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House op Representatives, May 24,1867.

The Committee on Railways and Canals, to whom was refer-
red the Bill concerning the carrying of the mails of the United
States by railroad corporations, have considered the subject and
report that 'the Bill ought not to pass.

Per order,

JOSHUA C. STONE.
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AN ACT
Concerning the carrying of the Mails of the United

States by Railroad Corporations.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. Every corporation owning or operating
2 any railroad in this Commonwealth shall, when
3 requested by the postmaster-general of the United
4 States, or by any authorized agent of the post office
5 department of the United States, carry the mails of
6 the United States at such times and upon such trains
7 as may be desired by the postmaster-general, or by
S such agent, upon the terms provided in this act.

1 Sect. 2. If the railroad corporations aforesaid, or
2 any of them, shall be unable to agree with the post-
-3 master-general or other proper officer of the United
4 States, as to the compensation to be paid for such
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o transportation, any such railroad corporation may
(> notify the postmaster-general of its unwillingness to
7 carry such mails upon the terms proposed by him ;

8 and after such notice, deposited in any post office in
9 this Commonwealth, addressed to the postraaster-gen-

10 eral, such railroad shall be absolved from the duty of
11 carrying the mails, as provided in this act, after the
12 expiration of three months from the depositing of
13 such notice, unless the postmaster-general, or some
14 officer or agent of the post office department of the
15 United States shall, within that time, file a petition
16 in the supreme judicial court of this Commonwealth,
17 in any county, praying for the appointment of three
18 commissioners, to fix the price to be paid for such ser-
-19 vice by such corporation; and the court upon due
20 notice to such railroad corporation shall appoint three
21 commissioners to hear and determine the compensa-
-22 tion to be paid by the United States for such service,
23 the award by a major part of whom being made to
24 and confirmed by said court shall be final as to all
25 past service, and for the period of two years after the
26 confirmation of such award.

1 Sect. 3. On application of either party to such
2 proceeding, at any time after the expiration of two
3 years from the confirmation of such award, the matter
4 may, on petition to the court by either party, be
5 re-opened, and the same or other commissioners shall
6 rehear the parties, and the award of the major part
7 of such commissioners made to and confirmed by the
8 court, shall be binding on tin; parties for other two
9 years, when like proceedings may be had on petition

10 of either party.




