
HOUSE.....No. 330.

House of Representatives May 2, 1864.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the
Bill from the Senate, entitled an Act concerning Taxes upon
Polls, (Senate, No. 189,)

That upon an examination of the Bill it appears to be an Act
for levying a tax upon the people of the Commonwealth by
increasing the amount now levied upon each male inhabitant
above the age of twenty years.

The constitution of this State provides that “ all money bills
shall originate in the House of Representatives, but the Senate
may propose or concur with amendments as on other bills.” The
corresponding provision in the United States isas follows :

“ all
bills for raising revenue shall originate in the House of Repre-
sentatives, but the Senate may propose or concur with amend-
ments as on other bills.” The constitutions of the several
States contain a similar provision. The principle is borrowed
from the English constitution, in which it is held to be a funda-
mental principle that all bills imposing a charge upon the people
must originate in the House of Commons, and therefore “ every
private bill which contains provisions for rates, tolls, penalties,
or other charges, (under which description the greater number
of private bills is embraced,) should be introduced and first
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passed in the House of Commons,” while by practice, bills
touching “ estates, naturalization,names, and divorce, and such
as relate to the peerage,” are first brought into the House of
Lords.

Controversies have not unfrequently arisen in this country as
to the meaning of the term “ money bills,” and while the
construction of the words has been generally held to include all
bills appropriating money to the support of government, the
Committee believe that the practice of regarding tax bills as
money bills has been universal.

Without, therefore, offering any opinion upon the propriety
of the proposed law, the Committee recommend that the Bill
be rejected.

TAPPAN WENTWORTH, Chairman.


