
H O USE....No. 441

(ÆotumomüMltb of ilTaooadjusetts

H ouse op R epbesbntatives, May 22, 1867.

The Committee on Railways and Canals, to whom was referred 
the Order relative to the Williamsburg and North Adams 
Railroad Company, hq.ye, considered the subject and submit 
the following

R E P O R T :

During the present session of .the legislature an Act was 
passed incorporating the North Adams and Williamsburg Rail
road Company, for the purpose of constructing a railroad between 
North Adams and Williamsburg, jn this Commonwealth, a dis
tance of forty-three miles. , That corporation now seeks the aid 
of the,Commonwealth in constructing its road, by the loan of 
the oredit of the State to the. amount of one million dollars.

Upon the testimony ¡ adduced at a lengthy hearing. before 
your Committee, and upon the urgent appeal of many influen
tial, intelligent and reliable perspns^both in and out of the 
legislature, they have determined to report a Bill in favor of 
the measure. They would not have it understood that they 
entertain any doubt as to the pâture or feasibility of the enter
prise, to the importance to the people of the Commonwealth of 
its execution, to its value when completed, or to the fact that 
the Commonwealth will pet be involved in any pecuniary loss. 
Their only hesitation has arisen from the fear lest, at this late 
day of the session, the subject may not secure that degree of
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interest and earnest consideration to which your Committee 
deem it entitled. This objection is overcome in their minds by 
the reflection that by present action a whole year of valuable 
time will be gained.

Other and pressing engagements and occupation of the Com
mittee preclude the possibility of a full and elaborate Report of 
the testimony presented, and the reasons of their action. They 
must therefore content themselves with a brief and concise 
statement.

It is unnecessary to expatiate on the policy of the Common
wealth as to the lending of its aid in the construction of great 
highways of travel and trade within its boundaries. That policy 
is too well settled. The precedents are numerous and familiar.

The leading recommendation of this project is, that it will 
complete another through line of communication between Bos
ton and the West. From Troy to North Adams a road is now 
in operation.

From Williamsburg to Northampton, a distance of eight 
miles, a road is now in process of construction, and will be 
very soon completed. From Northampton, Boston may be 
reached, either by the way of Springfield over the Western 
Railroad, or by the way of Amherst, Grout’s Corner and Fitch
burg, over the New London Northern and Vermont and Massa
chusetts Railroads, or by the way of Palmer and Southbridge, 
over the New London Northern and Boston, Hartford and Erie 
Railroads. The distance from Troy to Boston, by the way of 
North Adams, Northampton and Springfield, is 209 miles; by 
way of North Adams, Northampton, Amherst, Grout’s Corner 
and Fitchburg, is 207 miles; by the way of North Adams, 
Northampton, Palmer and Southbridge, is 195 miles. The 
route by the floosac Tunnel is 187 miles, and from Albany 
to Boston, over the Western road, is about 200 miles. By 
these figures it appears that no serious objection can be urged 
on the ground of distance and length of route.

The estimate of engineers, confirmed by the concurrent testi
mony of persons familiar with the route and competent to judge, 
is that the road can bo constructed at a cost certainly not 
exceeding two million dollars; that the necessary bridging is 
inconsiderable, (no bridge requiring a span of more than thirty 
or forty feet,) and that the land damages will be trifling; that
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the grade in no part will exceed seventy feet, while the grade 
ol the Western road, for a number of successive miles exceeds 
eighty feet. The Committee have good reason to place reliance 
on these representations, but they cannot but feel and express 
surprise and regret that this practicable and preferable route 
from Troy to Boston has has not heretofore been discovered 
and brought to the attention of the public.

It appeared in evidence further, that the route of the North 
Adams and Williamsburg Bailroad lies through several towns 
which are now languishing for the want of railroad facilities, 
but which only need such facilities to awake to activity and 
prosperity and raise the county of Hampshire to its merited rank 
among the western counties. For a distance of a dozen miles 
the route lies along the Westfield River, which affords large and 
valuable water-power, now almost unimproved, and consider
able testimony was introduced to show that from other various 
sources a considerable local business call be counted on.

