
HOUSE... .No. 296.

[As amended, and ordered to a third reading.]

Four.

AN ACT
To provide for the Valuation of the Property of the

Commonwealth.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. The assessors of the several cities and
2 towns in the Commonwealth, for the year one
3 thousand eight hundred and sixty-four, shall, on or
4 before the first day of October next, transmit to the
5 secretary’s office, a true and attested copy of the

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
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6 valuation by which the town and county taxes were
7 made in their respective cities and towns for the year
8 one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, and said
9 copy shall embrace a full inventory or list of all the

10 items of property so valued; and shall, also, on or
11 before said first day of October next, deposit in the
12 office of the secretary, a certified copy, under oath, of
13 the assessors’ books and tables of aggregates, for the
14 said year, and the secretary shall, on or before the
15 first day of June, furnish duplicate copies of blank
16 books to the cities and towns for the foregoing pur-
-17 poses: provided, however , that in the case of the city
18 of Boston, the returns required by this section to be
19 deposited in the office of the secretary, may be thus
20 deposited on or before the first day of November, of
21 the present year.

1 Sect. 2. The assessors of the several cities and
2 towns in the Commonwealth for the year one thousand
3 eight hundred and sixty-five, shall, instead of the
4 certified copy of the assessors’ books and tables of
5 aggregates which by law they are now required to
6 deposit in the office of the secretary, on or before the
7 first day of October, eighteen hundred and sixty-five,
8 deposit in said office an attested copy of the table of
9 aggregates, which, by the third section of the one

10 hundred and sixty-seventh chapter of the acts of
11 eighteen hundred and sixty-one, they are required to
12 deposit in said office, the first four years of each
13 decade.

1 Sect. 3. Whenever it shall have been ascertained
2 by the assessors of any city or town that the aggre-
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3 gate values of their city or town, respectively, shall
4 have been diminished since the first day of May of
5 the preceding year, they shall return with the table of
6 aggregates, or books, which they are required by the
7 act of the year one thousand eight hundred and sixty-
-8 one, entitled “an act to secure a uniform description
9 and appraisal of estates in the Commonwealth, for

10 the purposes of taxation,” and the several acts in
11 addition thereto, to deposit in the office of the secre-
-12 tary, a statement in writing under oath of the causes
13 which, in their opinion, have produced such diminu-
-14 tion.

1 Sect. 4. A committee of the legislature, for the
2 year one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six, and
3 for every succeeding year, shall be appointed at the
4 commencement of the session, to consist of five mem-
-5 hers of the senate, and nine members of the house of
6 representatives, whose duty it shall be to examine the
7 returns of the assessors of the polls and estates of the
8 several cities and towns which may be made, agree-
-9 ably to the requirements of an act of the year one

10 thousand eight hundred and sixty-one, entitled “ an
11 act to secure a uniform description and appraisal of
12 estates in the Commonwealth, for the purposes of
13 taxation,” and an act of the same year in amendment
14 of the preceding act, and an act of the present session
15 entitled “an act to provide for the valuation of the
16 property of the Commonwealth.” And they shall
17 examine and equalize the same according to their best
18 judgment and discretion; and they shall estimate
19 the polls therein contained, of twenty years old and
20 upwards, at the rate of half a mill each on the one
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21 thousand dollars of tax; and shall estimate all the
22 estate therein contained at its true and just value;
23 and if any assessors shall neglect to make returns
24 conformably to said act, said committee shall ascertain
25 the polls and estates, and shall thereupon proceed to
26 estimate and equalize the same as aforesaid, and shall
27 make an addition thereto of twenty-five per centum
28 on the amount thereof; and they shall take such
29 measures as they may deem proper to correct any
30 informal, imperfect, or erroneous returns.

1 Sect. 5. If the assessors of any city or town shall
2 neglect to comply with the requirements of this act,
3 each assessor so neglecting shall forfeit a sum not
4 exceeding two hundred dollars.

1 Sect. 6. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.
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Resolved, That a committee of this legislature be appointed
to make a new valuation of the property of this Common-
wealth, to consist of seven members of the senate, and fourteen
members of the house of representatives, to be selected one
from each of the several counties.

Resolved
,

That said committee shall meet in the senate
chamber, in the recess of the general court, on the third day
of October next, in order to receive a certified copy of the
assessors’ books, and tables of aggregates for the year one
thousand eight hundred and sixty-four, agreeably to the
requirements of an act of the present session, entitled an act
to provide for the valuation of the property of the Common-
wealth ; and they shall examine and equalize the same, accord-
ing to their best judgment and discretion; and they shall
estimate the polls therein contained, of twenty years old and
upwards, at the rate of half a mill each on the one thousand
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RESOLVES
In relation to the Valuation of the Property of this Common-

wealth.
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dollars of tax; and shall estimate all the estate therein con-
tained at its true and just value. And if any assessors shall
neglect to make returns conformably to said act, said com-
mittee shall ascertain the polls and estates, and shall thereupon
proceed to estimate and equalize the same as aforesaid, and
shall make an addition thereto of twenty-five per centum on
the amount thereof; and they shall take such measures as
they may deem proper, to correct any informal, imperfect, or
erroneous returns.

Resolved, That said committee have power to fill any vacancy
■which may exist in their body, at the time of and during their
meeting in therecess of the general court, and such vacancy shall
be filled from the branch in which it may occur. They shall
choose a chairman, and be authorized to require such further
returns in addition to those provided by law from state, city and
town officers as may be necessary; to appoint a clerk and other
officers ; to cause to be executed all such printing as they may
deem to be expedient; and to procure such stationery and other
articles as shall be required; and do such other acts and things
as may be necessary for the convenient dispatch of their
business; and they shall make report of their doings to the
next general court.


