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House op Representatives, April 9, 1867.

The Committee on Horse Railroads, to whom was recommitted
the Bill relating to the Broadway Railroad Company, and to
whom was also referred sundry Petitions in aid of the-Peti-
tion of said company, and also numerous Remonstrances
against allowing any more cars of the Broadway Railroad
Company to be run upon the tracks of the Metropolitan Rail-
road Company north of Essex Street in Boston, have consid-
ered the same, and

The Metropolitan Railroad Company was established in the
year eighteen hundred and fifty-three, for the purpose of trans-
porting passengers and property in the city of Boston, and
between Boston and Roxbury. At an early day it had obtained
locations from the board of aldermen, and built a continuous
line of track along Tremont Street, Cornhill and Washington
Street, in such manner that cars going in one direction only,
and making a circuit, could reach Scollay’s Building,so called,
in the central part of the city.

The Broadway Railroad Company was incorporated in the
year eighteen hundred and fifty-four, for the purpose of carry
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ing passengers and property between City Point and Dorchester
Avenue in South Boston. Subsequently, in eighteen hundred
and fifty-seven, the board of aldermen was authorized to extend
the location of the company’s tracks over any street in Boston.
In eighteen hundred and sixty-one, the legislature gave express
authority to the company to connect with, use and run over,
with its cars and horses, such other railroads in said city as
may, from time to time, be fixed and determined by the mayor
and aldermen,—“ but only for the purpose of carrying, by one
convenient and proper route, passengers to and from South
Boston and Scollay’s Building.”

Under the authority conferred by the latter Act, the Broad-
way Railroad Company obtained locations of the mayor and
aldermen, and proceeded to extend its tracks from South Bos-
ton, and to connect them with the tracks of the Metropolitan
Railroad Company in Tremont and Washington Streets; and
it has since used said tracks in common with the Metropolitan
Company for the purpose indicated in the Act, making a circuit
of about one and a half miles, from the west end of Beach
Street, through Boylston and Tremont Streets, to Scollay’s
Building, and thence through Cornhill, Washington and Essex
Streets and a portion of Harrison Avenue, back to its own
tracks in Beach Street. The tracks of the Broadway Company
come to Beach Street from South Boston by the way of Federal
Street Bridge.

Aside from the practical evils always attending the use of
one railroad track by the cars of several corporations, it is
obvious that, in the case now under consideration, the cars of
the Broadway Railroad Company necessarily carry a portion of
the local travel which would otherwise take the cars of the
Metropolitan Company. If this be a hardship to the Metro-
politan Company, it is a hardship justified to a certain extent
by the demands of public convenience and necessity, but it
should be made as light as possible. The legislature of
eighteen hundred and sixty-one took this view of the matter,
and, in the law of that year, authorizing the use of the tracks
of the Metropolitan Company by the Broadway Company, care-
fully provided that it might be done “ only for the purpose of
carrying, by one convenient and properroute, passengers to and
from South Boston and Scollay’s Building.”
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The petition of the Broadway Railroad Company embraced
two points, viz.: First, an increase of capital stock. Second,
the repeal of the above restriction as to the routes of their cars,
and the enactment of a provision authorizing said company to
use any tracks of the Metropolitan Company in Boston.

The prayer for an increase of capital stock was properly
sustained, and met the approval of the Committee after a brief
consideration. The second prayer of the petition wa,s, after
lengthy hearings and patient discussions, rejected by the Com-
mittee, and no substitute measure had met their approval at
the time of making their former report. The re-committal of
the Bill, with proposed amendments, has been followed by
numerous petitions in aid of, and remonstrances against, the
granting of a right to a further increase of Broadway Railroad
cars on Washington Street; also by a careful review by the
Committee of all the evidence in the case and a full considera-
tion of the rights, duties and interests of all parties, and
especially of the abutters on Harrison Avenne and the travel-
ling public of South Boston. The result of our deliberations
is embodied in the accompanying Bill.

It was in evidence that a largo number of people would be
accommodated by a line of the Broadway Company’s cars from
South Boston to Boston, by the way of Dover Street Bridge
and Harrison Avenue. It also appeared to be no less necessary
for the proper accommodation of public travel that the tracks
of the Metropolitan Railroad Company on Dorchester Avenue,
in South Boston, should be connected with the tracks of the
same company in Boston proper, by a line crossing Dover Street
Bridge. The corporations were agreed as to the expediency
and necessity of each of them being allowed a location across
Dover Street Bridge; but here the coincidence of opinion was
at an end. The Metropolitan Company, being in possession of
a location for one track in the middle of Harrison Avenue, very
naturally objected to the removal of said track to one side of
the street, and the grant of a right to another company to con-
struct and use a second track along the same street, and
claimed that the rival corporation should be confined to Albany
Street, being the street next easterly of, and parallel with Har-
rison Avenue. Against this plan the Broadway Company urged
the fact that a portion of Albany Street is not yet built, and
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that when completed, it will be much frequented and incum-
bered by heavy teams doing business at the adjacent wharves,
and passing between the railroad depots and the southerly part
of the city. A full consideration of the whole matter led the
Committee to the conclusion that public convenience and neces-
sity require that each company shall have a track through
Harrison Avenue, between Dover and Beach Streets, and that
said tracks shall be used interchangeably by the two companies.

The further question then remained whether the cars of the
Broadway Railroad Company, to and from South Boston by
way of Dover Street Bridge, shall be allowed to make the cir-
cuit of Boylston and Tremont Streets to Scollay’s Building,
and back by way of Cornhill and Washington Streets.