The Bill which your Committee report carefully protects the 
interests of the Commonwealth. No scrip is to be issued until 
the governor and council are abundantly satisfied that the 
means, beyond what the Commonwealth furnishes for the com
pletion of the road, are provided ; that the corporation shall 
expend two hundred thousand dollars before it shall be entitled 
to any portion of scrip from 'the Commonwealth, and during 
the whole execution of the work shall maintain the same pro
portionate advance ; that a sinking fund shall be created ; that 
a mortgage of the whole road, its property and franchise, shall 
be executed to the Commonwealth, to secure and save the 
Commonwealth harmless against payment of any portion of the 
scrip which may be issued, or intei'est thereon ; and that the 
Commonwealth shall have the right at any time, upon default 
or breach of any of the conditions of the mortgage, to enter, 
take possession and forthwith foreclose the same, without any 
equity of redemption. The gentlemen engaged in the enter
prise are among the most intelligent, energetic and respectable 
in the State, and their personal character and willingness to 
invest their own property is of itself a sufficient guarantee that 
the project is not visionary but sound, and that its execution, 
if entered upon, will be faithfully and energetically conducted.

It was confidently asserted that this road can be completed
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in.a couple, of years, and it is worthy of much consideration 
that it is not claimed by the mbst ardent and sahgmne among 
the friends of the Tunnel enterprise, that the completion of 
that work does not lie in the distant future, and that before 
that route can possibly he opened, the coursè'of trade now in 
process of development, and which, with suitable accommoda
tion, would naturally tend to Massachusetts routes,' will be 
diverted elsewhere to our irremediable prejudice.

Another favorable consideration is, that there now Remains 
but twelve miles of uncompleted road from Bennington, Ver
mont, to North Adams ; and parties interested in and connected 
with the railroad system of Vermont are now awaiting action' 
in this matter to determine whether they will construct that 
piece of road, and connect themselves at North Adams with the 
routes to Boston, or connect themselves with roads running 
southerly to New York. It is hardly necessary to argue the 
advantages of such a connection to Massachusetts.

Your Committee find in, the present great indebtedness of 
the Commonvvealth, and the consequent oppressive rate of tax-' 
ation, an argument in favor of, rather than against the measure- 
they propose. In tlie situation, in which the Commonwealth 
finds, herself, it béhóove's her rulers and counsellors to bestir 
themselves in .the development"of new sources'of wealth, and 
the promotion in every legitimate way oP. the prosperity of her 
people, to the end that the,, taxable property of the Common
wealth may be increased, and the people be better able to 
maintain her financial credit.

Thè Committee recommend tlie passage of the accompanying 
Bill.

GEO. 0. BBASTOW,
IT. ? A LEX ANDER, J r. ,

Of the Senate.

JOSHUA C. STONE,
AVERY PLUMER,
ALPHEUS HARDING, J r.,

■ni ¡tao; ■ . r(i : , ; . C-, II. DREW,
b 1C BAV1D BOYNTON,

' Of fhe House.



1SG7.] HOUSE—No. 441. 5

iommonujcaltl) of iftassacijusctts.

In the Y ear One Thousand E ight Hundred and Sixty-
Seven.

AN ACT
To aid the Construction of the W illiamsburg and North 

Adams Railroad.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f Representa
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority o f  
the same, as fo llow s :—

1 Sect. 1. The treasurer of the Commonwealth is
2 hereby authorized and instructed to issue scrip or
3 certificates of indebtedness, in the name and in behalf
4 of the Commonwealth, and in the manner herein
5 designated, for the sum of one million dollars, which 
G may be expressed in the currency of Great Britain,
7 and may be payable to the bearer thereof in London,
8 and bearing interest at five per cent, per annum, pay-
9 able semi-annually in London, on the first days of Jan-

10 uary and Ju ly ; or the whole or any part of said scrip
11 may be issued in federal currency, payable in Boston,
12 with warrants for the interest attached thereto ; which
13 said scrip or certificates in the currency of Great Brit-
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14 ain shall be redeemed in London, and that in federal
15 money at Boston, on the first day of January, in the
16 year nineteen hundred, and shall bear date on the
17 first day of January or Ju ly  which shall next pre-
18 cede the issue of the same. All said scrip shall be
19 countersigned by the governor of the Commonwealth
20 for the time being, and be deemed a pledge of the
21 faith and credit of the Commonwealth for the redemp-
22 tion thereof. The treasurer of the Commonwealth,
23 for the time being, shall deliver said scrip to the treas-
24 urer of the W illiam sburg and N orth Adams Railroad
25 Company, whenever ordered by the governor and
26 council, on the application of the directors of said
27 railroad company, under the provisions of this act,
28 for the purpose of aiding in its completion, and for
29 the equipment of the same.

