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[Proposed amendments to the Bill to Equalize the Bounties of the Soldiers of
the Commonwealth, (House 360.)]

Mr. Davis, of Edgartown, moves to amend the Bill by adding
at the end of the tenth section the following words,—

1 “ And it may be suspended in its operation by the
2 people of the Commonwealthas hereinafter provided.”

Also by adding the following to stand as new sections of the
Bill:

1 Sect. . The people shall be assembled in their
2 respective cities and towns in meetings to be legally
3 warned and held on the first Tuesday of August next;
4 at which meetings all the inhabitants qualified to vote
5 for senators and representatives, may give in their
6 ballots as in the case of votes for governor, on which
7 ballots shall be written or printed the question, “ Shall
8 the act entitled ‘An Act to Equalize the Bounties of
9 the Soldiers of the Commonwealth ’ be suspended for

10 one year 1 ” or something equivalent, and the answer
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11 thereto, “yes or no;” and the same officers shall
12 preside in said meetings for the choice of senators and
13 representatives, and shall in open meeting, receive,
Id sort, count and declare the votes of the inhabitants
15 for or against the same; and the said votes shall be
16 recorded by the clerks of said cities and towns, and
17 returns thereof shall be made out under the hands of
18 the mayors and aldermen of the several cities and
19 of the selectmen of the several towns, or the
20 majority of them, and of the clerks of the said
21 cities and towns respectively, and sealed up and
22 transmitted to the office of the secretary of the
23 Commonwealth, within seven days after the meetings ;

24 and the governor and council shall open and count
25 the said ballots ; and if the major part of them shall
26 be in the affirmative, then this act shall be suspended
27 in its operation for one year from the said first Tues-
-28 day in August; and the governor shall immediately
29 issue his proclamation declaring the whole number of
30 ballots, and the number in the affirmative, and the
31 number in the negative.

1 Sect. . The secretary of the Commonwealth
2 shall, as soon as may be after the passage of this act,
3 transmit copies of the same to the clerks of the sev-
-4 eral cities and towns in the Commonwealth, together
5 with suitable blank forms of returns to show the
6 number of votes cast in such cities and towns.

Mr. Hartwell, of Natick, moves to amend as follows:—

In the second line of the first section, by striking out the
words, “ soldier or non-commissioned officer,” and inserting
therefor, “ enlisted men.”

In the fourth line of the first section, by inserting after word
“ corps,” the words, “ or in the regular army.”
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In the seventh line of the first section, by inserting after the
words, “ United States,” the words, “ for three years or.”

In the eleventh and twelfth lines of the first section, by strik-
ing out “ or in the case of promotion to the date of his commis-
sion.”

In section three, by striking out all before the word “ if” in
the fourth line thereof.

In the seventh line of the fifth section, by inserting the word
“ or” after the word “ persons.”

In the first and second lines of the sixth section, by striking
out the words, “ private soldier or non-commissioned officer,”
and inserting therefor the words, “ enlisted man.”

In the fourth line of the sixth section, by inserting after the
words, “ or if no widow,” the words, “ living at the time the
amounts payable under this act become due,” and in the fourth
and fifth lines of the sixth section, by striking out the words,
“ minor children living at the time of such decease,” and
inserting therefor the words, “ children minors at the time the
amounts payable under this act become due.”

In the fourth line of the seventh section, by striking out the
word “ minor,” and at the end of the sixth section, by adding
the words, “at the time the amounts payable under this act
become due.”

In the first line of the eighth section, by striking out the
words, “ soldiers or non-commissioned officers,” and' inserting
therefor the words, “ enlisted men.”

Mr. Willis, of Boston, moves to amend by inserting a new
section as follows :

1 Sect. . No person who shall receive the bounty
2 under this act shall be entitled to, or receive state aid
3 after receiving the certificate of indebtedness of the
4 state.

Mr. C. E. Rogers, of Charlestown, moves to amend by insert-
ing a new section as follows:

1 Sect. . The governor and council shall cause
2 to he prepared a medal, with suitable aud proper
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3 device, commemorative of the honorable services of
4 such of the volunteer soldiers of Massachusetts as
5 enlisted in the service of the United States, and who
6 received no state bounty; which medal shall be, in
7 the name of the Commonwealth, presented to such of
8 said volunteers who shall prefer to accept the same in
9 lieu of any compensation or bounty provided in this

10 act.


