
HOUSE No. 133.

House of Representatives, February 25, 1867.

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred the Resolve
“ to provide for improvements at the State Prison, ”

That the same ought to pass, with an amendment striking
out the words “ the same to be expended under the direction
of the warden and inspectors of said prison,” and inserting
the words “ the said improvements and expenditures to be
made under the direction of the governor and council.”

MOSES KIMBALL, Chairman.

€cmimcntu)calt!) of illassacljusctls.
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The Joint Standing Committee on Prisons, to whom was
referred the Report of the Board of Inspectors, and the War-
den of the State Prison, have considered so much of the
same as refers to the enlargement of the prison, and make
the following

There were in the State prison on the first day of this month,
546 prisoners. The criminal terms of Suffolk, Essex, Middle-
sex and Worcester have just commenced, with a large number
of prisoners to be tried. The number who will be sent to the
prison from these counties, within a month, will be at least 25,
and probably more.

The number of prisoners received from February Ist, 1866,
to January Ist, 1867, was 182. The number discharged by
expiration of sentence and pardon, was 85,—making a net gain
of 97. It is estimated by the warden, after an examination of
the records, that about 85 will be discharged before January
Ist, 1868,—and that in the same time, at least 120 will be
received. But, if we may judge from the present state of the
dockets of the criminal courts, the number will be at least as
large as it was last year, 185.

There seems to be every probability that there will be 600
prisoners on January Ist, 1868. By the provisions of law,
each of these prisoners is to be confined in a separate cell.

The whole number of cells in the new prison, is . . 554
Number of cells in the hospital, 14

“ “ “ arch, . . . . .14

In all, 582

Those in the hospital cannot be used for well prisoners ;

those in the arch are not such as should be used for orderly
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prisoners, but might be used for those put into solitary confine-
ment, for which purpose 12 to 14 cells are constantly required.
This leaves only 554 cells which can be used for the ordinary
purposes of the prison ; so that it will soon be impossible for
the warden to comply with the law and give each prisoner a
separate cell.

That portion of the .prison, beyond the west wing, known as
the old prison, which was formerly used as the house of the
warden and officers, can be easily made into a continuation of
the west wing, at comparatively small cost. No use is now
made of this building, except that the lower story is used as a
store-room. A store-room can be fitted up under the arch.

Careful estimates have been made, and it is the opinion of
the Committee, that the old prison can be altered and made
part of the west wing,—loo new cells built and furnished—-
a new store-room made and now windows put into the hospital,
which are needed for ventilation,—for $47,000. At least $7,000
of this would be returned to the State from old materials which
could be sold, and from the labor of prisoners, who can bo
employed in making the alterations,—so that the net cost to
the State will be about $40,000.

By section 4 of the General Statutes, it is provided, that
“ The governor, with the advice and consent of the council,
may, from time to time, cause additional buildings to be erected,
or alterations to be made in the existing buildings of the (State)
prison, so that there shall be at all times as many separate
cells, as there are convicts in the prison ”—but for obvious
reasons it is better that the legislature should consider the
matter, and make such appropriations as seem proper, before
any work is done.

Your Committee respectfully recommend the passage of the
accompanying Resolve.

For the Committee,

CHARLES DEMON!).
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RESOLVE

To provide for improvements at the State Prison.

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the treasury
of the Commonwealth a sum not exceeding fifty thousand dol-
lars, for the purpose of extending the west wing, providing
additional cells and furnishing the same, fitting up a store-
room, and putting new windows into the hospital; the same to
be expended under direction of the warden and inspectors of
said prison, and payable upon properly approved vouchers filed
with the auditor.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-Seven.

(Hcnnmomucaltl) of ittassacljusctts.


