thwarting the plans of a rival, or
in consummating an act of saintly goodness'! In that
torrent of devotion to the cause of our embattled and

imperilled country now surging through the souls of
the people, many needful discriminations of morality
are frequently swept away; utterances abound on
every side which flatly contradict the holiest oracles of
religion. Hundreds of speeches and sermons have
been delivered affirming, almost in so many words,
that peace is naturally a great breeder of selfishness
and corruption, a nest of degrading tameness and
vice; that war is naturally a purifying leaven, a
begetter of every high excellence, the sole condition
for realizing the choicest blessings; that a little while
ago life was a dull business, hardly worth carrying
on, a puling period of habit and tedium; but now it
is indeed a privilege to be alive; this arbitrament by
slaughter, with its concomitants, is the acme of glory;
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now the night is full of hope and the day is full of
splendor. In a word, we are to thank God foxpermitting our eyes to see this magnificent, kindling,
blessed, religious war ! This is the popular tone in
many quarters. But what a perversion it is of truth
and propriety; what a reversal of the sanctities of
right and humanity; wdxat a piteous parody of that

gospel whose beginning, middle and close are, Peace
on earth, good-will towards men,” Do unto others as
you would have them do unto you,” Father, thy will
he done on earth as it is in heaven!
The persons
who talk so seem actually to interpret this fever of the
country, raging at its climax, her agonized struggle of
life and death, as a w-holesome and delightful exaltation of her proper life, instead of seeing that it is a
horrible wrench of her structure which sets all hexorgans griding in their sockets, with appalling w-aste
“

“

“

”

of power, axxd w-ith many dangers.
War is the constrained expenditure of the energies
of a people, not in the happy play or natural work of
their faculties, but in bursting their chains or repulsing their assailants. Primarily it is an insurgent
outbreak of evil; secondarily, to pxxt down that insuxrection is rather a woful task of xxecessity, to be

religiously regretted while accepted, than a heavenly
opportunity for glory, to offer holocausts for. The
joy and dignity of a people reside in the vai-ied spontaneity and concord of their action. But thex-e is
immeasurably less of this in war than in peace.

38

Nowhere

NATIONAL VIRTUE AND NATIONAL GLORY.

compressed and hardened into
machine-like masses as in armies. Every other form
of rule allows more freedom and diversity than military
discipline, which, whenever it prevails, increases the
severity and enlarges the province of government,
sternly curbing the free functions of the people in
accordance with the martial exigencies of the hour.
Government is a check on the evil propensities of
men. War is a demonstration that those propensities
have been aggravated into insurgency, and have made
a corresponding intensification of the functions of
government necessary. A conspicuous and chronic
element in barbarism, it is a monstrous exception in
civilization, every recurrence of it showing that the
barbaric stage is not yet wholly outgrown. The
dissentient energies of society on encountering may
crash in war, recoil and proceed in the separate but
parallel paths of jealous rivalry, or with mutual modifications blend in co-operative union. Which of these
results will be experienced depends on the degree of
moral refinement reached. With reckless savages it
will he the first; with shrewd, selfish competitors it
will be the second; but with thoughtful Christians it
will be the last. People are very apt to overlook the
infernal and even disgusting character of the detailed
components of battle in its collective sublimity: to
allow their fancies to be deluded by the imposing
grandeur of a nation’s wrath and vengeance, disguising the mean and odious features of individual fury.
are men so
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cruelty, mutilation and terror, in tire aggregate aspects
of awe and beauty. Is not the fallacy obvious \
So stupendous and impressive in total bulk and show
was the pyramid of human skulls reared by Timour,
that undoubtedly many a spectator forgot that its
components were but death, horror, sacrilege and
decay. The true glory of a state cannot be that which
exemplifies its evil, but must be that which prophecies
its perfection. Therefore it shrinks from the passions
of war to live with the principles of virtue.
He that in fight diminishes mankind,
Does no addition to his stature find;
But he that does a noble nature show,
Obliging others, still does higher grow.

