
HOUSE.... No. 163.

House op Representatives, March 5, 1867.

The Committee on Printing, to whom was referred the Order
of February 20th, instructing the Committee to “ consider
the expediency of a subscription to the forthcoming work of
General William Schouler, to be entitled ‘ Massachusetts in
the Rebellion,’ the same to be furnished to towns and public
libraries,” have considered the subject, and submit the
following

The Committeee instructed one of their number (Mr. Kim-
ball, of Lynn,) to notify General Schouler that such an Order
had been referred to the Committee on Printing, and that a
hearing upon the subject would be given him. To this notice
the following answer was received ; and as the letter, in some
degree, sets forth the purpose and character of the work in
question, your Committee have thought it proper to embody it
entire in this Report:—

Boston, Mass., February 26, 1867.
Rufus Kimball, Esq.,

House of Representatives:
Dear Sir,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your

letter of the 25th instant, and to thank you for the information it con-
tains. lam certainly greatly obliged to the gentleman who introduced
the Order, and to the Committee for notifying me of the hearing. I
shall be present.

Commomucnttl) of iilassncljusctts.

REPORT:
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Allow me to add : The book will be a volume of at least six hundred
pages, printed in handsome type, and neatly bound, and will be sold at
five dollars a volume.

I intend it shall contain a clear and distinct narrative of what Massa-
chusetts did in the war. My Annual Reports, which the legislature
always regarded with favor, contain very full narratives of our different
regiments and batteries. I believe this idea was original with me.
Other adjutant-generals adopted my plan, but none, I think, succeeded
so well.

These reports were written and prepared by me for publication, after
the usual office hours. I have remained in the office till ten o’clock at
night for months together, working on them ; and when they were sent
to (he legislature each year, ten thousand extra copies were ordered to
be printed. For my report in 1862, the legislature made me a present
of five hundred dollars ; for all the rest I got nothing. I never asked
for any extra pay for them, and I never shall.

I have, in these reports, told what our gallant officers and soldiers
did in the great war. My purpose in my contemplated history is to
put these narratives in compact form, and also to give a comprehensive
review of our legislative proceedings during the war; also of what was

done by the executive and other departments of the State; and
especially of the cities and towns, including the Sanitary and Christian
Commissions, so far as relates to our State.

To do these things well, will require considerable time and a great
deal of work. It will also be attended with considerable expense, as I
shall have to make at least one journey to Washington, and remain
there several days examining the files in the war department.

There are more than two hundred volumes of letters in the State
House which relate to the part Massachusetts took in the war. These,
or a considerable portion of them, will have to be examined and noted.

I expect, however, if my health is preserved, to complete the work
by the beginning of November next.
If the legislature shall give the enterprise its favorable regard, I

shall deem it not only a great honor, but a great help.
Respectfully yours,

William Schooler.

General Schouler appeared before the Committee and gave a
general outline of the wr ork which he is now preparing, and
which, when finished, will, without doubt, prove to be an
interesting and valuable record of what Massachusetts, both in
its military and civil capacity, did, during the five years of the
rebellion, to sustain the government and the national cause.
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The plan of the author, as explained to your Committee, is to
record everything relating to the attitude of Massachusetts
toward the general government and the great conflict in which
it was engaged ; and thus perpetuate, not only the heroic deeds
of our defenders, but the loyalty, the sacrifices, and the abound-
ing patriotism of our people during the whole period of the war.
It is designed to make the work entirely accurate, and
so complete as to leave no essential fact unrecorded. It will,
as far as possible, contain everything relating to the home side
of the conflict, and narrate the prominent events connected
with the generosity, philanthropy and patience of the masses,
the action of the several departments of the State administra-
tion, and the conspicuous performances of institutions and
individuals—making a complete and exhaustive exposition of
the great work done by Massachusetts from the beginning to
the close of the rebellion.

It is not necessary, nor would it, perhaps, be proper for your
Committee to enter into a more extended statement of the pur-
poses of this work. Certain it is that no State has a more noble
record in connection with the war than Massachusetts, and
there is scarcely a family within her limits which is not directly
interested in the perpetuation of the record.

The reports of General Schouler, made during the war, as
adjutant-general, his experience, opportunities, and known
abilities as a ready writer, prove him to be eminently qualified
to perform the duty of writing the history of “ Massachusetts in
the Rebellion.”

The legislatures of several States have authorized the appoint-
ment of a historiographer, to collect facts and prepare, at a
large expense, a succinct history of the part borne by them in
the war. The most important part of this service, however,
was well performed for Massachusetts, by General Schouler
while he was acting as adjutant-general. He preserved the
facts as fast as they were developed, and wrote out the war
history of this State, while the events were fresh ; and for this
reason it is now spared the expense, delay and great difficulties
which are being encountered by other States in the collection
of materials and facts for their respective histories. It may be
an interesting fact, in this connection to state, that, in addition
to other duties, General Schouler during the period of the wr ar
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wrote over twenty-five thousand official autograph letters, relat-
ing to the part borne by Massachusetts in the rebellion. Copies
of these letters, in fifty bound volumes, are now on file in the
adjutant-general’s office. This fact may be regarded as good
evidence of his interest in, and familiarity with the subject
upon which he is now writing.

In view, therefore, of all the facts in the premises, the inter-
est which the public have in the work, the past public services
of its author, and his qualifications for the performance of the
duty he has undertaken to perform, your Committee are of
opinion that it is expedient for the legislature to take such
action as will encourage and to some extent aid him in the
completion of a history, in the correctness and right character
of which, the entire Commonw’ealth have a deep and abiding
interest. We, therefore, unanimously recommend the State to
take one thousand copies of General Schouler’s history of
“ Massachusetts in the Rebellion,” to be distributed as proposed
in the Resolve accompanying this Report.

J. S. POTTER, Chairman.
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RESOLVE

To authorize the Purchase and Distribution of one thousand
copies ofSchouler’s History of “ Massachusetts in the Rebel-
lion.”

Resolved
,

That the secretary of the Commonwealth be, and
he is hereby authorized and directed to purchase one thousand
copies of a “ History of Massachusetts in the Rebellion,” by
William Schouler, late adjutant-general, now in process of prep-
aration, and cause the same to be distributed, or delivered on
call, as follows, namely: to the state library, six copies; to
each of the cities and towns of the Commonwealth, each incor-
porated library association, and the several colleges and societies
designated in the second section of chapter three of the General
Statutes, except law library societies, one copy ; to each officer,
member and clerk of the executive, legislative, educational
and military departments of the government, and the reporters
for the press in regular attendance upon the legislature, sev-
erally for the present year, one copy; to the library of congress,
two copies; and to the libraries of the several states and terri-
tories of the United States, one copy each. And any remaining
volumes of said book shall be in the custody of the secretary,
and may be disposed of in such manner as the committee on
printing, for the time being, shall approve.

CommouiDcaltl) of iltassadjwsette.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-Seven.




