
HOUSE....No. 374.

House op Representatives, May 3, 1867.

The Committee on Mercantile Affairs, to whom was referred
the Order of April 12, 1867, relative to explosive oils for illu-
minating purposes, have considered the same, and report the
accompanying Bill.

Per order,

GEO. F. HOMER.

€ommom»mltl) of iHasacicljusetts.
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. The mayor and aldermen of any city, or
2 the selectmen of any town, where oils or burning
3 fluids are manufactured from coal or petroleum, and
4 upon the petition of five or more inhabitants of cities
5 or towns where the same are sold but not made, shall
6 appoint annually one or more suitable persons, not
7 interested in the sale or manufacture of said oils or
8 fluids, as inspectors thereof, and fix their compensa-
-9 tion, to be paid by the parties requiring the services

10 of said inspectors.

AN ACT
In relation to the Inspection of Petroleum Oils and

Fluids, and to regulate the sale thereof.

Comincimumltl) of ittasoadjusctts.

In the Y ear One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
Seven.

1 Sect. 2. Every inspector, before entering upon
2 the duties of his office, shall be duly sworn, and
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3 when called upon by any manufacturer, refiner,
4 vendor, purchaser or officer mentioned in the seventh
5 section of this act, to test such oils or fluids, shall do
6 so with all reasonable despatch, by applying the fire-
-7 test, as indicated and determined by G. Tagliabue’s
8 pyrometer, or some other instrument equally accurate.
9 Upon all casks or packages containing such oils or

10 fluids as he shall inspect he shall distinctly brand or
11 mark the 'igniting point, with his name, residence and
12 date of inspection ; and if the igniting point is found
13 by him to be less than one hundred and ten degrees
14 Fahrenheit, he shall also brand or mark the words,
15 “ unsafe for illuminating purposes.”

1 Sect. 3. Any inspector guilty of fraud, deceit or
2 culpable negligence in inspecting or branding such
3 oils or fluids, shall be punished by fine not exceeding
4 five hundred dollars, or imprisonment in the county
5 jail or house of correction not exceeding six months,
6 or both, in the discretion of the court.

1 Sect. 4. Any person Avho shall without authority
2 of law place any inspection brand or mark upon any
3 cask or package containing such oil or fluid, or who
4 shall knowingly use any cask or package bearing the
5 inspector’s brand or mark, without having the oil or
6 fluid contained therein inspected, or who shall adul-
-7 terate or mix such oil or fluid after inspection, with
8 intent to sell the same, or who shall erase any brand
9 or mark placed thereon by the inspector, before the

10 oil or fluid is removed therefrom, shall, for each
11 offence, upon conviction thereof, be liable to the pen-
-12 alties provided in the third section of this act; and
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13 the said casks or packages so unlawfully branded,
14 marked or used, or from which the inspection brand
15 or mark has been unlawfully erased, together with
16 their contents, as well as all such oil or fluid so adul-
-17 terated or mixed after inspection, and the casks or
18 packages containing the same, shall be forfeited and
19 sold; and if below the igniting point of one hundred
20 and ten degrees, for the purpose of remanufacture ;

21 one-half of the proceeds of such sale to go to the
22 state and the other half to the informer.

1 Sect. 5. Every manufacturer in this state, and
2 every importer from other states or countries, of such
3 oils or fluids, designed for illuminating purposes,
4 shall cause all such oils or fluids so manufactured or
5 imported, and designed for illuminating purposes, to
6 inspected and branded or marked in the manner pre-
-7 scribed in the second section of this act; and any
8 person so manufacturing or importing such oils or

9 fluids for sale for illuminating purposes, without caus-

-10 ing the same to be so inspected and branded or

11 marked, shall for each offence, upon conviction there-
-12 of, be liable to the penalties provided in the third
13 section of this act.

1 Sect. 6. Any person who shall sell, or keep or
2 offer for sale, any oil or fluid composed wholly or in
3 part of the product of coal or petroleum, to be
4 burned in a lamp for illuminating purposes, or which
5 he has reasonable cause to believe is to be so used,
6 which will ignite at a temperature of less than one
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7 hundred and ten degrees Fahrenheit, as determined
8 by said inspectors as aforesaid, without first causing
9 each cask or package thereof to be inspected and

10 branded or marked as prescribed in the second sec-
-11 tion of this act, unless it has been already so inspec-
-12 ted and branded or marked in this state, or who shall
13 sell, or keep or offer for sale, any such oil or fluid to
14 he so used for illuminating purposes, which having
15 been so inspected has been branded or marked as
16 unsafe for illuminating purposes, shall for each
17 offence, upon conviction thereof, be liable to the pen-

-18 allies provided in the third section of this act; and
19 shall also be liable therefor to any person suffering
20 damage from the explosion or ignition of such oil or
21 fluid thus unlawfully sold, and such oil or fluid
22 thus unlawfully sold, or kept or offered for sale,
23 and the casks or packages containing the same, shall
24 be forfeited and sold for the purposes of re-manufac-
-25 ture; one-half of the proceeds of such sale to go to
26 the state, and the other half to the informer.

1 Sect. 7. The selectmen of the towns, and the
2 mayors, aldermen and police of the cities in which
3 inspectors are appointed in conformity with the first
4 section of this act, or any one of said officers,
5 shall within their respective towns and cities, and the
6 members of the state police, or any of them, shall
7 within said towns and cities, have the right at all
8 times to examine all such oils or fluids fraudulently
9 branded or marked, packed in casks or packages

10 bearing the inspector’s brand or mark, adulterated or
11 mixed, or manufactured, imported or kept for sale,
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12 contrary to the fourth, fifth or sixth sections of this
13 act, in said towns or cities, and to cause the same to
Id be inspected and tested; and it shall be their duty to
15 do so in every case where they have reason to believe
16 that such fluids or oils are kept for sale in violation
17 of law, and to cause all persons so violating the law
18 to be prosecuted therefor.

1 Sect. 8. Chapter two hundred and sixty-two of
2 the acts of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-six
3 is hereby repealed; but nothing in this act contained
4 .shall affect any prosecution or suit pending on any
5 liability or penalty incurred for any offence committed
6 under the act hereby repealed; and no liability shall
7 be incurred under the provisions of this act, for sell-
-8 ing, or keeping or offering for sale, any such oil or

9 fluid which has been duly inspected and branded, or

10 marked as standing a fire-test of one hundred degrees
11 Fahrenheit or over, under the provisions of the act
12 hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 9. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


