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House of Representatives, February 2,1867.

The Committee on Federal Relations, to whom was referred
the Petition of Addison Gage and others in relation to a
duty on ice, present the following

The material facts bearing upon this matter are found in the
Memorial of the petitioners which is as follows :

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives.
The undersigned, interested in the ice business, having

learned that the new Tariff Bill now before Congress admits
ice from the British Provinces free, beg to submit a few facts in
relation to the trade, and respectfully request your honorable
body to take such action as may seem for the interests of your
constituents.

The first cargo of ice ever exported as merchandise was
shipped from Charlestown by Frederic Tudor, Esq., in the
month of February, 1805 ; and Massachusetts has continued
until within a few years to almost entirely monopolize the
export trade, and can continue to do so, provided it is pro-
tected against certain elements beyond our control.

<£ommonumilt() of Massachusetts.

REPORT
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The whole amount of ice shipped from Boston in 1866 was
160,000 tons, loading 450 vessels, which was worth, on ship-
hoard, including freight paid vessels for transporting the same
to the port of destination, $1,000,000, nearly every dollar of
which comes into the State for an article which has no other
value than the labor put upon it.

There is invested $500,000 in ice-houses at the different
lakes and ponds where ice is housed for export, which will be a
total loss unless the business is continued here.

The principal items which constitute the cost of ice are,
labor, freight over the railroads from the ponds to the wharf,
sawdust and lumber for protecting the ice on shipboard, and
freight of the vessel to transport the same to the Southern
ports, all of which have been more or less affected by the war.

The price of labor is double what it is in the Provinces.
The ponds from which a large portion of the ice for export is
taken, are located about five miles from the shipping-point, and
wo have to pay seventy-two cents per ton for transportation,
including eight cents per ton wharfage ; while at Halifax, it is
transported over a railroad ten miles for fifteen cents per ton,
including wharfage, making a difference of fifty-seven cents per
ton in favor of Halifax.

The whole amount paid by the different dealers for sawdust,
was, last year, about $30,000, or about $3.50 per .cord, while at
Halifax it can be had at fifty cents per cord.

All ice shipped coastwise must be in American bottoms;
and the war having made such sad havoc with our commerce,
makes it much more expensive than formerly.

It is only since the war began that the attention of the
people of the Provinces has been called to the trade. One of
the Southern ports in the United States was entirely supplied
from Halifax last year, and other ports partially.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
Addison Gage & Co.
Daniel Draper & Sons.

The production and manufacture of ice as an article of
export are confined to New England. Indeed, in her early days,
the barrenness of Massachusetts was the subject of the taunt
that her only exports were granite and ice. A comparison of
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her material resources with those of nearly all other sections
of the country reveals too clearly the fact and the reasons of
this deficiency. Such a state of things would seem to be
conclusive that, in arranging a tariff upon imports, Congress
should not, at least, discriminate against these two articles
which, as natural products, are still almost our sole articles of
export.

The petitioners do not ask for a duty on ice on the ground
of special protection to their interests ; but they ask that while
the peculiar state of things growing ont of the war and the
condition of the currency, has very largely increased the cost
of manufacture and transportation, they are entitled to such
consideration as will tend to offset the burdens thus imposed.

The whole product of the business of these petitioners is
applied to the retail traffic in ice for Boston and immediate
vicinity, and to export. The imposition of a small duty would
not, in the judgment of the Committee, affect the price to
consumers in Massachusetts, as no ice is now or can profitably
be imported into Massachusetts. The cost of transportation
from foreign ports is sufficient protection. But such a duty
would give New England ice-dealers something like a fair
competition with foreign shippers for the supply of Southern
ports.

The Committee recommend the passage of the accompanying
Resolutions.

Per order,

F. W. BIRD.
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RESOLUTIONS

Relating to a Duty on Ice.

Whereas, The legislation contemplated in the tariff bill now
before congress presses hardly upon important New England
interests, particularly by imposing high duties upon certain
raw materials without adequate compensation by corresponding
duties upon foreign fabrics; and,

Whereas, It would seem equitable that if such a system is
to be persevered in, New England interests thus injuriously
affected should be correspondingly protected ; and,

Whereas, The admission of ice, without duty, invites the
importation of ice from the British provinces to an extent to
damage seriously the large capital invested in the ice business,
and ultimately to destroy the business; therefore,

Resolved, That our senators and representatives in congress
be requested to exert their influence to secure such a duty
upon ice, as shall compensate in some degree for the additional
cost which the peculiar condition of affairs imposes upon this
with other branches of manufactures.

Resolved, That the governor be requested to transmit copies
of this resolve to our senators and representatives in congressi

(ftommomucaltl) of iHassocljusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-Seven.


