
HOUSE... .No. 282.

House of Representatives, April 22,1864.

The Joint Special Committee, "to whom was referred the
Report of Committee on Military Bounties and amendment
of the Valuation Act, and Bill to provide for the Valuation
of the Property of the Commonwealth, make the following

REPORT;
That the State valuation, in 1860, of the town of

Nantucket, was $3,875,598 00
And, that the valuation of said town by the

assessors of the' town, in 1868, as appears
by the aggregates of polls, property, taxes,
&c., prepared by the Secretary of State, and
presented for the use of the legislature,
(Public Document, No. 42 of the year
1863,) was 2,385,235 00

Showing a loss, from the State valuation of
1860, of $1,490,363 00

That the valuation of the real and personal
property of the town of Nantucket, in 1860,
by the assessors of the town, was . . . $3,881,037 00
From which, deducting the sum of . . 2,385,235 00

the valuation of the assessors in 1863, leaves $1,495,802 00

€ommouuitaltl) of iflnosmiiusctts.
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as the loss, from 1860 to 1868, as appears by
the above aggregates, or something more than
thirty-eight per cent, on the assessors’ valu-
ation of 1860.

That the State valuation, in 1860, of Mattapoi-
sett, was $875,890 00
And the valuation of the assessors of the town,

in 1868, as appears by the above aggregates,
the sum of 618,710 00

Showing a loss, in 1863, from the State valu-
ation of 1860, of $197,180 00

That the valuation of the assessors of the town
of Mattapoisett, in 1860, was . . . $881,183 00
Deducting the valuation by the town assessors

of 1863, amounting to ... 618,710 00

leaves a loss, since 1860, of . . . . $262,473 00
or more than twenty-nine per cent, on the
assessors’ valuation for 1860.

That the State valuation of Fairhaven, in 1860,
was ........$3,596,609 00
And the assessors’ valuation, in 1863, was . 1,961,900 00
Showing a loss, in 1863, from the State valu

ation of 1860, of . . . $1,634,709 00

That the valuation of the town assessors, in
1860, was .......$3,162,300 00
From which, deduct the valuation by the

assessors, in 1863, of .... 1,961,900 00

leaves the sum of. .....$1,200,400 00
as the loss in valuation, from 1860 to 1863, or
thirty-eight per cent, on the assessors’ valu-
ation of 1860.

Your Committee will further state that a table of loss and
gain of every town and city in this Commonwealth, from 1861
to 1863, according to the above mentioned aggregates, has been
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prepared for the use of the Committee, and has been carefully
examined by them, and they have investigated the subject-
matter referred to them to the best of their ability, and are con-
vinced that great changes are going on in this Commonwealth;
and that while the taxable property in some towns is being
increased, in others it is being very much diminished. They
are aware that much of the change in the valuation of some of
the towns may be attributed to the diversity of the judgment
of the several assessors; but they do not think that the entire
change can, by any means, be wholly accounted for in this way.
The Committee are also unanimously of the opinion that the
system of decennial State valuation, which answered well enough
when State taxes were rarely laid, or, if laid, were of little
account, is not, in the present condition of affairs, a just system,
or one that should be retained when large sums are to be
annually raised by the State by taxation.

In this connection, a table of the amount of State taxes,
from 1830 to 1864, and including the sum reported by the
Committee on Finance for the year 1864, is herewith given:—

From 1830 to 1852, inclusive, there were four State taxes,
each for the sum of §76,000, namely ; in 1831, and 1832, and
in 1844 and 1845.

In 1853 the Tax was, §300,000 00
1854 “ “ 300,000 00
1855 “ “ 450,000 00
1856 “ “ 600,000 00
1857 “ “ 900,000 00
1858 “ “ 359,988 00
1859 “ “ 300,000 00
1860 “ “ 250,000 00
1861 “ “ 300,000 00
1862 “ “ 1,797,516 00
1863 “ “ 2,396,568 00
1864, the Committee on Finances report

that there should be a tax for 1864 of . 2,396,463 00

Various plans were suggested to the Committee, which were
as follows: That the assessors of the towns should be required
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to make the returns, which they are now required by chapter
one hundred and sixty-seven of the Acts of eighteen hundred
and sixty-one, to make on or before the first day of October,
eighteen hundred and sixty-five, on or before the first day of
October, eighteen hundred and sixty-four, and that the legis-
lature of eighteen hundred and sixty-five should make a new
State valuation. Another, that there should be a triennial
valuation by a committee of the legislature sitting in the vaca-
tion, the present legislature to appoint a committee on valu-
ation, to commence its session the first of October next. A
third plan was, that the State tax for eighteen hundred and
sixty-four should be assessed on the assessors’ returns for the
year eighteen hundred and sixty-three, and that subsequent
annual taxes should be made on the assessors’ returns for the
preceding year.

