
house .... .No. 368.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-Four.

RESOLVE

Providing for an amendment of the Constitution to secure the
Elective Franchise to the Voters of this Commonwealth,
absent therefrom in the military and naval service of the
United States.

Resolved, By both houses, (the same being agreed to by
a majority of the senators, and two-thirds of the members of the
house ofrepresentatives present and voting thereon,) that it is
expedient to alter the constitution of this Commonwealth by
adopting the subjoined article of amendment, and that the
same, as thus agreed to, be entered on the journals of both
houses, with the yeas and nays taken thereon, and referred to
the general court next to be chosen, and that the same be pub-
lished, to the end that if agreed to by the general court next
to be chosen, in the manner provided by the constitution, it
may be submitted to the people for their approval and ratifica-
tion, in order that it may become a part of the constitution of
this Commonwealth.

'Sommomiicnltl) of iltassadjusctts.



2 AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION. [May, ’64.

Article of Amendment.
1 Any qualified voter of this Commonwealth who
2 shall be absent therefrom in the actual military or
3 naval service of the United States, on the day ap-
-4 pointed by law for holding a general election within
5 this Commonwealth, or on any day appointed by law
6 for holding a special election for the choice of any
7 officer that may be voted for at a general election, shall
8 be entitled, at such times, to vote as fully as if present
9 at his place of residence.

House of Representatives, April 13, 1864.
The foregoing resolve and article of amendment are agreed

to by the house of representatives, two-thirds of the members
present and voting thereon having voted in the affirmative.

Sent up for concurrence.
W. S. Robinson, Clerk.

Senate, May 6, 1864.
The foregoing article of amendment is amended by the

senate, by substituting therefor the following, to wit:

Article of Amendment.
1 The general court shall have power to provide by
2 law, the manner in which any qualified voter of this
3 Commonwealth, who is absent in the time of war, in
4 the military or naval service of the United States,
5 may vote in the choice of any officer that may be
6 voted for at a general election.

And the foregoing resolve and article of amendment, as

amended, are agreed to by the senate in concurrence, a majority
of the members present and voting thereon, having voted in the
affirmative.

And the amendment is sent down for concurrence.
S. N. Gifford, Clerk.