1 S ect. 2. W henever it shall be made to appear to
2 the satisfaction of the governor and council that the
3 W illiam sburg and N orth Adams Railroad Company
4 has properly expended two hundred thousand dollars
5 in the construction of its road, then a portion of said
6 scrip, to the amount of one hundred thousand dollars,
7 shall, upon the terms hereinafter specified, be delivered
8 to the treasurer of said railroad company. And
9 when it shall appear to the satisfaction of the gov-

10 ernor and council that an additional expenditure of
11 two hundred thousand dollars has been made in the 

•12 construction of said road as aforesaid, then another
13 portion of said scrip, to the amount of one hundred
14 thousand dollars, shall be delivered upon the terms
15 expressed in this hill, to the treasurer of said railroad
16 com pany; and so in like manner said scrip shall be
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17 issued and delivered until the whole amount hereby
18 authorized shall have been issued and delivered.

1 S ect. 3. The W illiam sburg and N orth Adams
2 Railroad Company shall make, execute and deliver to
3 the Commonwealth, in manner and form to be ap-
4 proved by the attorney-general, a first mortgage deed
5 of the road, franchise and property of said company,
6 to indemnify and save harmless the Commonwealth
7 from loss or damage on account of said scrip, and
8 that said railroad company shall and will well and
9 truly pay the principal sum of said scrip when the

10 same shall become due and payable, and interest
11 thereon as the same shall fall d u e ; said mortgage
12 deed shall be made, executed and delivered as afore-
13 said when the same shall be demanded by the treas-
14 urer of the Commonwealth.

1 S ect. 4. W henever said railroad shall have been
2 opened for use from W illiam sburg to N orth  Adams,
3 twenty thousand dollars annually shall be set .apart
4 from the net income of said road, and paid to the
5 commissioners hereinafter named in the fifth section 
G of this act, as a sinking fund, to be managed, invested
7 and appropriated as is or shall be provided by la w ;
8 provided, that whenever, in the opinion of the treas-
9 urer of the Commonwealth, for the time being, a

10 sufficient sum shall have been set apart to produce,
11 with the accruing interest, an amount equal to the
12 scrip issued under this act, when the same shall fall
13 due, then said company may be relieved from making
14 further additions to said sinking fund.
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Sect. 5. The treasurer of the Commonwealth, 
the auditor of the Commonwealth, and the treasurer 
of the W illiam sburg and North Adams Railroad 
Company, for the time being, shall be commissioners 
of the sinking fund of the said railroad company. 
The said commissioners shall have the care and man
agement of all the moneys, funds and ' securities at 
any time belonging to said sinking fund, and shall 
invest the same according to law ; but the money 
not invested, and all the securities of said fund, shall 
be in the custody of the treasurer of the Common
wealth. Said commissioners shall keep a true 
account of all their proceedings ; they shall annu
ally, in the month of January, make a report to the 
legislature, setting forth their proceedings for the 
year preceding, the amount and condition of said 
funds, and the income of the several parts thereof for 
the year, which records and securities, and the books 
of account belonging thereto, shall at all times be 
open to the inspection of the governor and council, 
or of any committee of the legislature ; and the said 
commissioners shall receive for their services from the 
W illiam sburg and N orth Adams Railroad Company 
the sum of forty dollars each annually.

Sect. 6. The governor, with the advice and con
sent of the council, shall appoint three commissioners, 
one of whom shall be a competent civil engineer, to 
ascertain, from time to time, as the governor and 
council shall direct, the amount of work performed 
on the line of the railway of the W illiam sburg and 
N orth Adams Railroad Company, and the expendi
tures properly incurred and made for the same, and 
to advise and inform the governor and council in
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10 reference to all matters and things they are called
11 upon to ascertain or verify under the terms and pro-
12 visions of this act. The governor and council may
13 fix the proper compensation of such commissioners,
14 which shall be paid by said railroad company.

1 Sect. 7. No portion of said scrip shall be issued
2 unless it shall be made to appear to the satisfaction
3 of the governor and council, tha t said railroad com-
4 pany will be able either alone, or Avith the aid of
5 other parties than this Commonwealth, to complete a
6 line of railway from W illiamsburg to N orth Adams,
7 and if at any time after any portion of said scrip
8 shall have been delivered to said treasurer of said
9 railroad company, it shall appear to the governor and

10 council, and commissioners, that a railroad will not
11 be completed between W illiam sburg and N orth
12 Adams w ithin three years from the date of the pas-
13 sage of this act, then no further portion of said scrip
14 shall be delivered to the treasurer of said company ;
15 and the Commonwealth may enter upon and take 
10 possession of said road and all its property, and fore-
17 close forthwith and without equity of redemption the
18 mortgage held under the third section of this act.

1 S ect. 8. The governor and council and the com-
2 missioners appointed by them, shall at all times until
3 the payment of the scrip of the Commonwealth, have
4 free access to all the books and accounts of said rail-
5 road company for the purpose of examination.

1 Sect. 9. This act shall take effect upon its
passage.
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