
HOUSE No. 377.

House of Representatives, May 3, 1867.

The Committee on the State Constabulary, to whom was
referred the Order of Mr. Jewett, ofLowell, on the amendment
of chapter eighty-five of the General Statutes, concerning gam-
ing, report the accompanying Bill.

Per order,

THOMAS WILSON.
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O [May,TO AMEND.

AN ACT
To amend chapter eighty-five of the General Statutes on

Gaming.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. If a person makes oath before a justice
2 of the peace or police court that he suspects, or has
3 probable cause to suspect, that a house or other build-
-4 ing is unlawfully used as and for a common gaming-
-5 house for the purpose of gaming for money or other
(i property, and that idle and dissolute persons resort to
7 the same for that purpose, such justice or court,
8 whether the names of the persons last mentioned are
9 known to the complainant or not, shall issue a war-

-10 rant commanding the sheriff, or his deputy, or any
11 constable, to enter into such house or building, and
12 there to arrest all persons who arc there found play-
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13 ing for money, or are present at such games, and also
14 the keepers of said gaming establishments ; and to
15 keep said persons so that they may be forthcoming
16 before some court or magistrate, to be dealt with
17 according to law ; and whoever is there found so gam-

-18 ing, or present within such a gaming establishment,
19 shall forfeit for every such offence a sum not exceed-
-20 ing fifty dollars.

1 Sect. 2. The sheriff or his deputy, or any consta-
-2 ble, shall also take into his custody all implements of
3 gaming, furniture and fixtures found in such gaming
4 establishments, and keep them, subject to the disposal
5 or judgment of the court or magistrate; and if said
6 court or magistrate shall find that such implements
7 of gaming have been used for an unlawful purpose,
8 they shall order them to be destroyed; and if said
9 furniture and fixtures formed a part of the appurte-

-10 nances of the establishment where such illegal gam-
-11 ing was carried on, they shall order them to be sold
12 at public auction, and the proceeds of the sale shall
13 be paid to the treasurer of the Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 3. Section eight, chapter eighty-five of the
2 General Statutes is hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