No one can compute the details of anguish, of
wide-spread poverty and woe, to result from this
present war of ours. It will all be due virtually to
the unhallowed wilfulness of a party of slave-masters
who forced the issue on us and would not suffer it
to be prevented. In its origin, then, there was no
glory, but boundless disgrace. It was an eruption
of evil actions from a pit of evil passions. And in
the war itself, so far, I can see only incidental cause
for exultation, much greater cause for sorrow. Were
it a war prosecuted by the aroused spirit of freedom
and justice to vindicate the rights of all, rescue the
down-trodden victims of wrong, cleanse our national
banner, adjust our constitution to the principles of
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true democracy and religion, there would be a redeeming glory in its cause and motive which might call
on our pulses to dance for joy. But it does not

seem to be such a conflict. It appears much more
like the pride of the country leaping up to avenge

insult, the interest of the country rallying to
support its authority and immunities. This is an
imperative duty, whose determined performance is
infinitely better than submission to the encroachments
of wrong. But the opportunity is not a boon to sing
paeans over. The Christian patriot who sees this waraiming simply to place things as they were before,
returning fugitive slaves to their masters, decreeing
no act for the enlargement of the freedom of the
people, must feel oppressed with grief rather than
electrified with gratitude. He can only cling to the
hope that as the panorama rolls on, to the lurid
accompaniments of battle, by and by, the dismal
scenes will burst asunder and suddenly reveal an act
of compensating good, an act of sublime splendor
millions of men going free, with broken fetters, tears
of joy, and hymns to God. Nor let any over-nice
constructionist deem it treason to the organic law of
an

—

the land to wish such a result. The constitution is
mighty and venerable; but the convulsions of a
crisis like this snap many ties and new legislation
can modify and mend.
;

As veers the wind so shifts the pilot’s art
Who saves the ship may well reset the chart.
;
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Yet in immediate connection with this overshadowing calamity of civil war, the discriminating moralist,

another, perceives that there has actually
been an outbreak of glory illuminating the whole
land. But he, unlike the superficial observer, recognizes the genuine origin and purport of that glory,
and ascribes it to its substantial cause, not to its mere
occasion; to the virtues of the people, not to the
war. The sublime enthusiasm with which, at the
call of their country, half a million gallant men
as well as

extricated themselves from the ties of home and
business, and sprang into the mortal field; the heroic
elevation of sentiment with which the women yielded
up their beloved ones to the hazards of the conflict,
and resolved themselves into a committee of the whole
for supplying the wants of the camp and the hospital ;
the voluntary assumption of sacrifices, hardships and

perils, by all classes, in response to the exigency of the
public weal—this, however alloyed by the intermixture of baser matter, this is the dazzling glory of
the hour. Let it not be blasphemed by a profane
identification of it with feats of brute strength,
butchery and devastation, or with the brilliant
antics of ambition and the rampant egotisms of
victory. Rather let the wrecks of fortunes, the
fumes of carnage, the smoke of conflagrations, the
groans of the wounded, the heaps of the dead, the
tears of widows and orphans, cause these latter to hide
themselves in silence behind the stern garb of duty.
6
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War is properly the carnival of hatred and injury.
Its essence is destructive animosity. Intrinsically,
therefore, it is wicked and infamous. But in accompaniment with it there may be an unparalleled
exhibition of the noblest virtues of man, energy,
bravery, disinterestedness. Through it also may
sometimes be achieved the most priceless advantages
of society, justice, freedom, and assured security.
Obviously the glory won in such cases does not
belong to war, but to the commanding virtues exemplified, and the costly ends obtained in connection
with it. War by itself, destroying wrath let loose,
can be nothing but repulsive and damnable. But
through one of those sensational fallacies so common,
and so pregnant of mischief to mankind, the glory
thus visibly associated with war is often morally
identified with it. The people come to admire and
applaud the scenic display of virtues on exciting
occasions, but to pass carelessly over the beneficent
fulfilment of their normal functions in the blessed
routine of privacy and peace. Then the votaries of
ambition learn to love war as a thrilling field of
adventure, to covet it as the speediest path to notoriety,
to improve every opportunity of rushing into it as
the most brilliant and feasible arena for drawing
the eyes' of the populace and plucking the wreath
of adulation. And so war becomes an idol daubed
with praise and tricked out with gewgaws.
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The test of universality will make it start up in its
frightful truth. Imagine every man on earth to be

military hero flaunting the incarnadine trophies of
and imagine war to prevail steadily
a conqueror
everywhere. A seething chaos of strife, vengeance
and murder, closing in the silence of exhaustion and
ruin, would be the sequel. But suppose, on the
other hand, peace to be everywhere and perpetual
suppose every man on earth to be a victorious embodiment of truth and love, incarnating all the virtues
in his character, and unobtrusively enjoying their
prerogatives in the spontaneous performance of the
functions of a man. What would result then 1
Why, the absolute perfection of the individual and
the whole, full of bliss and covered with glory,
each man a finite representative of God, and the
entire earth a mirror of heaven. Let us therefore
ever deprecate the need of war while we glorify the
virtues it elicits, remembering that the radiant worth
of the soldier springs not from the dread business
he is about, but from the high spirit in which he
executes it. Nor let us forget that if he goes to war,
simply from hatred of the foe, or from a regard for
the emoluments, or from a selfish hankering foxdisplay and reputation, however valiant and successful
he prove, not the faintest attribute of true glory
belongs to him. Glorious Bayard was not the strongest man in the army, nor the handsomest, but the
best.
a

