
HOUSE....No. 406.

[lntroduced on leave, by Mr. Stone, of New Bedford.]

Iu the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-Seven.

RESOLUTIONS

Relating to the Northern Pacific Railroad.

Whereas, The general government has fully and wisely com-
mitted itself to the policy of extending, with judicious dis-
crimination, direct and substantial aid in the construction of
great highways of travel and trade within its territorial boun-
daries ; and

Whereas, The Northern Pacific Railroad, incorporated by
act of congress, approved July second, in the year of our Lord
one thousand eight hundred and sixty-four, and to be con-
structed on the forty-sixth parallel of latitude, from the head
of Lake Superior to the Columbia River and Puget Sound, is
a work of great national importance, presenting, in connection
with existing lines of communication extending westward from
the Atlantic coast, a direct, feasible and eligible route across
the continent, which will open the territories of Dakotah, Mon-
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tana, Idaho, Washington and Oregon to civilization, settlement
and commerce, and stimulate the development of their great
agricultural and mineral resources, and which will invite the
foreign commerce of China and Japan to our Pacific coast and
across the continent within our boundaries, thereby vastly
increasing the national wealth and revenue, and promoting both
our foreign and domestic commerce and the general industry
of our people ; and

Whereas
,

New England, from her geographical position and
the character of her industry, is deeply and especially interested
in the promotion of the prosperity and the development of the
resources of the North-West; therefore,

Resolved, That the senators and representatives in congress
from Massachusetts, are hereby requested to urge the passage
of an act granting such assistance from the general govern-
ment to the Northern Pacific Railroad as will insure its imme-
diate construction and completion.

Resolved, That his excellency the governor be requested
to transmit a copy of the foregoing preamble and resolutions
to each of our senators and representatives in congress at an
early day.


