
HOUSE No. 58.

Boston , January 80, 1867.

The Directors of the Western "Railroad Corporation on the
part of the State, in obedience to the Order of the House of
Representatives, adopted on the eleventh instant, have the
honor to state that the report submitted by them at an early
day in the session, under the requirement of the Resolve of
1866, was intended to be confined to a statement of facts, under
the impression then entertained by us that the terms of the
Resolves did not contemplate the expression of an opinion as to
what changes, if any, could be beneficially made in the present
or future management of the road.

The Order which wo now comply with, requests our opinion,
and requires us to make such suggestions as appear proper for
increasing the usefulness of this line of road to the public,
with a due regard to the amount of public and private capital
invested in the corporation.

We intended to make a full statement of all the improve-
ments completed and now in progress, and referring to the
statements then made, to the large accession of traffic already
realized, and to be still further increased when the present
plans for improvement shall be finished, anticipating also a
reduction in rates which must follow this increase, and towards
which action has been had by the Board, we state, with entire
unanimity, that in our opinion no change in the management
of the Western Railroad, under the limitation of its present
chartered powers, can be reasonably asked for.
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Our opinions are based upon a careful inspection of the whole
road and its property, a frequent intercourse with its officers,
and close observation of its extended operations, and the mode
of conducting the same.

We believe the officers of the road to be fully alive to the
demands of an increasing business, and the probable future
exigencies of the traffic, and determined to make ample
provision for the same.

The undersigned do not wish to be understood, however, as
expressing the opinion that nothing can be done in other direc-
tions to increase the usefulness of the road to the State and the
city of Boston. On the contrary, they believe that a road orig-
inally projected for the purpose of opening an avenue from the
seaboard to the great West, can never accomplish its highest
benefits to the public, so long as its line terminates at a point
forty-four miles from a commercial port, the natural eastern
terminus to which its principal traffic tends.

The difficulties attending the division of receipts, the settle-
ments of losses, damages and detentions, the economical and
efficient use of cars, and all the numerous questions which it
is not necessary to particularize, but with which the public are
already too familiar, and which cannot well be avoided between
independent corporations forming such a line, forbid the strict
unity and efficiency which the public have a right to ask, and
for lack of which the Western Railroad ought not alone to be
held responsible.

We therefore respectfully suggest that in order to accomplish
the original designs, power be granted by the legislature to the
Western Railroad to establish its eastern terminus, with suffi-
cient depot accommodations, in Boston, with authority to
approach the same by permanent contracts of transportation
with any road now terminating in that city, or by an extension
of its own road to that point.

GEO. A. SHAW.
JONA. BOURNE, Jr.
SYLYANDER JOHNSON.
MOSES KIMBALL.