The fourth and last plan was, that a committee of the legis-
lature should be appointed to make a new valuation, to com-
mence its session the first of October, eighteen hundred and
sixty-four, and the legislature of eighteen hundred and sixty-
six and subsequent legislatures should annually thereafter, at
the commencement of each session, appoint a valuation com-
mittee, who should, by the aid of the preceding State valuation,
the assessors’ returns and other sources of information, annu-
ally, during the session, make a new State valuation.

A majority of the present Committee were of the opinion that
a committee of the legislature for the year one thousand eight
hundred and sixty-five, sitting during the session of the legis-
lature, as contemplated in the Bill reported at this session, by
the Committee on Military Bounties and Amendment of the
Valuation Act, would not be able to perform the amount of
labor necessary to make a correct valuation of the property of
the Commonwealth, and directed a Bill and Resolves to be
reported in conformity with the fourth plan.

The Resolves provide for the appointment of a committee to
sit during the vacation, and the Bill provides for certain returns
of assessors to be made for the use of that committee and
committees of subsequent legislatures, and for an annual valu-
ation by the legislatures of 1866 and subsequent legislatures.

Committees of the legislature, to whom the subject of valuation
is to be committed, to sit during the session of the legislature.
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It is thought by a majority of the Committee that the fourth
plan, if carried into effect, will more speedily than any other,
furnish relief to towns and cities now taxed beyond their just
proportion. And many gentlemen of intelligence are of the
opinion that an annual valuation by the legislature is desirable
and practicable, if a correct valuation is made this year.

There is printed, in conformity with the vote of the House,
as a part of this Report, a table of loss and gain of every town
and city in this Commonwealth, from 1861 to 1863, according
to the aggregates of polls, property, taxes, &c., prepared by the
Secretary of State, and presented for the use of the legislature ;

and for the convenience of the members, an Act passed in the
year 1861, to secure a uniform description and appraisal of
estates in the Commonwealth for the purposes of taxation, and
the Act in addition thereto.

All of which is respectfully submitted in behalf of the Com-
mittee,

GILES H. WHITNEY.
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4

Four.

AN ACT
To provide for the Valuation of the Property of the

Commonwealth.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. The assessors of the several cities and
2 towns in the Commonwealth for the year one thou-
-3 sand eight hundred and sixty-four shall, on or before
4 the first day of October next, deposit in the office of
5 the secretary a certified copy under oath of the asses-
-6 sors’ books and tables of aggregates for the said year,
7 and the secretary shall, on or before the first day of
8 June, furnish duplicate copies of blank books to the
9 cities and towns for the foregoing purposes. provided,

10 however, that in the case of the city of Boston, the
11 returns required by this section to be deposited in the
12 office of the secretary, may be thus deposited on or

13 before the first day of November of the present year.

In the Yea* One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-

€ommcmiumltl) of iltaosacljusctts.
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*

1 Sect. 2. The assessors of the several cities and
2 towns in the Commonwealthfor the year one thousand
3 eight hundred and sixty-five, shall, instead of the
4 certified copy of the assessors’ books and tables of
5 aggregates which by law they are now required to
6 deposit in the office of the secretary, on or before the
7 first day of October, eighteen hundred and sixty-five,
8 deposit in said office an attested copy of the table of
9 aggregates, which, by the third section of the one

10 hundred and sixty-seventh chapter of the acts of
11 eighteen hundred and sixty-one, they are required to
12 deposit in said office, the first four years of each
13 decade.

1 Sect. 3. Whenever it shall have been ascertained
2 by the assessors of any city or town that the aggre-
-3 gate values of their city or town, respectively, shall
4 have been diminished since the first day of May of
5 the preceding year, they shall return with the table of
6 aggregates, or books, which they are required by the
7 act of the year one thousand eight hundred and sixty-
-8 one, entitled “an act to secure a uniform description
9 and appraisal of estates in the Commonwealth, for

10 the purposes of taxation,” and the several acts in
11 addition thereto, to deposit in the office of the secre-
-12 tary, a statement in writing under oath of the causes
13 which, in their opinion, have produced such diminu-
-14 tion.

