
HOUSE No. 177. '

House op Representatives, March 11, 1867.

Report OfThe Committee on Railways and Canals. !, to whom was referred
the Petition of E. Hartshorn and others to require the Agri-
cultural Branch Railroad Company to furnish the town of
Berlin with proper and convenient depot accommodations,
have considered the subject and submit the following

The Agricultural Branch Railroad passes through the town
of Berlin, and in going westward leaves the villages of Centre
and South Berlin on the right, and passes through the village
of West Berlin, where there are station and depot accommoda-
tions, which, it is admitted, arc quite sufficient for the locality.

The petitioners represent that the location of a station at
West Berlin does not best accommodate the people of the whole
town, and urge the establishment of another station at, or the
removal of the present station to a point on the road about a
couple of miles to the eastward of the present station, and
nearer to the village of South Berlin by about that distance,
and to the village of Centre Berlin by a few rods.

To the point indicated by the petitioners there are at present
no roads cither from Centre or South Berlin, though it was
assorted that the town would construct them, if a railroad sta-
tion was established there. Of this, however, no one could
give a positive assurance.

(tfommomumltl) of illassacfjusctto.

REPORT:



AGRICULTURAL BRANCH RAILROAD. [Mar. ’O7.

Much testimony was presented to the Committee, which, in
their view of the case, it is not necessary to recite. They have
not felt called upon to decide upon the best location for a sta-
tion in the town of Berlin in the first instance, but whether or
not it is reasonable to require the railroad corporation to
remove the existing station, or erect and maintain another in
that town.

The Committee arc of opinion that there should be at present
but one station in the town ; that the population and business
of the place warrant no more, and is in fact so inconsiderable
that the railroad corporation would be glad to be relieved for
the present from the necessity of maintaining any.

In locating the station in the town of Berlin, the railroad
corporation appear to have been influenced and controlled by a
consideration of the public convenience and desire, and to have
acted in entire good faith.

The point at which the petitioners request that a new station
shall be established, was originally selected by the corporation
as the place which would best accommodate the people of the
whole town, provided the town would construct the necessary
roads. The material for the building had been hauled to the
spot, and a piece of side track laid, when a petition signed by
an actual majority of the voters of the town, and among them
some of the most urgent of the present petitioners, was pre-
sented to the directors, requesting that the location should be
changed to West Berlin. The directors complied, and forth-
with erected there a station-house at an expense of about three
thousand dollars.

Under these circumstances the Committee think it would be
unreasonable and unjust at present, and until the public inter-
ests acquire more importance to require the railroad corpora-
tion, which has just completed and opened its road, and has no
funds in its treasury, to incur the considerable expense, either
of removing the present station-house or of building and main-
taining another in the town of Berlin; and they therefore
recommend that the petitioners have leave to withdraw.

JOSHUA C. STONE.

order of the Committee,
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