:

;
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The beauty of its clime, the grandeur of its
scenery, the extent of its territory, the advantages of
its situation, the resources of its martial strength
and prowess, the productiveness of its industry, the
swimming of its ships on all waters and the floating
of its flag in all winds—these may largely make up
the good fortune, the pride, the power and enjoyment

of a state. They do not constitute its true glory.
They are the attendant servitors of that glory, or
perchance its deceptive substitutes. They are not
merits, they are blessings. True glory is achieved;
the false may be inherited or given. The one original
is ideal and disinterested the many counterfeits are
material and selfish. The populace, to their deadly
injury, have often been kept amused with meretricious
displays of physical grandeur and luxury, the glittering drill of armies, the vivid pageantry of shows and
revels, that they might more tamely abide the loss
of their moral glory. Trajan once gave an exhibition
in the Coliseum lasting a hundred and twenty-three
days, in which ten thousand gladiators fought. No
doubt assembled and titillated Rome fancied this huge
martial spectacle was their glory. It was their disgrace the disgrace of the subjects to enjoy such a
cruel performance, the disgrace of the rulers to cater
to brutal passions in a manner calculated to brutalize
;

;

them still more.

Pure glory is the surrounding splendor of merit.
Wherever its irradiation is recognized spread over
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the life and scenery of a state, that irradiation,
correctly interpreted and traced, will be found a
reflection from a certain divine light encircling the
virtues of the people like the nimbus about the brows
of a saint. Where the spontaneous fulfilment of
their duties by all classes of citizens is most general,
there is glory the most brilliant and the least illusory. National glory, in its unperverted verity, is the
radiance originating from popular justice, liberty and
love popular might, prosperity and complacency can
produce only a glimmering mockery of it. Where
virtue is the most prevalent, there it is the most
honored and where virtue is the most honored,
there glory reaches the highest pitch and where
glory forms the most luminous halo around the
forehead of national obedience, there the attainment
even of the inferior forms of good also will be the
most complete. You cannot stand on the highest
round in the moral ladder without commanding all
the lower ones you may stand on the lowest round
and be unable to command any of the higher ones.
A nation may for a time be highly favored in its
material conditions while in its inner relations it is
hateful, and wretched, and hastening to ruin. When
we learn that it is the open and general custom of
the rich and fashionable young men of Bengal to
gamble and drink, read Yoltaire and Byron, drive
fast horses and associate with abandoned Avomen,
scoff at their priests, patronize the Christian mission;

;

;
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aries, and believe nothing, the fact goes far towards
explaining how twenty thousand men hold a hundred
and fifty million in abject submission. "Reverence,
dignity, sober thought, profound faith, earnest aspiration, are the wells from which not only private purity
and purpose, but national energy and independence
are drawn.

And it is not possible for a nation whose
people accurately observe in every deportment of
conduct the scale of moral obligations, illustrating
the earth and the age with their virtues—it is not

possible for that nation to be otherwise than honored
and happy in peace, invincibly terrible in war.
Encircled like a blessed family, by simple laws,
It tenderly is governed; all degrees
Moulded together as a single form
Of nymph-like loveliness, which finest chords
Of sympathy pervading shall suffuse,
In times of quiet, with one bloom, and fill
With one resistless impulse, if the hosts
Of foreign power should threaten.

What is needed to enhance the glory of our country
is a new vigor and elevation imparted to the virtues
of its citizens. Four hundred per cent, added to our
population, our army and navy, our wealth and
ostentation, Avould be as nothing in comparison with
ten degrees of advancement given to our wisdom,
justice, love, and common co-operation, with a corresponding diminution of error, wrong, and jealousy.
Prosperity cannot insure virtue; virtue can insure

NATIONAL VIRTUE AND NATIONAL GLORY.