1 Sect. 4. A committee of the legislature, for the
2 year one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six, and
3 for every succeeding year, shall be appointed at the
4 commencement of the session, to consist of five mem-
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5 bers of the senate, and nine members of the house of
6 representatives, whose duty it shall be to examine the
7 returns of the assessors of the polls and estates of the
8 several cities and towns which may be made, agree-
-9 ably to the requirements of an act of the year one

10 thousand eight hundred and sixty-one, entitled “an
11 act to secure a uniform description and appraisal of
12 estates, in the Commonwealth, for the purposes of
13 taxation,” and an act of the same year in amend-
-11 ment of the preceding act, and an act of the present
15 session entitled “an act to provide for the valuation
16 of the property of the Commonwealth.” And they
17 shall examine and equalize the same, according to
18 their best judgment and discretion; ” and they shall
19 estimate the polls therein contained, of twenty years
20 old and upwards, at the rate of half a mill each
21 on the one thousand dollars of tax; and shall esti-
-22 mate all the estate therein contained at its true and
23 just value; and if any assessors shall neglect to make
24 returns conformably to said act, said committee shall
25 ascertain the polls and estates, and shall thereupon
26 proceed to estimate and equalize the same as aforesaid,
27 and shall make an addition thereto of twenty-five per
28 centum on the amount thereof; and they shall take
29 such measures as they may deem proper to correct
30 any informal, imperfect, or erroneous returns.

1 Sect. 5. If the assessors of any city or town
2 shall neglect to comply with the requirements of this
3 act, each assessor so neglecting shall forfeit a sum not
4 exceeding two hundred dollars.

1 Sect. 6. This act shall take effect upon its

2 passage.
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la the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-Four.

Resolved
,

That a committee of this legislature be appointed
to make a new valuation of the property of this Common-
wealth, to consist of seven members of the senate, and fourteen
members of the house of representatives, to be selected one
from each of the several counties.

RESOLVES

In relation to the Valuation of the Property of this Common
wealth.

(HommcmtDCftltl) of iitassacljusctts.

Resolved, That said committee shall meet in the senate
chamber, in the recess of the general court, on the third day
of October next, in order to receive a certified copy of the
assessors’ books, and tables of aggregates for the year one
thousand eight hundred and sixty-four, agreeably to the
requirements of an act of the present session, entitled an act
to provide for the valuation of the property of the Common-
wealth ; and they shall examine and equalize the same, accord-
ing to their best judgment and discretion; and they shall
estimate the polls therein contained, of twenty years old and
upwards, at the rate of half a mill each on the one thousand
dollars of tax; and shall estimate all the estate therein con-
tained at its true and just value. And if any assessors shall
neglect to make returns conformably to said act, said com-
mittee shall ascertain the polls and estates, and shall thereupon
proceed to estimate and equalize the same as aforesaid, and

2
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shall make an addition thereto of twenty-five per centum on
the amount thereof; and they shall take such measures as
they may deem proper, to correct any informal, imperfect, or
erroneous returns.

Resolved
,
That said committee have power to fill any vacancy

which may exist in their body, at the time of and during their
meeting in the recess of the general court. They shall choose
a chairman, and be authorized to require such further returns
in addition to those provided by law from state, city and town
officers as may be necessary ; to appoint a clerk and other
officers; to cause to be executed all such printing as they may
deem to be expedient; and to procure such stationery'and other
articles as shall be required; and do such other acts and things
as may be necessary for the convenient dispatch of their
business; and they shall make report of their doings to the
nest general court.
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APPENDIX.

Statement of Loss or Gain in Valuation of Towns in the Stale,
from 1861 to 1863.

BARNSTABLE COUNTY.

Cities and Towns. | Loss. j Gain.

Barnstable, - $116,490 00
Brewster, ...... - 50,522 00
Chatham, - 88,147 00
Dennis, - 37,612 00
Eastham, ...... 4,024 00
Falmouth, ...... $101,910 00 -

Harwich, ...... - 6,281 00
Orleans, ...... 45,381 00
Provincetown, - 93,458 00
Sandwich, ...... 63,400 00 -

Truro, 21,064 00
Wellfleet, - 12,800 00
Yarmouth, 398,914 00 -

Notb.-*-Loss in the whole valuation of the county, $221,335.

