
HOUSE.... No. 185.

House of Representatives, March 14, 1867.

Report OfThe Committee on Insurance., to whom was referred the Peti-
tion of James M. Sargent ofLynn, and others, on the subject
of incendiary fires, submit the following

The Committee heard the petitioners, and gave due considera-
tion to the subject referred to them. It appears that in several
localities in the State, fires have been of late very frequent, and
■where the circumstances made it certain that they were pur-
posely set. From these circumstances the petitioners asked for
a law that should be substantially a renewal of the Act relating
to fire inquests.

This law was passed in 1854, and continued in force until
the revision of the statutes in 1860. It was analogous to a
coroner’s inquest in cases of homicide, providing, upon com-
plaint before a magistrate, for a jury of six men to view the
locality of the fire, inquire into its origin, reduce the testimony
of witnesses thereon to writing, and return the same, with a
certificate of the result of their inquiries, to the magistrate.
It was claimed that by this means facts could be often ascer-
tained which would lead to a detection of the incendiaries, and
the fear of an inquest would prevent the setting of fires. It
appears that at the time of the revision of the statutes the
commissioners reported an Act similar to that in force, and
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that, upon full consideration, it was not incorporated into the
General Statutes. The reasons were principally that the law
had been very seldom used in any part of the Commonwealth
during the six years it was in force, and, in some instances, it
had been the means of exciting unjust suspicions against inno-
cent persons by parties interested in the loss.

Your Committee, therefore, as a result of their consideration
of the subject, have come to the same conclusion as the com-
missioners, and deem it inexpedient to legislate thereon, and
report that the petitioners have leave to withdraw.

For the Committee,
L. S. HAPGOOD.