It is admitted on all hands that Washington Street is so nar-
row and so much crowded as to render it expedient, if not
absolutely necessary, to set a limit to the number of cars pass-
ing through it. It appeared in evidence that at least two of the
Metropolitan Company’s lines of cars are by the city of Boston
prohibited from going to Scollay’s Building; and it was testi-
fied that the cars of five other of its lines stop on Tremont
Street, and turn back to Roxbury, owing to the crowded condi-
tion of Washington Street, and the great delays incident to
having so many cars pass through it. All the cars run by the
Broadway Company under existing arrangements go to Scol-
lay’s Building. Nearly one-quarter part of the cars of the
Metropolitan Company are prevented from so doing by the
crowded condition of the street.

From the railroad reports for the year eighteen hundred
and sixty-six, it appears that the Metropolitan Company car-
ried, during the year, 12,286,305 passengers, being an average
of 33,524 per day. The Broadway Company carried in the
same time 3,108,048 passengers,—an average of 8,515 per day.
The Broadway Company made 256 trips per day, through
Washington Street, and the Metropolitan Company made 504
trips per day through the same crowded thoroughfare.

It would bo manifestly unjust for the legislature to increase
this disproportion, by authorizing an additional line of cars
from South Boston to pass over the tracks of the Metropolitan
Company in Washington Street. And the Committee have no
doubt that, with the existing line from South Boston to Scol-
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lay’s Building by way of Federal Street Bridge, the South
Boston travel coming and going by way of Dover Street Bridge
and Harrison Avenue will be reasonably accommodated, if the
route of the cars on the new line shall be limited to making
a circuit from the west end of Beach Street along Washington
and Essex Streets, and a portion of Harrison Avenue back to
Beach Street.

The board of aldermen is authorized to grant locations to
both the Metropolitan and the Broadway Railroad Companies
over any street in the city. The time is not far distant when
the crowded condition of Washington Street will make it abso-
lutely necessary to seek relief by extending tracks parallel to
Washington Street from Beach Street to Summer Street. The
accompanying Bill provides that whenever the Broadway Com-
pany shall have obtained a location to Summer Street, said
company shall no longer be permitted to touch Washington
Street with its line of cars crossing Dover Street Bridge.
Believing that this Bill, if it becomes a law, will provide for a
great public want, and be an equitable adjustment of numerous
conflicting claims, and thereby compose difficulties of long
standing, the Committee unanimously recommend its passage.

CHAS. ENDICOTT,
S. G. BOWDLEAR,

Of the Senate.

I). L. HARRIS,
J. H. BATCHELDER,
JOHN CARRUTHERS,
J. P. MANAHAN,
GEO. R. PECKHAM,

Of the House
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Seven.

aN ACT
Concerning the Broadway Railroad Company and the

Metropolitan Railroad Company.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. Whenever the board of aldermen of the
2 city of Boston shall have granted to the Broadway

J o •

3 Railroad Company the right to locate, construct and
4 maintain a single track, from Dorchester Avenue,
5 along the northerly side of Fourth Street, Dover
6 Street Bridge and Dover Street to Harrison Avenue,
7 and thence along the easterly side of Harrison Avenue
8 to Beach Street, and shall have granted to the Metro-
-9 politan Railroad Company, the same rights for a

10 single track from Dorchester Avenue along the south-
-11 erly side of Fourth Street, Dover Street Bridge and
12 Dover Street, to connect the tracks of said company,
13 and thence along the westerly side of Harrison

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
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14 Avenue to Beach Street, the Metropolitan Company,
15 shall move its present track in Harrison Avenue, at
16 the expense of the Broadway Railroad Company, from
17 the middle to the westerly side thereof, in such man-

-18 ner as shall be fixed and determined by said board of
19 aldermen: provided , that said board of aldermen may
20 grant the locations upon the petition of either or both
21 of said corporations.

1 Sect. 2. Each of the tracks granted as aforesaid
2 to the Broadway Railroad Company and the Metro-
-3 politan Railroad Company respectively, along Fourth
4 Street, Dover Street Bridge, Dover Street and Harri-
-5 son Avenue, may be entered upon and used by the
6 company owning the other track, with its cars and
7 horses, in accordance with the provisions of law; and
8 the Broadway Railroad Company may also enter upon
9 and use, with its cars and horses passing to and from

10 South Boston by way of Dover Street Bridge, the
11 tracks of the Metropolitan Railroad Company on that
12 part of Washington Street, between Beach Street and
13 Essex Street, and on Essex Street between Washing-
-14 ton Street and Harrison Avenue, and on Harrison
15 Avenue between Essex Street and Beach Street; and
16 the Metropolitan Railroad Company may also enter
17 upon and use, with its cars and horses passing over
18 Dover Street Bridge, the tracks of the Broadway
19 Railroad Company on that part of Beach Street
20 between Harrison Avenue and Washington Street:
21 provided, that whenever the board of aldermen shall
22 have granted to the Broadway Railroad Company a
23 convenient and proper location for a track from Beach
24 Street to Summer Street, and return, said corporation
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25 shall no longer have a right to enter upon and use
26 the tracks of the Metropolitan Railroad Company on
27 Washington Street and Essex Street, with its cars
28 and horses passing to and from South Boston, by way
29 of Dover Street Bridge: and, provided, further, that
30 whenever Federal Street Bridge shall be temporarily
31 impassable for cars, the Broadway Railroad Company
32 may, during such interruption, run their Federal
33 Street Bridge line of cars by way of Dover Street
34 Bridge, between South Boston and Scollay’s Building.

1 Sect. 3. The Broadway Railroad Company is
2 hereby authorized to increase its capital stock by
3 adding thereto a sum not exceeding one hundred

4 thousand dollars.

1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