BERKSHIRE COUNTY.

Adams, - 1386,774 00
Alford, - 20,067 00
Becket, - 4,195 00
Cheshire, - 3,985 00
Clarksburg, - 8,882 00
Dalton, - 164,303 00
Egremont, - 14,111 00
Florida, - 10,497 00
GreatBarrington, .... - 391,181 00
Hancock, $24,470 00 -

Hinsdale, - 368,280 00
Lanesborough, - 4,236 00
Lee, 137,350 00
Lenox, 94,269 00 -

Monterey, - 16,521 00
Mt. Washington, ....

- 5,644 00
New Ashford, - 13,456 00
New Marlborough, .... 3,565 00 -
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BERKSHIRE COUNTY—Continued.

Cities and Towns. Loss. Gain.

Otis, $5,283 00
£eru - - $2,584 00Pittsfield, _ 890,211 00Richmond, _ 24,232 00Sandisfield, - 391,307 00Savoy, 211 00
Sheffield, - 29,198 00Stockbndge, ..... _ 366,400 00
Tyrmgham, 11,506 00
Washington, 12,312 00
W. Stockbridge, .... - 29,453 00
Williamstown, - 7,052 00
Windsor | 14,593 00

Note.—Gain in the whole valuation of the county, $2,282,555.

BRISTOL COUNTY.

Acushnet, $82,300 00
Attleborough, 38,725 00
Berkley, 20,773 00
Dartmouth, 164,360 00
Dighton, - $41,487 00
Easton, - 40,546 00
Fairhaven, 974,900 00
Fall River, - 1,435,040 00
Freetown, 90,867 00
Mansfield, - 15,187 00
New Bedford, 84,800 00
Norton, - 60,000 00
Raynham, 27,271 00
Rehoboth, 11,403 00
Seekonk, 1,024,041 00
Somerset, 52,675 00
Swanzey, 44,650 00 -

Taunton, 18,207 00
Westport, 157,200 00

Note.—Loss in the whole valuation of the county, $3,224,610.

DUKES C OUNTY.

Chilmark, $50,340 00
Edgartown, ..... 183,500 00 -

Tisbury, 69,900 00

Note.—Loss in valuation of the county, $303,740.
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Cities and Towns. Loss. Gain.

Amesbury, - $77,319 00
Andover, - 86,308 00
Beverly, . . . . • . . $105,350 00 -

Boxford, 12,764 00 -

Bradford, ...... 33,590 00 -

Danvers, ...... 100,641 00 -

Essex, 28,689 00
Georgetown, ..... 18,225 00 -

Gloucester, . ... . 57,967 00 -

Groveland, - 11,840 00
Hamilton, 138 00 I -

Haverhill, ...... 885,954 00 -

Ipswich, - 141,405 00
Lawrence, - 169,835 00
Lynn, - 221,189 00
Lynnfield, . . . . . . 12,525 00 -

Manchester, 36,533 00
Marblehead, 125,900 00 -

Methuen, 21,414 00
Middleton, .....

- 6,038 00
Nahant, 23,472 00
Newbury, ...... 21,705 00 -

Newbnryport, ..... 154,400 00 -

North Andover, - 94,691 00
Eockport, 152,156 00
Kowley, 19,364 00
Salem, - 321,050 00
Salisbury, - 87,312 00
Saugus, - 28,922 00
South Danvers, - 235,400 00
Swampscott, - 22,435 00
Topsfield, 23,140 00
Wenham, 37,375 00
West Newbury, 17,892 00

Note.—Loss in the whole valuation of the county, $385,350.

FRANKLIN COUNTY.

Ashfield, - $9,280 06
Bernardston, - 21,356 00
Buckland, - 11,232 00
Charlemont, - 20,896 00
Colrain, $46,829 00
Conway, 12,297 00
Deerfield, - 131 00
Erving, 2,488 00

ESSEX COUNTY.
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FRANKLIN COUNTY—Continued.

Cities and Towns. Loss. Gain.

