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House of Representatives, January 30, 1807.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the
Petition of Solomon F. Webquish and others, Herring Pond
Indians, for a law protecting kelp and seaweed on the shores of
their lands, have considered the same, and report the accom-
panying Bill.

Per order,

GEO. MARSTON.

Commomucaltl) of ilTassadjusctte.



9 HERRING POND PLANTATION.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
Seven.

AN ACT
Concerning taking Kelp and Seaweed upon lands of the

Herring Pond Plantation.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

CommomDcalll) of iHassacfjusetts

1 Sect. 1. The treasurer of the Herring Pond Plan-
-2 tation is hereby authorized to sell, from time to time,
3 at public or private sale, as he shall judge to be most
4 for the interest of said plantation, the right to take
5 and remove kelp and seaweed upon the beaches and
6 shores of the common and undivided lands of said
7 plantation, and of the lands reserved for the use and
8 occupation of the Herring Pond Indians, for such
9 time, not exceeding three years at any one sale, as he

10 shall see tit; and the purchaser at such sale shall
11 have, during the time covered by such sale, all the
12 rights and privileges to take and remove kelp and
13 seaweed on said beaches and shores, which the said



31867.] HOUSE—No. 49.

14 plantation or said Indians miglxt have; and may bring
15 any suit in his own name which may be necessary to
16 enforce such rights ; and in any such suit, the pre-
-17 sumption of title shall be the same as is provided in
18 the following section.

1 Sect. 2. If any person shall take any kelp or
2 seaweed from the beaches or shores aforesaid, without
3 right, the treasurer of the Herring Pond Plantation
4 may bring an action of tort, in his own name, as such
5 treasurer, to recover for the value thereof and for the
6 damage done thereby to said lands; and if it shall
7 appear, at the trial of such action, that such kelp or
8 seaweed was taken from any of the beaches, shores or
9 lands aforesaid, the presumption shall be in favor of

10 the right of said treasurer to recover therefor; but
11 the defendant may plead and showr a right to take
12 such kelp or seaweed, in defence of such action.




