
HOUSE.... No. 87.

Hodse of Representatives, February 16, 1864.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the
Petition ofBowen Buckman and one hundred and five others,
citizens of Woburn, praying that an Act may be passed giving
cities and towns leave to raise money to pay volunteer soldiers,
and the Petition of TristramLittlefield and others, of Readme
that cities and towns may offer bounties to promote enlistments,
—also an Order that the Committee inquire into the expediency
of providing by law that towns may raise money by taxation for
the purpose of enabling them to procure volunteers, report the
accompanying Bill.

Per order,

J. BROWN.

cHommomucaltl) of iftassacfyusctts.
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AN ACT
To authorize Towns and Cities to raise Money for

Recruiting purposes, and to advance Bounties to
Volunteers.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. Any town or city may raise money, by
2 taxation or otherwise, and apply the same, under the
3 direction of its selectmen, or mayor and aldermen, or
4 city council, in aid of and for the purpose of procur-
-5 ing its proportion of the quota of volunteers in the
6 military service, called for from the Commonwealth
7 under the orders of the president of the United States,
S dated October seventeenth, eighteen hundred and
9 sixty-three, and February first, eighteen hundred and

10 sixty-four: provided, that the amount of money so
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11 raised and applied shall not exceed the sum of one
12 hundred and twenty-five dollars for each volunteer
13 enlisted in said service, as a part of the quota of said
14 town or city.

1 Sect. 2. Any town or city may raise money, as

2 aforesaid, and apply the same, under the direction of
3 its selectmen, or mayor and aldermen, or city council,
4 in advancing to such volunteers as may enlist in said
5 service as a part of its quota under said orders of the
6 president, the whole or any part of the bounties
7 authorized by the first and third sections of the two
8 hundred and fifty-fourth chapter of the statutes of
9 the year eighteen hundred and sixty-three, and also

10 in advancing to such volunteers as may enlist in said
11 service, as a part of its quota, the whole or any part
12 of the bounties which may have been, or may here-
-13 after be, authorized to be paid by the governor to
14 each volunteer who, as a part of the quota of this
15 Commonwealth, under the call of the president, dated
16 February first, eighteen hundred and sixty-four, shall
17 enlist and be duly mustered into the military service
18 of the United States.

1 Sect. 3. Whenever any town or city advances
2 money, as authorized by section second of this act, it
3 shall take from the volunteer a certificate in writing,
4 signed in the presence of at least one witness, setting
5 forth the amount of money advanced to him by such
6 town or city, and it shall be the duty of each recruit-
-7 inn officer, or other person having charge of the
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S enlistment papers of such volunteer at the time said
9 money is advanced and paid, to certify thereon the

10 amount of money so advanced and paid, and the
11 amount so paid shall also he entered upon the pav-
-12 rolls and other necessary documents connected with
13 the payment of bounties, required to be prepared by
14 the adjutant-general, under the provisions of section
15 six of chapter two hundred and fifty-four of the
16 statutes of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-three.

1 Sect. 4. The money advanced by any town or
2 city to a volunteer, as authorized in section second of
3 this act, shall he deducted from the bounties which
4 the governor is, or may hereafter be, authorized to

5 pay to each volunteer who, as a part of the quota of
6 this Commonwealth, under the calls or orders of the
7 president, dated October seventeenth, eighteen hun-
-8 dred and sixty-three, and February first, eighteen
9 hundred and sixty-four, shall enlist and be duly

10 mustered into the service of the United States, and
11 shall be paid to the town or city by which the money
12 was so advanced: provided, that no town or city shall
13 have a claim upon the Commonwealth for money so

14 advanced, if, for any cause, the person to whom it is
15 advanced, is not duly mustered and accredited as a
16 part of the quota of this Commonwealth, and in such
1 7 case the person receiving such advance shall be liable
18 to the town or city for the full amount thereof.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