£U1 > • - $2,320 00Greenfield, 115,845 00
Hawley, 1,482 00
Heath, 4,035 00
Leverett, _ 13,342 00
Leyden, _ 10,029 00
Monroe, - 19,050 00
Montague, - 13,715 QO
New Salem, 8,133 00
Northfield, - 5,907 00
Orange, - 30,005 00
Rowe, 2,473 00
Shelburne, 32,119 00 -

Shutesbury, 14,378 00
Sunderland, - 15,273 00
Warwick, ...... 500 00
Wendell, 17,871 00
Whately, ...... 9,765 00

Note.—Gain in whole valuation of county, $4,924.

HAMPDEN COUNTY.

Agawam, ! - $69,228 00
Blandford, | $21,374 00
Brimfield, ...... 1,248 00
Chester, 18,020 00
Chicopee, ...... - 210,547 00
Granville, - 37,264 00
Holland, 4,690 00
Holyoke, - 104,127 00
Longmeadow, ..... 54,837 00
Ludlow, ...... - 6,411 00
Monson, ...... - 13,837 00
Montgomery, 1,773 00
Palmer, ...... - 7,524 00
Russell, - 9,682 00
Southwiok, .....

- 4,215 00
Springfield, ..... - 1,470,530 00
Tolland, - 3,173 00
Wales, - 18,683 00
Westfield, ...... - 127,479 00
West Springfield, .... - 59,212 00
Wilbraham, 6,927 00

Note.—Total gain in whole valuation of county, $2,038,043.
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Cities and Towns. Loss. Gain.

Amherst, ...... - $184,110 00
Belchertown, $21,031 00 -

Chesterfield, ..... 6,672 00
Cummington, ..... . 2,647 00 -

Easthampton, - 303,490 00
Enfield, - 61,025 00
Goshen, 2,612 00 -

Granby, ...... 84,899 00
Greenwich, ..... 13,031 00 -

Hadley, - 31,867 00
Hatfield, - 31,875 00
Huntington, 7,280 00 , -

Middlefield, - 22,078 00
Northampton, - 377,050 00
Pelham, - 8,958 00
Plainfield, - . 4,280 00
Prescott, 1,300 00 -

Southampton, 7,694 00 -

South Hadley, - 42,893 00
Ware, - 25,330 00
Westhampton, 336 00 -

Williamsburg, - 40,094 00
Worthington, . . . . 26,463 00 -

Note.—Total gain in whole valuation of county, $1,022,429.

MIDDLESEX COUNTY.

Acton, $9,002 00 -

Ashby 29,591 00
Ashland, - $8,586 00
Bedford, 1,559 00
Belmont, - 844,383 00
Billerica, 15,461 00 -

Boxborough, - 7,391 00
Brighton, 272,973 00
Burlington, - 5,609 00
Cambridge, ..... - 866,500 00
Carlisle, 31,080 00
Charlestown, - 3,260,700 00
Chelmsford, 7,433 00 -

Concord, 89,047 00
Dracut, 7,241 00 -

Dunstable, 18,269 00
Framingham, - 40,920 00
Groton, - 132,020 00
Holliston, 7,578 00
Hopkinton, - 11,759 00
Lexington, - 70,304 00

HAMPSHIRE COUNTY.



16 [April,APPENDIX.

MIDDLESEX COUNTY—Continued.

Cities and Towns. Loss. Gain.

Lincoln, - 135,118 00Littleton, $58,988 00
Lowell, 683,205 00
Malden, - 179,248 00
Marlborough, - 64,493 00
Medford, _ 281,433 00
Melrose, - 73,009 00
Natick, 32,630.00
Newton, - 892,442 00
North Reading, 12,464 00
Peppered, - 6,109 00
Reading, - 24,302 00
Sherburn, - 33,647 00
Shirley, 19,870 00
Somerville, - 72,300 00
South Reading, • 11,872 00
Stoneham, - 37,975 00
Stow, - 1,273 00
Sudbury, 42,889 00
Tewksbury, - 19,143 00
Townsend, 5,829 00
Tyngsborough, - 7,399 00
Waltham, - 365,800 00
Watertown, - 150,419 00
Wayland, 6,383 00
West Cambridge, ....

- 124,430 00
Westford, - 10,125 00
Weston, ...... - 44,883 00
Wilmington, 144 00
Winchester, 85,415 00
Woburn, - 239,906 00

Note.—Gain in the whole valuation of the county, $6,467,703.

