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House op Repeesentatives, May 4,1864.

The Committee on Horse Railways, who were instructed by
an Order of the thirtieth March, to inquire into the expediency
of appointing a Commission to investigate matters in relation
to the affairs of Horse Railways, offer the following Resolve.

Per order,

HENRY SOUTHER.

(JTommomuenltl) of itlassadjusetts.



2 [May,RESOLVE.

RESOLVE

Concerning Street Railways.

Resolved , That the governor, by and with the advice of the
council, be, and he hereby is, authorized to appoint a commis-
sion of three competent and skilful persons to examine into the
relations of street railways to the cities and towns in which the
same are located, the relations of connecting street railways to
each other, whether it be advisable for the legislature further
to provide for the mode of operation of street railways, the
manner of using their tracks in winter, the motive-power to be
employed, or the system of commutation tickets to be adopted;
as to the expediency of providing by law for the improvement
of the street railway system in the city of Boston, by removing
any tracks now laid and laying other tracks, the expediency of
allowing omnibuses to run through the same streets in which
cars are run, the expediency of legislation requiring depot
accommodations to be furnished, and any other matters relating
to street railways upon which they may deem the public interest
requires further legislation.

Said commission is hereby authorized to hear all the parties
interested in said matters, and, for this purpose, to give due

Commcmißcaltl) of ittaosa^usetto.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and’Sixty-Four.
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notice to every such corporation, and to every city or town in
which any street railway is located, of the time and place of
such hearing, by sending a written notice to the clerk of such
corporation, city or town, at least fourteen days before such
time, and by publishing a notice thereof in one or more papers
published in the city of Boston, for such time as said commis-
sion may deem proper ; and said commission shall consider and
report to the nest legislature upon all the subjects submitted to
them, and shall also draft and report a bill containing such
provisions as they shall deem necessary and expedient.

The compensation of said commissioners shall be fixed by the
governor at such sum, for each day spent in the business of the
commission, as he shall deem equitable, and the amount thereof
shall be paid by the treasurer of the Commonwealth, and by
him shall be assessed upon the several street railway corpora-
tions in proportion to their paid up capital, according to their
last returns to the legislature. In case any such corporation
shall neglect, for thirty days after written notice from the
treasurer, to pay the amount so assessed, the treasurer shall
institute an action in the name of and for the benefit of the
Commonwealth, and shall be entitled to recover thereon the
amount assessed on such company, with interest at the rate of
ten per centum per annum, from the date of said notice,
together with the costs of action.




