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House of Representatives April 12, 1867.

The Committee on Education, to whom was referred the Peti-
tion of George B. Emerson and others, in favor of giving a
copy of the educational works of Horace Mann to each town
library in the State, make the following

The Committee have carefully considered the Memorial and
agree with the distinguished gentlemen who signed it as to the
merits of Mr. Mann and his very valuable services in the cause
of popular education. The Commonwealth has always treated
him generously and is honored in cherishing his memory. His
reports are preserved in the State library and in many of the
public and private libraries of the Commonwealth. Most of
his lectures and essays were delivered to our people and reported
in the public journals. They were published at the request of
the board of education in 1845, and have been received with
great favor. His tenth annual report, which was particularly
valuable to teachers and committees, for reference, was repub-
lished at the expense of the State, under the direction of Mr.
Mann, and there arc copies enough on hand to supply future
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demands, at the disposal of the board. The people of this
Commonwealth owe a debt of gratitude for the earnest and
powerful efforts of that gentleman in behalf of public school
education.

The memorialists ask the State to place a complete set of the
educational works of Mr. Mann, about being published by sub-
scription, in each town library in the State.

It appears that only about fifty towns have such libraries,
and therefore the distribution, if made, would be only partial.

Similar applications have already been made during the pres-
ent session, and if we grant aid to one, where shall we stop in
such appropriations? We are not aware of any precedents for
such legislation. The books heretofore distributed have either
been published by the State, or been of great practical use in
tbe public schools as text or reference books. In some instances
the appropriations have been of doubtful propriety.

The Committee do not feel prepared to favor the introduction
or continuance of a practice which would naturally lead to
numerous applications, and often to great abuse. The present
time is unfavorable for the adoption of any system of expendi-
tures which would increase the public burdens.

Therefore the Committee cannot recommend the legislation
asked for by the memorialists.

For the Committee,

D. H. MASON.