NANTUCKET COUNTY.

Nantucket, .
. . . . j $905,926 00

|

NORFOLK COUNTY.

Bellingham, ..... - $1,353 00
Braintree, ...... - 116,575 00
Brookline, ...... - 53,900 00
Canton, -

31,81100
Cohasset, - 28,415 00
Dedham, - 128,019 00
Dorchester, - 462,400 00
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NORFOLK COUNTY— Continued.

Cities and Towns. Loss. Gain.

Dover, ...... §10,552 00 -

Foxborough, ..... 19,414 00 -

Franklin, ...... - §140,030 00
Medfield, 6,900 00
Medway, ...... 13,543 00 -

Milton, - 357,000 00
Needham, ...... 13,656 00
Quincy, ....... - 47,950 00
Randolph, 5,790 00 -

Roxbury, ...... 32,600 00
Sharon, - 23,381 00
Stoughton, - 3,046 00
Walpole, ...... 76,103 00
Weymouth, .....

- 35,916 00
West Roxbury, ..... - 809,000 00
Wrentham, - 20,777 00

Note.—Gain in the whole valuation of the county, §1,765,533.

PLYMOUTH COUNTY.

Abington, ...... - §137,540 00
Bridgewater, .....

- 64,244 00
Carver, §1,045 00
Duxbury, ...... 31,254 00 -

East Bridgewater, .... 174,609 00 -

Halifax, 4,347 00
Hanover, ...... 33,756 00
Hanson, ...... 29,498 00 -

Hingham, ...... 42,787 00
Hull, 43,967 00
Kingston, ...... 10,399 00
Lakeville, 42,883 00
Marion, 62,650 00 -

Marshfield, ..... 45,468 00
Mattapoisett, 185,369 00 -

Middleborough, ..... 84,130 00
North Bridgewater, .... 423,281 00
Pembroke,! 23,937 00
Plymouth, ...... 55,925 00 -

Plympton, [1,563 00 -

Rochester, 56,392 00
Scituate, ...... 78,650 00
South Scituate, ..... 83,081 00 -

Wareham, ...... 43,444 00 -

West Bridgewater, .... 118,363 00

Note,—Loss in the whole valuation of the county, §1,238,284.
3
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WORCESTEK COUNTY.

Cities and Towns. Loss. Gain.

Ashburnham, §27,598 00 IAthol, - §55,273 00
Auburn, - 13,044 00
Barre, - 19,010 00
Berlin, - 7,325 00
Blaekstonc, ..... - 92,513 00
Bolton, - : 13,538 00
Boylston, - ! 6,887 00
Brookfield, - | 13,667 00
Charlton, - I 2,337 00
Clinton, 6,779 00 -

Dana, . , . . . . 7,332 00
Douglas, 2,691 00
Dudley, - 57,924 00
Fitchburg, - j 104,125 00
Gardner, ...... 34,391 00 | -

Grafton, ...... 56,299 00
Hardwick, 70,550 00
Harvard, ...... 87,612 00 -

Holden, ...... 8,543 00 -

Hubbardston, ..... 28,094 00
Lancaster, ...... 8,623 00
Leicester, - 34,667 00
Leominster, 5,111 00
Lunenburg, 25,099 00
Mendon, ......

- 12,950 00
Milford, 69,034 00
Millbury, ...... 5,583 00 -

New Braintree, ..... 27,188 00 I
Northborough, ..... 33,734 00 INorthbridge, .....

- I 104,587 00
North Brookfield, .... 83,916 00 I
Oakham, ....... - 2,217 00
Oxford, .

.
. . .

. | 24,384 00 |
Paxton, ...... | - | 19,884 00
Petersham, . . . . . j 17,104 00 -

Phillipston, ..... 1,810 00
Princeton, ...... - 14,799 00
Royalston, . . . . . . j 38,885 00 -

Rutland, . . . . . . j 16,738 00
Shrewsbury, . . . . . j 18,565 00
Southborough, .....| - 13,738 00
Southbridge, .....| - , 100,53 b 00
Spencer, . . . . . . ' 33,166 00
Sterling, ......1 - 47,804 00
Sturbridge, .....j - 14.196 00
Sutton, ...... - 37,923 00
Templeton, . . . . . j 52,264 00
Upton, j - 2, 99
Uxbridge, j - 00
Warren, I -

3;b 7« 00
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WORCESTER COUNTY—Continued.

