
HOUSE... .No. 379.

House op Representatives, May 11,1864.

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the Bill to
provide for the appointment of an Agent to procure the
claims of the Widows and Orphans of deceased soldiers, and
for soldiers of Massachusetts, disabled in the military service
of the United States,

That the principles of the Bill are undoubtedly correct, and
that at an earlier day of the session it would have been recom-
mended to the attention of the House for its favorable reception,
but considering it a measure of great importance, and one
requiring careful consideration, they recommend that the Bill
be printed, and referred to the next general court.

Per order,
F. FORBES.

(Eommonromltl) of i^Taooacliusctts.

REPORT:
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AN ACT
To provide for the Appointment of a Special Agent to

forward and prosecute the Claims of the Widows and
Orphans of deceased Soldiers, and for Soldiers of
Massachusetts disabled in the Military Service of the
United States.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, asfollows :—

1 Section 1. The governor shall appoint some
2 competent person, who shall reside in the city of
3 Boston, as special agent, whose sole duty it shall he
4 to act for all widows and orphans, residents of the
5 state, whose husbands and fathers have lost their lives
6 while in the service of the United States, and for all
7 soldiers, resident of this state, who have been disabled
8 while in said service, in preparing, forwarding, and
9 collecting from the proper departments at the city of

€ommonu)caltl) of ittassacljusctto.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
Four.
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10 Washington, all claims for back pay, bounty, and
11 pensions due them from the United States, or that
12 may hereafter become due, without any cost or charge
13 whatever to said claimants for the prosecution and
14 collection of said claims.

1 Sect. 2. Said agent shall cause due notice of his
2 appointment to be given, and keep it before the
3 public, with such general directions and instructions
4in regard to such claims as he shall deem best. Said
5 agent shall procure and keep for distribution all the
6 necessary forms of proof and blanks to be filled up by
7 the claimants, and shall keep a record of all claims
8 received, forwarded, and collected, with a full abstract
9 of the same, and report to each regular meeting of the

10 general assembly the number of claimants, the char-
-11 acter and amount of claims received and collected,
12 and such other facts in regard to the results and
13 operations of said agency as may be important or
14 interesting to the public to know. Said agency may
15 be discontinued by the governor when the public

■l6 interest, in his judgment, shall no longer require the
17 same; and the records of the office shall be delivered
18 to the secretary of state, and remain in his office.
19 Said agent shall be allowed for his services at the rate
20 of three thousand dollars per annum, and contingent
21 expenses for his office, including stationery, blanks,
22 and postage, a sum sufficient to meet bills for the
23 same, to be duly audited by the auditor of state, said
24 accounts to be rendered quarterly, and if found to be
25 just and proper, the auditor shall draw his warrant
26 for the same upon the treasurer, who shall pay it
27 out of any money in the treasury not otherwise
28 appropriated.
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1 Sect. 3. The county commissioners are hereby
2 authorized to appoint at their first meeting after the
3 passage of this act, in their counties respectively,
4 some competent person or persons to act as local
5 agent or agents in their counties respectively; such
6 appointment being subject to the approval of the gov-
-7 ernor and council. It shall be the duty of such local
8 agent or agents to take charge of and prepare, when-
-9 ever requested, all necessary papers to obtain claims,

10 bounties and pensions due to such widows, orphans,
11 and disabled soldiers residing within their respective
12 counties, without charge to such claimants, and shall
13 forward all such claims and papers to the special
14 agent at Boston, with whom they shall correspond,
15 and from whom they shall receive all the necessary
16 blanks and forms ; and when received by the special
17 agent at Boston in proper form, he shall be charged
18 with the duty and responsibility of forwarding and
19 collecting the same; and shall keep the local county
20 agent informed of what may occur from time to time,
21 and notify him of the collection thereof, and pay over
22 the same to the said agent, or the claimant upon the
23 proper receipt and vouchers therefor.

1 Sect. 4. In case the county commissioners shall
2 fail to appoint a local agent or agents in their coun-
-3 ties respectively, within thirty days after the passage
4 of this act, the special agent shall appoint such local
5 agent or agents in such respective county, subject to
6 the approval of the governor and council ; such local
7 agents shall be so appointed and distributed as to be
8 conveniently accessible to the claimants who may
9 avail themselves of this act.
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1 Sect. 5. Said county agents shall be paid for their
2 services by their respective counties such compensa-
-3 tion as may be agreed upon, or shall be deemed just
4 and reasonable; and the special agent shall audit all
5 accounts for services rendered by the said local agents;
6 and the county treasurer shall pay, in the respective
7 counties, all such bills of services performed as
8 have been approved by the special agent; provided,

9 that no local agent shall receive a greater compensa-
-10 tion for his services than what is legal, or may be,
11 under the laws of the United States.

1 Sect. 6. The special agent, before entering upon
2 the duties of his office and within thirty days after his
3 appointment, shall file his bond in the sum of ten
4 thousand dollars with security approved by the gov-
-5 ernor, in the office of the secretary of state, for the
6 faithful discharge of said duties. Said county agents
7 shall give bond respectively in such amounts and with
8 such security as the county commissioners appointing
9 them shall prescribe, conditioned for the faithful

10 discharge of their duties.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect and be in force
2 from and after its passage.