47

I believe the personal and public morals
of our people are at least as good now as ever before.
It is tbe standard fallacy of all ages to fancy the past
a halcyon era of goodness and harmony, the present
a degenerate time of littleness and discord.
The
sophistry of the senses overpowers those who are not

prosperity.

on their guard to detect and neutralize it with the
antidote of fresh and vigorous perceptions and com-

The evil of the past, unfelt by us, eludes
us in the shadow
its good, envied by us, hoisted
into relief, fastens an exaggerating attention. It is
with the great men of the past and the great men
of the present, the luminous points of ancient history
and of our own time, as it is with the stars in the
galaxy and the lights in a chandelier; those seem
so thickly blent because they are so far from us, these
so distinctly separate because they are so close to us.
Nevertheless the need of a higher and firmer tone
of morality, the need of more competent and consecrated leaders, is sore enough. Party spirit runs too
fast and too far among us, as it has in other countries
before. Whig and Tory at one time, Democrat and
Republican at another, inflict dire injuries on their
country by hating each other more than they love
her. They should ever recollect that they owe a
common homage and service, differing only in their
opinions as to methods. There should be more
charity and tolerance between political antagonists.
They should remember that the conscience of each
parisons.

;
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the measure of his own duty, not of the
duty of another. Reflecting' how differently things
appear when viewed by different minds, from various
points, through different feelings and convictions,
they should forbear to hurl burning accusations unless
in cases of the clearest outrage. The abatement of
this virulent nuisance of miscellaneous backbiting,
sneering, and bitter slander, would be an unspeakable blessing. A public organ of personal hate and
meanness in a community is a calamity of the worst
kind. No high-minded patriot should allow himself
to patronize it. Candor, geniality, good-humor, a
general disposition to look on the bright side, are
civil virtues ever to be applauded.
Another fault very prevalent among us, fertile in
pernicious effects, is, an undue deference to external
standards of judgment, an obsequious submission to
the ruling sentiment and opinion of the general
public. Tyrant majority is so intolerant of dissent
that genuine originality and independence are much
rarer than they should be. The raciness and boldness
of honest individuality are melted down, broken and
polished down, into insipid and monotonous conformity.
We seek for recognition more than for merit. Not
desert but popularity is our most usual test. On
occasion of any meeting we ask not, How wise and
able was the address, how sound and appropriate
were the measures, how just and timely were the
resolutions'? The instinctive question is, How many
man is
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If the audience was small, we shall
more of the matter
but if an immense
?

think no
throng were there, why then we will give it respectful
attention. It would be a benefit of boundless worth
to our country if all this were reversed, and we looked
to the intrinsic merits of every thing instead of its
accidental position of popular favor or disfavor.
Honor men not because they happen to be honored,
but only because they deserve honor. Reverence
truth and good simply because they are truth and
good. Praise merit because it is merit, no matter
how obscure or unfashionable. Have your own mind
and obey its unswayed behests. Displace the vulgar
saw, “When you are with the Romans do as the
Romans do,” with the manlier rule, Wherever you
are do nothing but what is right
Furthermore, there is the greatest necessity in our
country for a more profound sense on the part of its
citizens of their duty at the ballot-box. There seems
to be among those persons who have no obvious and
immediate interest at stake, a growing disinclination
to submit to the trouble of aiding in the selection of
proper candidates for elective offices, and then depositing a vote for them. Consequently the control of all
this, the final control of the country, falls into the
hands of those not the most worthy of trust and honor
—the ambitious and their tools. This was ever the bane
of Republics. In Athens, out of twenty-five thousand
voters, but about five thousand usually voted. An
:

!
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ostracism required but six thousand sherds. In some
of our larger cities this neglect of one of the most
solemn duties of citizenship has repeatedly resulted in
shocking corruption and disorder, slowly reacting first
to alarm, then to rally, that recreant multitude of
respectable men so devoted to their thrift, or their
ease that they could not give an hour to their country
until social ruin was imminent. Let every good man
remember that if the disinterested and the competent
vacate the caucus and scorn the ballot, the selfish
and the unfit will crowd the one and subsidize the
other. There are perhaps a hundred thousand officers
under the immediate appointment or patronage of the