Cities and Towns. Loss. Gain.

Webster - $82,602 00
Westborough, - 201,879 00
West Boylston, $2,245 00
West Brookfield, .... 22,251 00 -

Westminster, ..... 47,202 00
Winehendon, - 41,638 00
Worcester, - 468,150 00

Note.— Gain in the valuation of the whole county, $838,954.

SUFFOLK COUNTY.

Boston _ $26,747,100 00
Chelsea, _ 521,806 00
North Chelsea, - 25,700 00
VVinthrop, _ 124,399 00

Total, $27,418,505 00
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RECAPITULATION.

COUNTIES Loss. Gain.

Barnstable, [ $221,335 00.
Berkshire, ! - $2,282,555 00Bristol, 3,224,610 00
Dukes, 303,740 00
Essex, 385,350 00
Franklin, _ 4,924 00Hampden, _ 2,058,043 00
Hampshire, - 1,022,429 00Middlesex, _ 6,467,703 00
Nantucket, 905,926 00
Norfolk, _ 1,765,533 00
Plymouth, 1,239,284 00
Suffolk, _ 27,418,505 00
Worcester, _ 853,953 00

$6,280,245 00 $41,873,645 00

Note.—Total gain in valuation of whole State, $35,554,401.

Bristol County.-—N. B.—Pawtucket taken off, . . $2,024,698 00
The real loss in valuation in Bristol Co. by depreciation, . 1,199,912 00

Berkshire County.—Error in Table of Aggregates of
1861, $86,415 00 -f 2,348,900 00

AN ACT
TO SECURE A UNIFORM DESCRIPTION AND APPRAISAL OF ESTATES

IN THE COMMONWEALTH FOR THE PURPOSES OF TAXATION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives, in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

Sect. 1. The secretary of the Commonwealth shall furnish to each
of the cities and towns in the State, on or before the first day of May in
each year, suitable blank books for the use of the assessors of said cities
and towns in the assessment of taxes; which books shall contain blank
columns, numbered from one to twenty-seven, inclusive, with uniform
headings for a valuation list, and blank tables for aggregates, in the
following form;—
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Sect. 2. The assessors in each of the several cities and towns shall
enter in the books, furnished in accordance with the provisions of the
preceding section, the valuation and assessment of the polls and estate
of the inhabitants assessed, in the following order;

In column number one. The names of the inhabitants or parties
assessed tor polls or estate.

In column number two. The number of polls for which any person
named in the preceding column is taxable.

In column number three. Total amount of cash tax on polls.
In column number four. The amount of each person’s whoje stock in

trade, including all goods, ware- and merchandise, at home or abroad,
of ratable estate, whether paid tor or otherwise.

In column number fine. A description of all ratable cash assets, viz.:
Amount ot money ai interest more than the person assessed pays interest
for, including public securities ; the amount of money on hand, including
dej Osits in any hank or in any savings hank which is not exempted by
law from taxation; the number of shares ol sleek which are taxable,
with the name ot the corpora ton in any batik, railroad, insurance, manu-
facturing or other incorporated company.

In column number six. The'true ratable value of the several items
enumerated in the preceding column, placed opposite the description of
said property or shares.

In column number seven. The true value of machinery used in all
kinds of rnahutaciuring establishments, including steam-engines, &c., the
value ot such machinery to be entered opposite the description of the
building in which it is used.

In columns number eight and nine. The whole number of taxable
live stock, including horses, mules, asses, oxen, cows, steers, heifers, sheep
and swine, each kind to be stated separately, with the value affixed to

each.
In columns number ten and eleven. Description of all-other ratable

personal estate not before enumerated, such as carriages, income, plate
furniture, tons of vessels, &c., with the true value of the same.

In column number twelve. The aggregate of each person’s ratable
personal estate.

In column number thirteen. The total fax on each person’s personal
estate.