United States Government. These, with the unsuccessful applicants, and the controllable friends on both
sides, compose probably a million voters enough to
decide any election. Think what an awful power of
selfish interest lies here, what a capacity for corruption
Place powerful men, ambitious and hating
each other, at the head of devoted parties, and who
can limit the evil they may do if not overawed by the
watchful intelligence and virtue of the people 1 So
Sulla and Marius, Pompey and Caesar, grasped at the
sceptre, and drove their mur'derous legions in blood
over the rights and liberties of Pome. So, before
our last election, an unrelenting feud between the
two favorite candidates of the Democracy, and their
mutual adherents, split that party in twain and
;
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formed an important pivot for tire precipitation of
civil war into the bosom of our country. For the
preservation of peace and prosperity in any nation,
still more for its virtue and glory, it is of the very
last importance that the people give good heed to the
selection of their rulers. In Greece the lot came to
be considered the best symbol of democracy, as if all,
having the same legal rights, were equally worthy and
competent to rule. They chose orators, magistrates,
commanders, by lot. Antisthenes once advised the
Athenians to vote that asses were horses, as they had
made generals by votes! When a speech was to be
made on an important occasion, if Demosthenes could
be had, how absurd to put his name in an urn with
those of a dozen tedious declaimers and run the dire
risk of which would come out first! This, instead of
being the highest expression of freedom, is, as Lieber
has well said, the annihilation of freedom. Chance is
the direct antithesis of choice. It is nothing less than
madness to suffer colluding men to nominate and boost
each other into seats of responsibility, and it is the
sheerest folly to suffer unworthy aspirants by an impudent obtrusion of themselves to appropriate the
influential places they covet. It is our duty carefully
to select the wisest and best. A bad man honored by a
people, enthroned in their affections or in their places
of authority, reacts on them to inflame and deprave
them, if he does not pervert his power to direct
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outward ends of evil. It is therefore to be hoped
that our citizens will more sedulously exercise their
political privileges, choose none but able and trustworthy men to fill public offices, cause it to be

throughout our country as it was in that ancient city
where no entrance could he found into the Temple
of Honor save through the Temple of Virtue. Good
good policy, if either must have
precedence. For a good man aims at righteousness
although his path be crooked; but a bad man will
do evil and miss of God even on the straightest road.
Principles and not men,” is a dangerous watchword,
pretty sure to lead to men without principles. Good
principles incarnated in good men, that is what we
want. Listen not to the parasite of party discipline
whose subservient cry is,
Follow your leader.”
Rather make sure that truth and good are in the
lead, knowing that where Satan is leader the bringingup-place must be hell.
Let the alternately dominant parties of a country
deliberately install as their ruling maxim so coarse an
expression of selfishness as that embodied in the
pithy phrase, “To the victors belong the spoils,”
and it needs no surprising foresight to discern that
ere long both victors and victims will become a spoil
—the spoil of mutual hate and common corruption.
Public spirit, disinterestedness, is the true antiseptic
of a state. Wherever the mortifying taint of demamen even before
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gogueism appears, it should be treated with the
cautery of vetoing scorn. Themistocles said, “I know
not how to play on a lute, but I know how to make
a small country a powerful one.” What a swarm of
petty politicians we have who practically reverse that
proud saying ! Ignorant of social science, the great
experiments of history, the laws of political economy,
the principles of ethics, the particular structure and
the general condition of humanity, they are mere
plotters for self-advancement, party tricksters, legislative quacks. If they spoke truth they would say,
We know not how to rule a nation wisely, how to
legislate with profound insight and foresight, how to
carry a people through dark emergencies, how to set
a great example and teach men lessons of truth and
nobleness; but we do know how to form cliques
and cabals, how to pull hidden wires, how to employ
calumny for the defeat of our opponents, how to
inflame and play on the prejudices and passions of
the people to secure our own ends. Away with such
depraving managers from the precints of American
statesmanship. Sweep them away from forum and
temple, lobby, and altar. In place of them put in
their offices, high over the people, the best men, men
adequately equipped for their exalted functions, men
whose characters and examples will emit a contagious
flame of virtue kindling down through all the ranks
of souls below.
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Senators and Representatives!
Allow me to commend to your particular study
the subject I have now presented. Allow me to
congratulate you on the great comparative diffusion
of material and social blessings among our people;
also on the high degree in which the true glory
of a State is illustrated in the example of our
dear old Commonwealth of Massachusetts. Suffer
me still further, to express the hope that in all
your official acts, justice and love will be embodied
as purely as human imperfections admit. To His Excellency, John Albion Andrew, Governor of the Commonwealth, I would improve the
permission, granted by the usages of this occasion, to
pay the tribute of glad and grateful loyalty felt in

with my fellow-citizens. During the past year
the complex and arduous duties devolved upon your
Excellency by the trying vicissitudes of the time,
were met and discharged with a promptitude, an
energy of intelligence and affection, a clear honesty,
which have bought you golden opinions, if not from
all sorts of people, at least from all candid and kindly
persons. I doubt not the gifts and virtues you a second
time bring to this high post of responsibility, and
now with the added help of experience, will enable
you so to administer your office as to secure commensurate profit to the public and credit to yourself.
common
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May it be your happiness always to act in such a
manner that your conscience and your God shall
invariably approve you. Then, as is but too likely
still to happen,
If you are
Traduced by ignorant tongues—which neither know
Your faculties nor person, yet will be
The chronicles of your doing—let me say,
’Tis but the fate of place, and the rough brake
That virtue must go through.