In column number fourteen. Buildings of all kinds shall be described
in the following order;—

Dwelling-houses ; barns; shops of all kinds, naming their uses; stores;
warehouses ; distil-houses ; breweries; tanneries and other manufactories
of leather ; rope-walks; grist-mills; saw-mills; steam and other mills not

above enumerated; cotton factories, with the number of spindles and
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looms used in the same; woollen factories, with the number of sets of
cards used in the same ; linen factories, with the number of spindles and
looms: print works ; bleaoheries ; gas works ; paper mills ; card-factories ;

boot and shoe factories; India rubber factories; carriage and car fac-
tories ; piano-forte and musical instrument factories ; sewing-machine fac-
tories ; chair, pail, tub, and other wooden-ware factories ; oil-factories ;

glass factories; all kinds of iron and brass works, and other buildings not
above named.

In column numberfifteen. True value of buildings enumerated in the
preceding column placed opposite the description of the same, including
water wheels; such value to be exclusive of land and water-power and
of the machinery used in said buildings.

In columns numbers sixteen, seventeen and eighteen. A description by
name or otherwise of each and every lot of land assessed, the same placed
opposite the name of the person or party to whom it is taxable, with the
number of acres or feet in each lot; the number of quartz sand beds, of
stone quarries and ore beds; and the true value thereof.

In columns number nineteenand twenty. The number of superficial feet
ofwharf, and the total value of the same.

In column number twenty-one. The aggregate value of each person’s
taxable real estate.

In column number twenty-two. The total tax on real estate.
In column number twenty-three. The aggregate cash tax assessed to

each person on polls, personal and real estate.
In columns numbertwenty-four, twenty-five, twenty-six and twenty-seven.

The amount assessed for highway tax; on polls ; on personal estate; on
real estate; and the aggregate of the same.

Sect. 3. The assessors shall fill up the table of aggregates, by an
enumeration of the necessary items included in the lists of valuation and
assessments required by the preceding section, and shall, on or before
the first day of October in each of the first four years of each decade,
deposit in the office of the secretary of the Commonwealth an attested
copy ol the same, containing:—-

First —The total number of poll-.
Second. — The total tax on polls.
Hurd.— Ihe lotal tax on personal estate.
Fourth.—The total tax on real estate.
Fifth.—The total tax for state, county, and town purposes, including

highway tax.
Sixth. —The rate per cent, of total tax.
Seventh. —The total valuation of the city or town.
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Eighth. —Total number of dwelling-houses assessed.
Ninth.—Total number of horses assessed.
Tenth.—Total number of cows assessed.
Eleventh.—Total number of sheep assessed.
Twelfth.—The total number of acres of land assessed in the city or

town.
The assessors shall make similar returns in the first four years of the

last half of each decade ; and in every fifth and tenth year of each
decade, they shall deposit in the office of the secretary of the Common-
wealth, on or before the first day of October, a certified copy, under
oath, of the assessors’ books of those years, and said books thus depos-
ited shall contain an aggregate sheet properly filled in accordance with
the provisions of this act, which shall be in like manner certified by the
assessors, and in every fifth and tenth year of each decade, the secre-
tary shall furnish duplicate copies of blank books to the cities and towns
for the foregoing purpose: provided, however, that in the case of the
city of Boston, the returns, required by this section to be deposited in
the office of the secretary, may be thus deposited on or before the first
day of November, in the several years respectively.

Sect. 4 Thes ecretary of the Commonwealth shall cause to be
printed and bound in the books to be furnished for the use of the asses-
sors, a copy of this act, and such certificates as are required by the same
and by the General Statutes to be signed by the assessors, together with
such explanatory notes as may by him be deemed expedient, for the
purpose of securing uniformity of returns under the several headings;
and he shall compile and cause to be printed annually for the use of the
legislature the aggregate returns from the cities and towns in the Com-
monwealth arranged by counties, so as to exhibit the total valuation of
the towns, cities, counties, and state.

Sect. 5. If the assessors of any city or town shall neglect to com-

ply with the requirements of the second or third section of this act,
each assessor so neglecting shall forfeit a sum not exceeding two hun-
dred dollars. [Approved April 13, 1864.
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To AMEND SECTION THIRD OF THE ACT TO SECURE A UNIFORM
DESCRIPTION AND APPRAISAL OF ESTATES IN THE COMMON-
WEALTH FOR THE PURPOSE OP TAXATION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives, in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

The third section of the one hundred sixty-seventh chapter of the
acts of eighteen hundred and sixty-one, is hereby amended so as to
require that the assessors shall fill up the tableof aggregates, by inserting
under the third head the total value of personal estate, and under the
fourth head, the total value of real estate.—[Approved May 21, 1861.
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